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MEMOIR OF MR. WILLIAM RUSHTON. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


* IsEnp you, dear sir, the subjoined memoir of the late Mr. William Rushton of Abercromby 
Square, Liverpool. The first part is transcribed from a MS, found among his papers after his 


death. For the latter part I am answerable. 


Liverpool, Dec. 14, 1844. 


I was born of honest and industrious 
parents, 9th of March, 1769, near St. 
Peter’s Church, Liverpool, and was put 
to a child’s school when about five and 
a half years old. I had a sister of the 
name of Ellen, who died suddenly on 
the 30th of March, 1775. Her death 
made a very deep impression on all the 
family, particularly on myself. She was 
eleven and a half years old, a girl of 
a very amiable temper and disposition, 
much given to reading books of a reli- 
gious nature, and we have every reason 
to believe there was some good thing 
implanted in her soul by the Holy Spirit 
towards the Lord God of Israel. 

In 1777, 24th of February, I was 
placed in a boy’s school kept by a Mr. 
Crosley, who was afterwards governor of 
the Blue Coat Hospital. Under his 
tuition I learned grammar, arithmetic, 
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and other useful branches of education, 
which were in those days thought suit- 
able for one in my situation of life. On 
the 11th of September, 1778, I lost my 
father by death, aged sixty-one years. 
He left behind him my dear mother, 
brother, and myself. On the 30th of April, 
1781, it pleased our gracious God to 
visit our little family with a very severe 
bereavement in the death of my dear 
mother. She was a woman of good 
sound sense, and of inflexible integrity. 
She brought up her family, after the 
death of her husband, in the most 
creditable manner, and gave her two 
sons that education she thought suitable 
to her station in life, and to fit them 
for future prospects of advancement in 
society. She brought up her family in 
the principles of the church of England, 


and constauatly attended divine service 
Q 
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under the ministry of the Rev. Mr. 
Bragge. In the year 1781 I was 
apprenticed to Messrs. Peter and Wil- 
liam Hope, mercers and drapers, for the 
term of seven years, which I served 
faithfully. After my servitude was ex- 
pired, I continued as an assistant with 
Mr. William Hope till 1795 or 1796. 
From him I received every mark of 
kindness. Mr. Peter Hope had given 
up his share in the business in 1786. 
Twenty-first of May, 1795, I entered 
into the marriage state with Phebe 
Copley, the daughter of a respectable 
manufacturer, near Leeds, Yorkshire. 
I had a long and very strong attachment 
for her. She was truly a helpmeet, and 
her praise is still in the churches of this 
town, and in the circle in which she 
moved. We lived together in love and 
harmony thirty-eight years. 

In 1798 I entered into business with 
Mr. Joseph Banks, with whom I re- 
mained till the expiration of our term of 
partnership, and then Pegan business on 
my own account. I continued my busi- 
ness in a wholesale and retail way until 
the year 1825, when I gave up all to my 
two sons for their mutual advantage. 

During my apprenticeship I attended 
with Mr. Hope’s family the ministry of 
the late Mr. Medley; but whilst under 
my mother’s roof I had always gone 
with her to St. Mary’s Chapel, where 
Mr. Bragge preached. The first two 
years I heard Mr. Medley preach, I had 
great and violent prejudices against him, 
merely because he was a dissenter ; and 
I had the folly to think that no one out 
of the church could preach so as to do 
any good. But it pleased God by degrees 
to abate my pride and _ self-conceit, 
and before my apprenticeship expired, 
I became as zealous an advocate for that 
dear man of God as ever I had been 
opposed to him before. So unsearch- 
able are the ways of him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will. 

In my boyish years I never ran into 
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those gross sins which many around me 
did, being restrained by parental au- 
thority. My mother was very zealous 
for the rites of the established church, 
and regularly attended with her family 
to her ritual every Lord’s day. Her 
punctual attendance there I now con- 
sider was one way, under divine 
providence, of preventing her children 
from thinking lightly of the sabbath 
day. But in all this time I was a total 
stranger to a change of heart, and knew 
nothing whatever of the value of a 
Saviour, or my need of him. A round 
of duties always satisfied me—fulfilling 
them pacified my conscience ; but when 
it pleased God, who separated me from 
my mother’s womb, and brought me 
under the searching ministry of the late 
Mr. Medley, my mind became gradually 
enlightened as to the nature of divine 
truth ; but for many years I only knew 
it in theory, until one sabbath evening 
my late valued friend took for his text a 
verse out of the twenty-eighth chapter 
of Isaiah, ‘‘ The bed is shorter than a 
man can stretch himself upon it, and 
the covering narrower than he can wrap 
himself in it.” I remember that memo- 
rable night, and shall not forget the 
effect that sermon had upon my mind. 
While Mr. Medley was setting forth the 
insufficiency of a man’s righteousness 
before a holy God in the matter of his 
justification on the ground of his own 
doings, the Holy Spirit led me to see 
the real state I was in, notwithstanding 
all my pretensions to the knowledge of 
divine truth. I then saw the divine 
sovereignty in such a light as I have 
never since enjoyed, and which con- 
tinued with me for some time. The 
impression then made gradually abated. 
I often repeated to myself that beautiful 
hymn of Dr. Watts, 


“Why was I made to hear thy voice, 
And enter while there’s room?” 


It was the Holy Spirit that led me to 
see the impossibility of justification by 
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the deeds of the law, and at the same 
time toascribeall tothe counsel of his own 
will. Ifever I adored the high sovereignty 
of Jehovah, it was at that season. So con- 
vinced was I that nothing but the mighty 
power of God could effect such a change 
in my mind, that I was led to wonder 
how any could vainly imagine such a 
work could be effected by man’s free 
will. And I bless God to this day that 
ever I was taught by the good Spirit of 
my God to view all in his 


«Eternal unchangeable love.” 


“Q, the depth of the riches and wisdom 
of our God, whose counsel shall stand, 
and he will do all his pleasure.” I 
remember being deeply impressed with 
the thought, “‘ Lord, why me and not 
others?” But I was enabled to see in 
such a manner as I have never since 
seen, that it was owing to God’s elect- 
ing love, irrespective of anything in the 
creature. On the first sabbath in June, 
1792, I joined the church meeting in 
Byrom Street, under the pastoral care of 
my dear pastor, Mr. Medley, from whom 
I received, as an instrument, my first 
religious impressions. There were eleven 
others baptized at the same time. Some 
of them have departed in the faith, and 
others are still in the wilderness, I con- 
tinued in that church until the death of 
my venerable friend, July, 1799. In the 
year 1811, June 26, I was chosen a 
deacon of the church in Lime Street, 
under the pastoral care of Mr. James 
Lister, a man whose praise is in all the 
churches. 

In the beginning of 1833, it pleased 
the all-wise Disposer of all events to 
afflict my dear and valuable wife. She 
partially recovered, but on the 24th of 
May she was seized with her last and 
severe affliction, which brought her to 
the dust of death. On the 27th of 
May she was translated from her earthly 
house to her heavenly one, and to enjoy 
the beatific vision of that God whom 
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she long had fellowship with through his 
dear Son. 

My dear wife wasa great blessing to me. 
She was a woman of a sttong masculine 
mind, and managed her house and affairs 
with very great prudence ; strong in her 
prejudices, but warmly attached to her 
friends. It pleased God to bless our 
union with four sons and five daughters. 
Three of the former are removed by 
death ; the rest are, through rich mercy, 
spared to me, and I trust will be my 
earthly stay and comfort in my declin- 
ing years. My beloved son William, 
our first born, fell asleep in Jesus, 6th 
of February, 1838. 


The preceding statement terminates 
abruptly, and gives no information on 
some of the leading occurrences in Mr. 
Rushton’s life. In July, 1799, the Rev. 
Samuel Medley died, at the close of an 
honourable and useful career. Under his 
ministry, Mr. Rushton’s religious views 
had been formed, and to him, as a pastor, 
he was warmly attached. Nor was that 
attachment weakened by the death 
of that worthy man: he continued 
long afterwards to render the kindest 
attentions to his family. After the 
removal of Mr. Medley, the church in 
Byrom Street was divided in the choice 
of asuccessor. The late Richard Davis 
was chosen by a majority; but the 
minority could not accede to the de- 
cision, and with a considerable number 
of the congregation left Byrom Street, 
and formed another society. In this 
movement, Mr. Rushton took a lead, 
with Messrs. Phillips, Cearns, Lang, 
Houghton, Holmes, Johnson, and others ; 
all of whom are now in the silent tomb, 
but whose descendants are honoured to 
carry on the cause for which their 
parents contended. Mr. Rushton’s at- 
tachment to Mr. Medley was based on 
the unity of their doctrinal principles. 
Mr. Medley’s preaching was of the 
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Whitefield class, decidedly Calvinistic, 
in union with experimental godliness 
and holy practice. He was one of the 
yearly Tabernacle preachers, and asso- 
ciated with the late Rowland Hill, 
Captain Scott, and their contemporaries 
of the same mind. The doctrines of 
grace, and the order of our particular 
baptist churches, Mr. Rushton held with 
steadiness, nay, if possible, with aug- 
menting firmness, to the last; feeling 
deeply, and lamenting bitterly, any 
deviation on the part either of minister 
or people, from the distinguishing tenets 
and order of the particular baptists. The 
church in which he acted so long an 
eminent part, was formed in May, 1800, 
and assembled in Church Lane. In 
March, 1803, the present pastor came 
to Liverpool, and cannot forget his 
warm reception from Mr. Rushton and 
others, whose removal he has been 
spared to see, and whose loss to himself, 
not to speak of the loss to the church, 
he cannot but lament. 

It now remains for him to give a 
sketch of the Christian character of his 
esteemed friend. 

Above fifty-two years he has been 
a consistent, zealous, active member of 
the church, and pre-eminent for every 
good word and work. In the church he 
was marked for kindness, frankness, 
and courtesy ; there was nothing repul- 
sive, but inviting in his manner. He 
loved the house of God, his ordinances, 
and every part of his worship. He laid 
much stress on praise, and in the early 
and middle part of his life he often led the 
singing. Even as late as the first sabbath 
of November, when he for the last time 
took his seat at the table of the Lord, he 
raised the tune and led the singing of 
the closing hymn. His zeal was stedfast 
throughout the whole duration of his 
profession. He never appeared to wax 
cold, or suffer any declension, or lose his 
warm interest in the cause or service of 
his Master. The beginning, progress, 
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and end of his profession was pervaded 
by zeal and activity which discovered 
no abatement. If any difference was 
observable, his fervour of late seemed to 
be greater in his attendance on all the 
ordinances of God. His whole heart, 
supported by an unusually lively tempe- 
rament, was thrown into his religious 
duties. The doctrines he held were 
principles which wrought powerfully in 
his conduct. His liberality was great 
and constant, and very unconfined. He 
contributed largely to the two chapels 
erected by our church and friends. He 
gave freely to the support of all con- 
nected with the cause and the minister. 
He was a regular and exact contributor 
to our different institutions, and extended 
his benefactions to the public charities of 
the town. Indeed, after he retired from 
business he entered on many labours 
subservient to the public good, as well 
as more directly bearing on the spiritual 
interests of men. In one department he 
carried his kindness and liberality to a 
very great height—in hospitality and the 
entertainment of strangers. He kept 
neatly an open house and table, to 
which the friends of our Redeemer were 
welcome. In his own house he was seen 
to much advantage. Happy in himself, 
he diffused happiness around him. In 
this Christian excellence his late wife 
had set a bright example, from which 
he never departed. He loved the com- 
pany of the saints, seeking and enjoying 
their society with the liveliest relish. 
Wiih them he loved to converse on 
every subject furnished by the inspired 
book, with every portion of which he 
discovered a minute and exact acquaint- 
ance. He delighted in good men of 
every name, and in ministers who 
preached Christ plainly and affection- 
ately, to whatever denomination they 
belonged. But if one trait of his character 
was stronger than another, it was the 
punctuality of his attendance on all the 
public services, on the week day as well 
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as the sabbath. His attendance was 
uniformly early, and punctual, and con- 
stant,—when he was young,—in middle 
life, when in extensive business, and 
when retired from it,—when old and 
feeble, and even up to the last week of 
his life. Neither weather, nor business, 
nor company was ever known, at any 
time, to interfere with his early and 
regular attendance. 

For half a century has Mr. Rushton 
been sustained by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, to run his course in the church 
here, to the honour of our Master, and 
the comfort and ,encouragement of his 
fellow professors. His conduct in the 
family and in the world was equally 
influenced by the great principles of the 
gospel. 

He was truly a Christian father, hus- 
band, master, and host. He loved order, 
and carried it strictly into every domestic 
department. All in his house was ren- 
dered subservient to the service of his 
Lord ; and none could remain under his 
roof without finding him and his, under 
the authority of the Saviour. In the 
commercial world for many years he 
mixed much, and occupied an honour- 
able place in this large town. His busi- 
ness transactions, at one time, were 
wide and extended, reaching to several 
foreign countries. But he was not 
carried away by prosperity. He con- 
tinued the same humble, regular fol- 
lower of his beloved Master, and was 
careful to regulate all his business by 
the principles of honesty and truth, 
exactness and diligence, which so highly 
commend Christianity among worldly 
men. 

His end was rather unexpected. 
Nearly twelve months ago he had be- 
gun to lose vigour. During the sum- 
mer, with a view to his recovery, if it 
were the will of God, he took three 
successive excursions, to Leamington, 
Harrowgate, and Buxton. None of them 
afforded efficient aid. His appointed 
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time was come. Friends flattered them- 
selves with the hope of his recovery, 
and were unwilling to believe that he 
should soon leave them. 


On Friday, the 8th of November, he 
was in town as usual, and spent the 
evening at home; but after tea he 
seemed drowsy, had family worship 
early, and went to bed. In the morn- 
ing he did not come down at his usual 
hour, and was found very unwell. He 
had a seizure in the head, and discovered 
much lethargy. Medical aid was sent 
for, and all attention paid him by the two 
surgeons and the physician. One of these, 
Mr. Godfrey, a deacon of the church, re- 
mained with him (a few short intervals 
excepted) the two nights and days of 
his illness, administering the medicines, 
watching the symptoms of his attack, 
conyersing with him, and giving him all 
the aid which his sympathy and skill 
could supply. During his short illness 
he slumbered nearly the whole time, yet 
very gently, and spoke when spoken to, 
recognizing every one who addressed 
him, and conscious of all that was done 
to him. He suffered little pain, and had 
much mental composure and peace. He 
was unable to speak at any length, and 
uttered only short sentences, or parts of 
scripture verses or hymns. 

His pastor saw him repeatedly, and 
received very comforting replies to the 
queries on his state of mind and prospects. 
Christ, he said, was very precious, very 
precious to him. “ All was right for 
eternity.” He had “no fears.” Wher 
one of the medical attendants expressed 
his sorrow at finding him so ill, he 
looked up and said, “Is there not an 
appointed time to man on the earth?” 
His interview with his only son, Mr. 
Joseph Rushton, who had been sent for, 
and arrived on Sunday evening, was 
very affecting. He kissed him and 
blessed him. At intervals he was heard 
repeating parts of sentences: — “ Rock 
of ages cleft for me.” ‘Oh, this 
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agony in the garden!” “He himself 
purged our sins.” ‘“ When I shall see 
him as he is, then I shall sing.” Much 
of his time was spent in ejaculatory 
prayer for nearly the two hours before 
his death. He seemed occasionally as if 
he saw and conversed with one who 
was near him. “I cannot come. I am 
coming. ‘Him who cometh I will in no 
wise cast out.” There was no com- 
plaining, but a calm surrender to the 
will of God; and without a struggle he 
fell asleep. Before he breathed his last 
he was engaged in fervent prayer, and 
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uttered faintly and repeatedly, “I am 
coming,” and “ Lord Jesus, come quick- 
ly.” The last words he was heard to 
say, were, I come, I come.” 

On Monday, the 18th of November, 
his body was conveyed to the Liverpool 
Necropolis by a large number of sincere 
mourners. The funeral was attended 
by persons of all ranks in society, and 
of various denominations of Christians. 
On Sunday morning, the 24th, his re- 
moval was improved by his pastor to 
a crowded audience, in Myrtle Street 
Chapel. 


SKETCHES OF OUR EARLY LITERATURE. 


BY THE REY. BENJAMIN EVANS, 


Speakine to an individual of some 
standing in the denomination, a few 
months ago, on the desirableness of re- 
publishing the early literature of our 
body, he said, “ The literature of the 
baptists! Why what literature have 
they that is worth republishing?” This 
reply painfully discovered the utter 
ignorance of my friend upon a subject 
in which for years I have felt the 
deepest interest, and which, happily, is 
now attracting the attention of baptists 
every where. But in this he is not 
alone. Few, indeed, have taken the 
trouble to acquaint themselves with the 
character and labour of our fathers in 
this country, and the prospectus, there- 
fore, of the Hanserd Knollys Society has 
filled some with astonishment. Again and 
again I am asked from many quarters, 
“What are these works? Are they 
worth republishing? Have we really 
many writers of any value prior to 
1700?” &e., &c. Doubtless, other mem- 
bers of the council will be placed in 
similar circumstances, and will have to 
answer questions of the same kind, Nor 


is this all. Where there is some general 
knowledge, some imperfect acquaint- 
ance with the names and the productions 
of these early writers, there is too fre- 
quently the grossest ignorance of their 
nature and tendency. With many, who 
really ought to know better, the impres- 
sion is, that these excellent men were 
ever disputing upon baptism, and that 
their works are devoted to a defence of 
this Christian ordinance. But this is 
the opposite of fact. True it is they 
have left us some excellent works upon 
this subject, which have been a mine 
from which many modern writers have 
largely borrowed ; but their writings, in 
the main, are employed in enforcing 
those great and imperishable principles 
which are essential to human liberty and 
the triumph of truth, We may say, that 
they contain the elements of many of those 
opinions for which the wisest and best of 
our race have pleaded and suffered. 
Perhaps the following rough and 
hastily written notes upon this subject,— 
one which we consider of great interest, 
and which we should be glad to see illus- 
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trated by some competent individual,— 
may not be unacceptable to your readers. 


The first work published by an Eng- 
lish baptist, which, we know, was issued 
in Holland by Mr. J. Smyth. There is 
evidence, we think, that works advocating 
many of our views had been widely 
circulated, and at a much earlier period, 
in this country, by foreigners; and 
we are much mistaken if the existing 
and unpublished writings of Wickliffe 
carefully examined, would not afford 
us evidence that he had favoured 
them. No one yet, likely to tell the 
whole, has engaged in this inquiry. 
Neither Vaughan, Le Bas, nor Todd, 
have told us much about it. I hope, there- 
fore, the council of the Hanserd Knollys 
Society will make this investigation. Of 


one thing I am quite sure, that they owe | 


it to the cause of truth, and the body 
they represent, to make the attempt. 

Of the author of this work we know 
but little, and for that we are partly 
dependent upon his opponents. The 
place of his birth is uncertain. He was 
educated for the church, and for some 
years preached at Gainsborough, in 
Lincoln, where, according to Bishop 
Hall, he published a work on prayer 
against the Brownists.* Shortly after 
this he left the church, and in company 
with Johnson and others, went to Hol- 
land about 1606. Here they united with 
the church over which Ainsworth presided 
at that time. From a passage in one of 
Ainsworth’s works, it appears he never 
held office amongst them.f The cause of 
this it is difficult to determine, because 
it is clear, from all concurrent testimony, 
that he was a man of considerable in- 
fluence. Paget, in his Arrow against 
the Brownists, calls him one of the four 
patriarchs.{ Bishop Hall addressed one 
of his works-to Mr. Smyth and Mr. 
Robinson, ringleaders of the separation.|| 


* Works, yol. ix. p. 458.  Counterpoison, p. 41. 
$+ Page 52. | Vol. ii. Dec. iii. Eph, 1. 
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Addressing Robinson, the bishop says, 
“T hoped you had been one of their 
guides, both because Lincolnshire was 
your county, and master Smyth your 
oracle and general.” Other allusions 
might be given. 

He was separated from the church on 
the ground of his adoption of baptist 
sentiments. We incidentally are favoured 
with a glimpse of the working of his 
mind upon this subject ina work of Ains- 
worth’s, published in 1609.* The success 
with which he propagated the opinions 
he had now adopted amongst the emi- 
grants was considerable, and various 
efforts were made to weaken his in- 
fluence, and to keep people from unit- 
ing with him, by the employment of 
means anything but honourable. The 
former I gather from E. Pagitt, and the 
latter from Robinson himself. “ Mr. 
Smyth,” says the first, “‘and his party, 
do at once, as it were, swallow up all 
the separation besides.”’+ The latter 
thus writes:—“ Once, you know, Mr. 
Bernard, you did separate from the rest, 
ahundred voluntary professors, into cove- 
nant with the Lord, sealed up with the 
Lord’s Supper, to forsake all known sin, 
to hear no wicked or dumb minister, and 
the like; which covenant, long since 
you have dissolved, not shaming to 
affirm, you did it only in policy to keep 
your people from Mr. Smyth.’ }. 

Robinson, moreover, has given us the 
following account of his baptism, which 
he professes to have received from some 
of Smyth’s friends :—‘‘ Mr. Smyth, Mr. 
Helwys, and the rest, having utterly dis- 
solyedand disclaimed their former church- 
state and ministry, came together to erect 
a new church by baptism; into which 
they also ascribed so great virtue as that 
they would not so much as pray together 
before they had it, And 
straining of courtesy who should begin, 


after some 


* Defence of Holy Scripture, &c., p. 1—6. 
+ Herisog. p. 77. 
+ Justification, p. 94, quoted by Hanbury. é 
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and that John the Baptist, Matt. iii. 14, 
misalledged, Mr. Smyth baptized first 
himself, and next Mr. Helwys, and so 
the rest, making their particular confes- 
sions.”* This Mr. Hanbury commends 
to the serious consideration of all bap- 
tists, and with peculiar modesty abstains 
from showing its full bearings upon us. 
Had Mr. Hanbury forgotten another 
remark of the same author; we quote it 
as a shield under which we might be 
protected, to some extent, from his 
assault: —“ If the Lord should. now 
raise up a company of faithful men and 
women in Barbary, or America, by the 
reading of the scriptures, or by the writ- 
ings, conference, or sufferings of some 
godly men, must they not separate 
themselves from the filthiness of the 
heathen to the Lord; nor turn from 
idols to the true God; nor join them- 
selves unto him in the fellowship of the 
gospel; nor have any communion to- 
gether for their mutual edification and 
comfort, till some vagrant priest from 
Rome or England be sent to them, to 
begin their church matters with his 
service book?” Smyth’s crime, in 
the estimation of these men, was separa- 
tion and the adoption of baptist princi- 
ples. We would not for a moment 
palliate his mistake in baptizing himself, 
if he did so, but we cannot help remark- 
ing, that notwithstanding Robinson’s 
declaration, that he received his account 
from Smyth’s friends, no one can read it 
without seeing that he has dressed it up 
in his own way, and so mingled his 
own with the original matter, that we 
cannot now separate them. 

The hostility to which Smyth was 
exposed compelled him to take up his 
pen in self-defence; and in 1609 he 
published the work to which we have 
before referred. The title of this in- 
teresting publication is the following :— 
“The Character of the Beast; or, The 
False Constitution of the Church Dis- 


* Ibid. p. 48. + Ibid. p. 139. 
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covered; in certain passages betwixt 
Mr. R. Clifton and John Smyth; con- 
cerning True Christian Baptism of New 
Creatures, or New Born Babes in Christ, 
and false baptism of Infants born after 
the Flesh ; referred in Two Propositions, 
Rev. xiii. 16; xiv. 9,10; xxi. 5.” The 
work is a small quarto, and consists of 
seventy-three closely printed pages. 
The author adopts the syllogistic form 
of reasoning throughout, and thus brings 
before us most of the arguments of his 
opponent. Not only are the views 
cherished by Smyth and his friends, on 
baptism brought out, but he refutes 
various charges which the ignorance or 
malice of his foes had brought against 
him. Some spoke of them as atheists, 
as denying the Lord’s day, the authority 
of the Old Testament, the authority of 
magistrates, and the humanity of Christ. 
These topics pass under review, and we 
are furnished with clear and scriptural 
views upon these subjects. The work 
shows Mr. Smyth to have been a man 
of considerable ability. Besides this, 
he published at least three other works, 
neither of which we have seen; nor is 
there any allusion to them in either 
Taylor or Ivimey. They are exceed- 
ingly scarce, and we mention them here 
to excite inquiries about them. ‘ Paral- 
lels, Censures, Observations, appertain- 
ing to these Several Writings:—1. A 
Letter to Mr. Richard Bernard, by John 
Smyth ;—2. A book entitled, The Sepa- 
ratist’s Schism, published by Mr. Ber- 
nard ;—3. An Answer to the Separatist’s 
Schism, by Mr. H. Ainsworth, London, 
4to.”* In the same work there is an 
allusion to another, entitled, “The Dif- 
ference of the Churches of the Separa- 
tion.”’t 

Clifton replied to his Character of the 
Beast, and Smyth, in 1610, published 
his last work. It is a “ Reply to Mr. R. 
Clyfton’s Christian Plea.”+ The same 


* Hanbury, vol. i. p. 179. 
} Ibid, p. 178. Paget, p 1, margin, 
$ Ibid. p. 272. . 
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year he finished his course in the 
country where he had fled from the per- 
secuting power of a dominant hierarchy. 
No doubt Mr. Smyth had imbibed some 
of the opinions of the remonstrant’s, and 
would be regarded now as a general 
baptist. Still he was evangelical. The 
force of his reasoning, and the power of 
his appeals to his opponents, are thus 
expressed by a careful observer of these 
movements. Hall, writing to Robinson, 
says, “ There is no remedy; you must 
go forward to anabaptism, or come back 
to us: all your rabbins cannot answer 
the charge of your rebaptized brother. 
If we be a true church you must return ; 
if we be not (as a false church is no 
church of God), you must rebaptize. If 
our baptism be good, then is our consti- 
tution good. He tells you true; your 
station is unsafe. Either you must for- 
ward to him, or back to us.”* 


The next writer who claims attention 
is Taomas Hetwys. Inferior to Smyth 
in learning and mental power, but his 
equal in zeal and attachment to the 
cause of truth ; his influence with the 
baptized community at Amsterdam was 
only second to Smyth’s, so that upon his 
death he succeeded him, if not before. 
Most of our writers have supposed the 
former, but, we think, without foundation. 
From a passage in a work which bears 
his name, and which is quoted at length 
by Hanbury,t it appears probable that 
Smyth had left them, or that a separa- 
tion had taken place ; but we only indi- 
cate the source of evidence, without 
entering upon the discussion. 

The early history of Mr. Helwys is 
veiled in great obscurity. We know 
neither the place of his birth or death. 
It is clear, we think, that he emigrated 
with Robinson and others. This writer, 
in replying to one of his works, says, 
“ The truth is, it was Mr. Helwys who 
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above all, either guides or others, 
furthered this passage into strange 
countries ; and if any brought oars, or 
brought sails, as I could show in many 
particulars, and as all that are ac- 
quainted with the manner of our coming 
over can witness with me.’* Robinson 
was from Lincolnshire, and it is more 
than probable that Helwys was from the 
same county, or Robinson could scarcely 
have spoken of him in this way. His 
zeal in the cause of truth is recognized 
by his opponents, though designated 
or associated with terms which only 
their anger dictated. Under an im- 
pression that it was wrong to flee 
from persecution, Helwys and the com- 
pany associated with him, determined 
on returning to their native land, which 
they did about 1614, and where he 
likely finished his course. The works 
which have been attributed to him are 
the following:—“ A Proof that God’s 
Decree is not the Cause of any Man’s 
Sin or Condemnation ; and, that all 
Men are Redeemed by Christ ; and that 
no Infants are Saved.” This is an 8vo. 
volume, and bears date, 1611. I have 
not seen it, but it is mentioned by 
Hanbury.¢ The same writer also 
mentions another with the following 
title, as bearing his signature to the 
dedication: — “ An Advertisemeut, or 
Admonition unto the Congregations 
which men call New Fryelers (Free- 
willers) in the Low Countries. Written 
in Dutch, and published in English. 
Wherein is handled four Principal Points 
of Religion:—1. That Christ took his flesh 
of Mary, having a true earthly, natural 
body. 2. That a sabbath, or day of rest, 
is to be kept holy every first day of the 
week. 8. That there is no succession, 
nor privilege, to persons in the holy 
things. 4. That magistracy being a 
holy ordinance of God, debarveth not 
any from being of the church of Christ. 


* Works, ix. p. 384—400. 
Vol. i. p. 41S, note. 
VOL, VIIl.—FOURTH SERIES. 


_* Religious Communion, p. 41. 
Vol. i, p. 271. 
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After these follow certain Demands 
concerning God’s Decree of Salvation 
and Condemnation. Prov. ix. 8; xxix. 
1. Printed 1611.” This singular work 
consists of ninety-four pages, 12mo. It 
is dedicated to “ Haus de Ries, Reymier 
Wy. Braunston, and the congregation 
whereof they are.” Neither of these 
has been examined by any of our 
historians. Ivimey mentions another 
work, but upon what authority we 
know not. “In a treatise written by 
Mr. Helwys, entitled, ‘A Short Declara- 


tion,” &c.* That he wrote something 
besides what I have ‘mentioned is clear 
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from a work of Robinson’s published in 
1614, in which he professes to “ Silence 
the Clamours raised by Mr. Thomas 
Helwys against our retaining the Bap- 
tism received in England ; and adminis- 
tering of Baptism to Infants.” This is, I 
have no doubt, the work to which Mr. 
Ivimey refers, but we have not been able 
to obtain a copy. Mr. Helwys has been 
claimed by A. Taylor as one of the 
founders of the general baptist body in 
this kingdom ; and it is most probable 
that a close examination of his works 
would confirm what Mr. Taylor has 
only conjectured. 


“MY FATHER IS GREATER THAN I:” 


AN 


EXPOSITORY ESSAY. 


BY THE REV. E. HUXTABLE, CLASSICAL TUTOR TO THE BRISTOL BAPTIST COLLEGE. 


“ Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away and come again unto you. 


If ye loved me 


ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father; for my Father is greater than I.”— 


JOHN xiy, 28. 


Ir is well known, that the impugners 
of the vital doctrine of our Lord’s Deity 
Ifave ever been ready to found on these 
words an argument favourable to their 
views, and to regard them as containing 
an assertion directly negativing the pre- 
vailing doctrine of the Christian church. 
Some, again, whom a just subjection of | 
mind to the explicit teaching of inspired 
apostles, combined with the whole ten- 
dency of the scriptural representation of 
our Saviour’s mediation, has forbidden 
to entertain a doubt, that the W ord, 
which was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, was, really and without trope or 
metaphor, Gop, have often, as we have 
reason to believe, read this verse with 
some degree of uneasy feeling; too deeply 
tinctured with the Spirit of faith to be 


gospel by a passage which they could not 
clearly understand, they have yet been 
painfully affected by the words, as not 
seeming altogether to correspond with 
the apostolic representation of our Lord’s 
person ; and the result, a painful one cer- 
tainly, has been, that not being able to 
satisfy their minds what was the precise 
bearing of the whole passage, they have, 
just here, suspended the effort which 
they generally wish to make, to keep 
their understanding in contact with the 
sense of what they read, and have drily 
perused the words, as presenting an 
enigma which they could not solve, and 
in which their faith could find no repose. 


_ Lastly, there may be a few who, with- 


out feeling exactly this kind of uneasi- 
ness, have not been satisfied by any 


scared away from the foundation of the | interpretation of the passage which they 


* History of the Baptists, vol. i, p. 123, 


have hitherto met with. A few observa- 
tions, therefore, intended to place it in 
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its true light, may not be without 
interest to many amongst our 
readers. 

Some eminent critics have understood 
our Lord as here making an appeal to 
whatever feeling of disinterested affec- 
tion might have existed in the minds of 
his disciples towards himself. Just as if 
a dying saint were to say to his weeping 
relatives, “If you really loved me, you 
would not weep at the happy change 
which is now awaiting me ; you would 
rather rejoice that I am about to pass 
from this state of sin and suffering into 
one of perfect bliss in the glorious 
presence of God.” 

Against this view there appears to me 
to lie several grave and, indeed, fatal 
objections. (1.) Although it is certain 
that our Lord did anticipate his return 
to his Father with deep emotions of 
delight (see John xiii. 31, 32, xvii. 4, 5 ; 
Heb. xii. 2), it yet does not seem to 
harmonize, either with the tender sym- 
pathy with his sorrowing disciples which 
pervades the whole of this farewell ad- 
dress, or with the general character of 
his self-renouncing love to them, that he 
should ask, and even require of them, this 
proof of their affection. The supposition 
seems to me to clash with the whole 
spirit of the discourse. (2.) At no time 
would such language be really suitable. 
A dying saint could never expect that 
true love to himself would lead his sur- 
viving friends to rejoice at his being 
removed from them. He would know 
too well, that in proportion as they 
loved him they must grieve in losing 
his society, and that this grief could be 
only mitigated by the consideration of 
his happiness, and that it could not 
thereby be converted into the opposite 
feeling of delight. In short, it was not 
true, that if the apostles had loved their 
Lord they would have rejoiced at his 
leaving them. (3.) The words, “For 
my Father is greater than I,” are not at 
all such as would have been naturally 
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chosen to express the idea of his own 
happiness or glory. The thought of the 
Father's superiority to himself in great- 
ness and power, is too remotely con- 
nected with that of his own consequent 
glory, to have been chosen to express 
this idea. We should rather have ex- 
pected him to say, “My Father. is 
greater than the world,” or else, “ With 
my Father I shall be glorified.” At any 
rate, the words which he has employed 
do not naturally admit of that interpre- 
tation of the passage which we are now 
considering. We are therefore led to 
consider, whether a review of the con- 
text will not suggest some more probable 
explanation. 

Looking back upon the foregoing 
verses of the chapter commencing with 
the*fifteenth, we observe that our Lord 
had been inculcating on the minds of 
his disciples, that, through his interces- 
sion, the Father would send them 
another present Friend and Teacher 
(for such seems to be the meaning of 
the word, “ Paraclete,” translated “Com- 
forter’’ ), who should be with them, not 
for a brief space, but for ever ; not with- 
out them, but in them. With most affec- 
tionate and, no doubt, tearful earnestness, 
he repeated again and again this promise. 
In that Divine Agent, he would come to 
them ; they should see him ; they should 
participate in his glorious life ; he would 
manifest himself to them ; he, together 
with his Father, would take up his 
abode with them. He himself could at 
present only address their outward ear ; 
a full comprehension of his meaning he 
could not give them: but the Paraclete 
who should be sent by his Father in his 
name, should fully instruct them, and 
would give them a perception of his 
love and care for them, such as it was 
impossible for them to receive from any- 
thing which he could himself say to 
them, (compare, xvi. 12,13). In leay- 
ing them, therefore, he could say to 
them, “ farewell,” in the sense, not 
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merely of wishing them happiness, but 
of promising, and absolutely securing it 
to them. And now we are brought to 
the verse immediately before us. ‘“ Ye 
have heard me say,—I have told you 
already,—that Iam going away, not to 
remain absent from you, but to come 
again to you, and that too in a manner 
inferring for you far higher joy, far more 
perfect communion with myself, than it 
is now in my power to impart. If you 
really loved me, you would not grieve 
at the very short separation which is 
about to take place ; you would rather 
delight in the prospect of that intimate 
fellowship, which, by going away for a 
very short period, I shall be enabled to 
establish betwixt us ; you would rejoice 
at my going to my Father ; for through 
my intercession he will effect between 
you and me an intimacy of union, in 
mutual love and in mutual sympathy, 
such as, according to the arrangements 
of the divine counsels, cannot be esta- 
blished, until by my atoning death I have 
perfected my work upon earth, and until 
I have ascended up into heaven. I can- 
not now enable you to recognize and 
love me in the fulness of my grace as 
your Redeemer; it is not the divine 
will, that Jesus, in the lowliness of his 
mortal humiliation, should so transform 
your spirits as to qualify you for intimate 
fellowship with himself; for this, I am 
now weak and powerless. But the 
Father to whom I am now going és able 
to effect this; with him is the Spirit, 
not however to be dispensed upon you 
till I am glorified (compare, vii. 39) ; 
the Spirit, who possesses an energy of 
power for bringing you into sympathy 
and oneness with myself, such as far 
transcends the utmost efforts which I 
can now employ for this end. In this 
way it is that your love for me will re- 
ceive its fullest gratification ; and there- 
fore that very love should lead you to 
rejoice at our temporary separation, as 
necessary for its completer satisfaction. 


AN EXPOSITORY ESSAY. 


I will see you again, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy none shall 
take from you.” 

This interpretation, I humbly con- 
ceive, fully corresponds both with the 
natural sense of the words, and also 
with the whole discourse. That it suits 
the context, both preceding and follow- 
ing, cannot be questioned ; and it suits 
also the words. In proportion as the 
disciples really and spiritually loved 
their Lord, would they have rejoiced at 
his departure in the flesh so soon—in a 
few weeks only (not to take account of 
the consolations and joys inspired by 
our Lord’s visits to them between his 
resurrection and ascension, to which, as 
I apprehend, he does not immediately 
refer), to rejoin them in the Spirit? It 
might, indeed, be to them at that time a 
*‘ parable,” as he afterwards speaks 
(xvi. 25), how his going to the Father 
would be the means of the restoration to 
them of his presence in a far higher and 
more perfect sense than they had ever 
enjoyed it; but the reason lay, as he 
here intimates, in the fact that the 
power of the Father was greater than 
his; for with the Father was the Spirit, 
which as yet was kept back, till the 
Mediator had made a full atonement for 
sin, and was come into his presence. 
As the earthly and yet suffering Christ, 
he felt,—perhaps with some feeling of 
pain on behalf of his followers, though, 
of course, with perfect submission, as 
always, to the divine will,—that he was 
unable to impart to them those impres- 
sions and those feelings, respecting him- 
self and his work, which he longed for 
them to possess. And here I would 
wish to add, that it seems to me that a 
tone of grief, arising from the cireum- 
stance that his meaning should, of 
necessity, for a space, be so unintel- 
ligible to those whom he so earnestly 
desired to console, may fairly be recog- 
nized in the expression, “My Father is 
greater than I,” as it is to be recognized 
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in other parts of the discourse, particu- 
larly ch. xvi. 25. 


Viewed thus, it is obvious how little 
ground the passage before us affords for 
objections to the doctrine of our Saviour’s 
Deity, whether made by the Unitarian 
or by the Arian. The Redeemer is 
evidently speaking of himself, not as 
the Word, nor yet as the glorified Christ, 
but as he was in his condition previous 
to his death, as the yet earthly and 
suffering Christ. To understand his 
words as referring to any other relation, 
would be, as I apprehend, to destroy 
the whole force of the passage. 


In conclusion, it may be remarked 
that the verse before us furnishes 
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another illustration how fearlessly the 
mind may surrender itself to the teach- 
ing of the scriptures. Passages, which 
to a careless or cavilling reader present 
contradictions and difficulties which he 
pronounces insuperable, when fairly and 
honestly interpreted in the sense in 
which they were originally conceived, 
are found to be in the most perfect and 
beautiful harmony with all other repre- 
sentations made in those sacred pages. 
The bible only requires to be candidly 
and naturally expounded, and then its 
tight to the implicit and entire submis- 
sion of men is, by the soul which seeks 
truth in the fear of God, immediately 
recognized. ‘‘ Thy word is very pure ; 
therefore thy servant loveth it.” 


THE YOUNG MAN’S CLAIMS UPON HIMSELF. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM MIALL. 


SELr-INTEREST, while in its excessive 
development characteristic of fallen hu- 
manity, supplies, when confined within 
due and benevolently defined restric- 
tions, a proper and laudable motive for 
exertion. The man who makes his own 
advantage the end of all his actions, is a 
stranger to the noblest and sweetest 
sentiments which the mind of man can 
cherish ; while he who professes in his 
concern for the welfare of others ever to 
overlook his own, is either insincere, 
and so worthy to be branded as a 
hypocrite, or being sincere, is charge- 
able with the guilt of moral suicide. To 
secure our own interests when we can 
do so without violating the interests of 
others, is a duty dictated alike by sound 
reason and the concurrent and authorita- 
tive voice of divine revelation. 

It may appear a strange assertion, 
yet it is one which observation will 


fully confirm, that at the present day 
there exists a danger of overlooking 
this elementary and obvious fact. 
Aroused from the lethargy in which, 
a few years since, the whole professing 
church was enwrapped, and stimulated 
by earnest and pathetic appeals, and by 
transcendently brilliant example, there 
is a possibility of extending the arms of 
our benevolence so that they may en- 
circle all classes of society and all 
kindreds of men, and, at the same 
time, of overlooking or neglecting the 
prior claims of our own souls upon our 
most attentive regard, our most careful 
culture. 

A young man is perhaps more than 
any other exposed to this danger. No 
sooner does he profess to be a Christian 
than he is besieged on every hand by 
the advocates of the several claimants 
on his sympathy, liberality, and de- 
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voted exertions. The young, so nu- 
merous, so ignorant, so vicious because 
so ignorant, and at the same time so 
capable of impression; the sick and 
dying ; the multitude who, included in 
neither of these classes, and totally un- 
concerned about their everlasting wel- 
fare, are inaccessible except to the 
domiciliary visitor; the widow and 
orphan; the victim of intemperance ; 
the sailor, so necessarily excluded from 
the ordinary services of religion; the 
soldier, so familiar with death, so reck- 
less of damnation ; the votary of a 
fashionable but fearful and truth-subvert- 
ing formalism; the teeming myriads 
composing the multiform sections of 
idol worshippers; these, and many 
others in addition to these, are pre- 
sented to the attention of the youthful 
convert as appealing to his natural and 
religious sensibilities, and crying, “ Come 
over and help us.” We do not mean to 
insinuate that the claims of any of these 
objects of philanthropy are in the 
slightest degree exaggerated; we do 
not mean to reflect on the zeal of their 
several advocates ; we do not mean to 
censure the readiness of our young men 
to consecrate their energies to their 
fellow’s weal ; but we do wish to sug- 
gest that there is one claim imperatively 
urgent in its demands, paramount in its 
importance,—the claim which the young 
man has upon himself. From the duty 
of carefully educating his own mind and 
disciplining his own heart, no cireum- 
stance or combination of circumstances, 
can possibly relieve him. 

Nor let it be objected that a scrupu- 
lous performance of these duties will 
either incapacitate for, or interfere with, 
a zealous and successful deyotement to 
the good of others. As in the natural 
world to set aside established laws 
might be to ensure a limited and 
transient benefit, but which, occasion- 
ing general derangement, would as- 
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suredly result in universal and per- 
manent evil; so in the moral world to 
act upon mere impulse, and in opposi- 
tion to philosophy and scripture, may 
be to secure temporary consequences 
the most brilliant, but which must in- 
evitably be succeeded by correspondent, 
general, and long-continued ills. 

The young man who zealously devotes 
his energies to the benefit of others, 
while at the same time habitually re- 
garding the claims of himself upon him- 
self, will enter on his benevolent engage- 
ments in the enjoyment of the approval 
of his own conscience, with a mind that 
cannot be exhausted, and a heart that 
knows not to faint. His success, though 
not always apparent, will be real; it 
will not be fitful, but constant; not 
evanescent, but lasting; and his course, 
though protracted beyond that of others, 
will be like that of the sun ‘ which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.” When at length, having “ served 
his generation by the will of God,” he 
shall be gathered to his fathers, the 
good accomplished by him will be 
incaleulably greater than that resulting 
from the labours of his early and more 
ostentatious competitor who, intent 
upon keeping others’ vineyards, neg- 
lected to keep his own. 

“Keep thy heart with all diligence,” 
is the certainly not unneeded command 
of inspiration. Improve thyself if thou 
wouldst improve others, is the sugges- 
tion of past experience, the dictate of 
solid sense. 

If, then, you desire to be found in the 
consistent and uniform observance of 
every incumbent duty ; if contemplat- 
ing the mental elevation or spiritual 
renovation of your fellow-creatures, you 
are anxious so to labour that results the 
greatest and most glorious may ensue, 
bear in mind, and constantly endeavour 
to discharge, the young man’s claims 
upon himself. 
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FACTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 


Aut the money expended for bibles, 
tracts, and missionary societies, does 
not amount to one hundredth part of 
the sum wasted in China for buying 
gold and silver paper to burn before 
the idols. GuTzarF. 

In the year 1793, the present sovereign 
of France, then the young and destitute 
Due de Chartres, a member of one of the 
most ancient reigning families, travelling 
with a single domestic, on foot, over the 
snowy Alps, approached the hospitable 
convent of St. Gothard. He rang the 
bell, and a capuchin appearing at the 
window, asked in Italian, “ What do 
you want?” “Some nourishment for 
my companion and myself,” replied the 
wanderer. “ We do not receive foot 
passengers or persons of your sort here,” 
rejoined the capuchin. “ But,” reverend 
father, “ we will pay what you demand,” 
said the Duke. “ No, no; the inn oppo- 
site is good enough for you,” said the 
“monk, and pointing to a miserable shed 
where the muleteers stop for refresh- 
ment, he closed the window and dis- 
appeared. Surely this one slight scene 
might teach us that the account of 
vicissitudes incident to greatness three 
thousand years ago : — “He poureth 
contempt upon princes, and causeth 
them to wander in the wilderness where- 
in there is no way,’ has not become 
wholly inapplicable by the lapse of 
ages. SHEPPARD. 


They who followed the multitude 
rather than Noah, were drowned in the 
flood. They who followed the multi- 
tude rather than Lot, were destroyed in 
the cities of the plain. They who fol- 
lowed the multitude rather than Joshua 
and Caleb, perished in the wilderness. 
And as it was then, so it is now :—‘‘ As 
for such as turn aside to their crooked 
ways, the Lord will Jead them forth 


with the workers of iniquity.” Jay. 


David sinned at the age of fifty-one 
more dreadfully than ever. Do not 
trust, therefore, to your own past ex- 
perience to preserve you: feel your 
dependence every moment. A criminal 
passion shot in at his eye, seized the 
castle of his heart, and led him captive. 

Ryzanp. 

Printed pastoral charges have also 
yielded me much benefit; especially, 
and above all of this class, that incom- 
parable and inestimable one by the 
venerable Abraham Booth, entitled, 
“Pastoral Cautions,” which, in the 
early parts of my ministry, I read so 
frequently that I have learned many 
portions of it memoriter. I owe more 
to that small tract than perbaps to any 
book, except the bible. It is the best 
manual for pastors, for its size, that I am 
acquainted with. Jamus. 


Much more injury is done by the 
recognition of false principles, than by 
ignorance of true ones. Carson, 


THOUGHTS ON MELANCHOLY. 


Whene’er oppressed by grief or gloom, 
And sadness fills the wearied soul, 
Soft comes the memory of the tomb, 
To bear us from the world’s control ; 
And sorrow to the lonely mind, 
Seems like a spell to mortals given, 
To leave this groyelling earth behind, 
And turn a longing gaze to heaven. 


Oxford. 


When pleasure but a canker seems, 
And mirth is bitterness to hear, 
Its holy presence calmly beams, 
And soothes our sorrow, dries our tear; 
And then that dark and dreary stream, 
Which parts from those we used to love, 
Tempts with such bright, such peaceful beam 
That earth is lost in views above. 


Bp, By Wa 
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Elements of Church History. Vol. I. Com- 
prising the External History of the Church 
during the First Three Centuries. By 
Davip Wetsu, D.D., F.R.S.E., Professor 
of Divinity and Church History, New 
College, Edinburgh ; formerly Regius 
Professor of Divinity and Church History 
in the University of Edinburgh. Edin- 
burgh: 8vo. pp. 479. Price 12s. 


A Family History of Christ’s Universal 
Church. By the Rev. Henry STEBBING, 
D.D. Uondon: 8yvo. Parts I. and II., 
Price 2s. each. 


Tuovcn the materials for forming a 
complete history of the Christian church 
are far too scanty to satisfy the desires 
of an earnest inquirer, and some par- 
ticulars relating to its internal state in 
the earliest and most interesting centuries 
are comparatively obscure, there are 
records accessible with which it is im- 
portant to be acquainted. It is not 
known, perhaps, as generally as is desir- 
able, that independently of the writings 
of its members or friends, there is abun- 
dant evidence to show that the Christian 
church didnot spring into being at the time 
when a Roman emperor first took it under 
his protection ; that from the days of the 
apostles to the days of Constantine there 
had been such communities as the writ- 
ings of the apostles would lead us to 
expect should exist; that the professed 
followers of Christ experienced in those 
times just such treatment from “ the 
world” as he had declared they would 
receive; and that, unassisted by the 
patronage of the great or the favour 
of the public, they sustained persecu- 
tions, for their firm endurance of which 
their adversaries were at a loss to ac- 
count, and increased in a manner which 
showed that while supernatural energy 
supported theirminds it also accompanied 
their doctrine. However little depen- 
dence we may be disposed to place on the 
testimony of those who are called the 
Fathers, or on the purity of the channels 
through which their works have been 
transmitted to our times, we find in the 
writings of their opponents ample proof 


that there were such men, and that their 
professions and circumstances were simi- 
lar to those depicted in their ostensible 
remains, and especially, abundant corro- 
boration of the statements contained in 
the scriptures of the New Testament 
respecting the times of the inspired 
penmen, and their immediate successors. 
There are classes of our readers to whom 
it may be useful to show this. We are 
not aware that it has ever been done, 
except in connexion with critical dis-— 
quisitions, and historical facts deduced 
from other sources; and though we 
cannot do the effort justice within 
allowable limits, we may give such an 
outline as will be to some of our friends 
both pleasing and salutary. To many, 
indeed, the citations will not be new; 
but even to them it may be gratifying 
to see testimonies with which they are 
familiar thus consecutively arranged. 


In the year 64 of the Christian era, 
while some of the apostles were still 
living, the greater part of the city of 
Rome was destroyed by a tremendous 
fire, which lasted a whole week, and 
which contemporary historians ascribe 
to the wanton barbarity and love of 
mischief by which the emperor Nero 
was at that time actuated. The cele- 
brated historian, Tacitus, was then a boy. 
In his Annals, sixteen books of which 
have come down to us, after adverting 
to the indignation of the public, and 
the efforts of the emperor to propitiate 
the people and their deities, he gives the 
following representation, in which may 
be seen at once his prejudices against 
the sect “every where spoken against,” 
and his acquaintance with its prevalence 
and sufferings :—‘ But neither human 
help, nor the largesses of the emperor, 
nor the atonements offered to the gods, 
could screen him from the infamy of 
having caused the conflagration. Nero, 
therefore, to suppress the reports that 
were abroad, turned the accusation 
against others, and inflicted the most 
exquisite tortures upon those people 
who were held in abhorrence for their 
crimes, and were commonly known by 
the name of Christians. They derived 
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their name from Christ, who in the reign 
of Tiberius had suffered death as a 
criminal under the procurator Pontius 
Pilate. This pernicious superstition, 
though checked for a while, broke out 
“again, and spread not only over Judea, 
the source of this evil, but reached the 
city also, whither flow from all quarters 
all things vile and shameful, and where 
they find shelter and encouragement. 
At first, those only were apprehended 
who confessed themselves of that sect ; 
afterwards a vast multitude was dis- 
covered by them, all of whom were con- 
demned, not so much for the crime of 
burning the city as for their enmity to 
mankind. Their executions were so con- 
trived as to expose them to derision and 
contempt. Some were covered over 
with the skins of wild beasts, and torn 
to pieces by dogs. Some were nailed 
upon crosses; and others, having been 
daubed over with combustible matter, 
were set up as lights in the night time, 
and thus burned to death. Nero em- 
ployed his own garden as the theatre 
for this dreadful spectacle, where he also 
- exhibited the diversions of the circus, 
sometimes standing in the crowd in the 
habit of a charioteer, at others driving a 
chariot himself, till at length these men, 
though really criminal, and deserving 
exemplary punishment, began to be 
_ commiserated as people who were de- 
stroyed, not out of regard to the public 
welfare, but only to gratify the cruelty 
of one man.” 

Pontus and Bithynia, it will be re- 
membered, were two of the provinces 
in which the persons resided to whom 
the apostle Peter addressed his first 
epistle, in order to strengthen their faith 
and encourage them to bear patiently 
the persecutions they were called to sus- 
tain from their heathen neighbours. 
About forty years after this, in the year 
107, the governor of these provinces was 
an eminent philosopher, a man who had 
been consul of Rome, and an intimate 
friend of the emperor, Trajan. Above 
two hundred of his letters are extant, 
and the following, written to his im- 
perial master, is one of them :— 

“It is my constant custom, sire, to refer 
myself to you in all matters concerning 
which I have any doubt. For who can 
better direct me where I hesitate, or 
instruct me where I am ignorant ? 

“JT have never been present at any 
trials of Christians: so that I know not 
swell what is the subject matter of punish- 
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ment, or of inquiry, or what strictness 
ought to be used in either. Nor have I 
been a little perplexed to determine 
whether any difference ought to made 
upon account of age, or whether the 
young and tender, and the'full-grown and 
robust, ought to be treated alike: whe- 
ther repentance should entitle to par- 
don, or whether all who have once been 
Christians ought to be punished, though 
they are now no longer so: whether the 
name itself, although no crimes be de- 
tected, or crimes only belonging to the 
name, ought to be punished. Concern- 
ing all these things I am in doubt. 

«<Tn the mean time, I have taken this 
course with all who have been brought 
before me, and have been accused as 
Christians. I have put the question to 
them, whether they were Christians. 
Upon their confessing to me that they 
were, I repeated the question a second 
and a third time, threatening also to 
punish them with death. Such as still 
persisted, I ordered away to be punished ; 
for I did not doubt, whatever might be 
the nature of their belief, that contumacy 
and inflexible obstinacy ought to be 
punished. There were others of the 
same infatuation, whom, because they 
are Roman citizens, I have noted down 
to be sent to the city. 

“ Ina short time, the crime spreading 
itself, even whilst under persecution, as 
is usual in such cases, divers sorts of 
people came in my way. <A written 
information was presented to me with- 
out mentioning the author, containing 
the names of many persons, who, upon 
examination, denied that they were 
Christians, or had ever been so: who 
repeated after me an invocation of the 
gods, and with wine and frankincense 
made supplication to your image, which, 
for that purpose, I had caused to be 
brought and set before them, together 
with the statues of the deities. More- 
over, they reviled the name of Christ. 
None of which things, it is said, they 
who are really Christians, can by any 
means be compelled to do. These, 
therefore, I thought proper to discharge. 

“ Others were named by an informer, 
who at first confessed themselves Chris- 
tians, and afterwards denied it. Some 
said they had been Christians, but had 
ceased to be so,—some three years ago, 
some longer, and one, or more, above 
twenty years. They all worshipped. 
your image, and the statues of the gods: 
these also reviled Christ. They affirmed 
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that the whole of their fault, or error, lay | 
in this, that they were wont to meet 
together on a stated day, before it was 
light, and sing among themselves alter- 
nately a hymn to Christ, as a god, and 
bind themselves by an oath, not to the 
commission of any wickedness, not to 


be guilty of theft, or robbery, or adultery, 
—never to falsify their word, nor to 
deny a pledge committed to them when 
called upon to return it. When these 
things were performed, it was their 
custom to separate, and then to come 
together to a meal, which they ate in 
common without any disorder: but this 
they had forborne, since the publication 
of my edict, by which, according to your 
commands, I prohibited assemblies. 

“ After receiving this account, I judged 
it the more necessary to examine, and 
that by torture, two maid-servants, 
which were called ministers. But I 
discovered nothing beside a bad and 
excessive superstition. ; 

‘Suspending, therefore, all judicial 
proceedings, I have recourse to you for 
advice; for it has appeared to me a 
matter highly deserving consideration, 
especially on account of the great num- 
ber of persons who are in danger of 
suffering. For many of all ages, and 
every rank, of both sexes likewise, are 
accused, and will be accused. Nor has 
the contagion of this supersition seized 
cities only, but the lesser towns also, 
and the open country. Nevertheless, 
it seems to me that it may be restrained 
and corrected. It is certain that the 
temples, which were almost forsaken, 
begin to be more frequented ; and the 
sacred solemnities, after a long inter- 
mission, are revived. Victims, likewise, 
are every where bought up, whereas 
for some time there were few purchasers. 


Whence it is easy to judge what num- 
bers of men might be reclaimed, if room 
were allowed for repentance.” 

The reply of Trajan is also preserved: 
it is as follows :— 

“You have done what you ought, 
my Pliny, in examining the cases of 
those who have been brought be- 
fore you as Christians; for it is im- 
possible to establish any one rule that 
shall hold universally. They are not to 
be sought for. If any are brought be- 
fore you, and are convicted, they ought 
to be punished. However, he that 
denies his being a Christian, and makes 


it evident in fact, that is, by supplicating 
to our gods, though he be suspected to 
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have been so formerly, let him be par- 
doned upon repentance. But in no case, 
of any crime whatever, may a bill of 
information be received without being 
signed by him who presents it ; for that 
would be a dangerous precedent, and 
unworthy of our age.” 

In, or about the age of Trajan, lived 
Epictetus, a Stoic philosopher, whose 
“Discourses” were published after his 
death by his friend Arrian. He inquires, 
in one of them, “ Whether a man could 
not, by the inquiries of reason into the 
laws and order of the world, obtain that 
fearlessness which the Galileans ob- 
tained by habit and mad enthusiasm?” 
Blaming persons who assumed the pro- 
fession of philosophy without acting up 
to it, he says, “ Why do you call your- 
self a Stoic? Why deceive the multi- 
tude? Why should you pretend to be a 
Greek, when you are a Jew? Do you 
not perceive upon what terms a man is 
called a Jew, a Syrian, an Egyptian ? 
When we see a man inconsistent with 
his principles, we say he is not a Jew, 
but only pretends to be so; but when 
he has the temper of a man dipped 
[BsBappevov] and professed, then he is 
indeed, and is called, a Jew.” 

Lucian of Samosata, who sustained a 
high office at Alexandria in the middle 
of the second century, gives an account 
in a letter to his friend Cronius of the 
death of a profligate adventurer named 
Peregrinus, who burnt himself publicly 
at the Olympic games. He had been 
guilty of many crimes ; and appeared in 
many characters, among others in that of 
a Christian. According to Lucian’s state- 
ment, he imposed upon the generosity of 
the Christians among whom he was 
placed, received succour from them 
when imprisoned, but at length was 
expelled from their society. “ He wan- 
dered about,” says Lucian, “in divers 
countries to conceal the place of his 
retreat, till, upon coming into Judea, he 
learnt the wonderful doctrine of the 
Christians, by conversing with their 
priests and teachers. In a little time 
he showed them that they were but 
children compared with himself, for he 
became not only a prophet, but the 
head of their congregation ; in a word, 
he was every thing to them, he ex- 
plained their books, and composed 
seyeral tracts himself, inasmuch that 
they spoke of him sometimes as a god, 
and certainly considered him as a law- 
giver and a ruler. However, these 
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people, in fact, adore that great person 
who had been crucified in Palestine, as 
being the first who taught men that 
religion. While these things were going 
on, Peregrinus was apprehended and 
put in prison on account of his being 
a Christian. This disgrace loaded him 
with honour; it was the very thing he 
ardently desired; it made him more 
reputable among those of that persua- 
sion, and furnished him with a power of 
performing wonders. The Christians, 
grievously afflicted at his confinement, 
used their utmost efforts to procure him 
his liberty, and as they saw they could 
not compass it, they provided abundantly 
for all his wants, and rendered him all 
imaginable services. There was seen by 
the break of day at the prison-gate, a 
company of old women, widows, and 
orphans, some of whom, after having 
corrupted the guard with money, passed 
the night with him. There they partook 
of elegant repasts, and entertained one 
another with religious discourses. They 
called that excellent man the new 
Socrates. There came even Christians 
deputed from many cities of Asia, to 
converse with him, to comfort him, and 
to bring him supplies of money ; for the 
eare and diligence which the Christians 
exert in these junctures is incredible : 
they spare nothing in such cases. They 
sent large sums to Peregrinus, and his 
- confinement was to him an occasion of 
amassing great riches, for these poor 
people are firmly persuaded they shall 
one day enjoy immortal life; therefore 
they despise death with wonderful 
courage, and offer themselves volun- 
tarily to punishment, Their first law- 
giver has put it into their heads that 
they are all brethren. Since they sepa- 
rated from us, they persevere in reject- 
ing the gods of the Grecians, and in 
worshipping that deceiver who was 
crucified ; they regulate their manners 
and conduct by his laws; they despise. 
therefore, all earthly possessions, and 
use them in common. ‘Therefore, if any 
magician, or juggler, or cunning fellow 
who knows how to make his advantage 
of opportunity, happens to get into their 
society, he immediately grows rich, 
because it is easy for a man of this sort 
to abuse the simplicity of those silly 
people. Peregrinus, however, was set 
at liberty by the president of Syria, who 
was a lover of philosophy and of its 
professors ; and who, having perceived 
that this man courted death out of 
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vanity, and a fondness for renown, 
released him, despising him too much 
to have a desire of inflicting capital 
punishment on him. Peregrinus returned 
into his own country, and as some were 
inclined to prosecute him on account of 
his parricide, he gave all his wealth to his 
fellow-citizens, who being gained by this 
liberality, imposed silence on his ac- 
cusers. He left this country a second 
time in order to travel, reckoning he 
should find every thing he wanted in 
the purses of the Christians, who were 
punctual in accompanying him wherever 
he went, and in supplying him with all 
things in abundance. He subsisted in 
this manner for a considerable time, but 
having done something which the Chris- 
tians abhor (they saw him, I think, 
make use of some meats forbidden 
amongst them), he was abandoned by 
them, insomuch that, having not any 
longer the means of support, he would 
fain have revoked the donation he had 
made to his country.” 

Lampridius, a heathen, one of the six 
writers of what is called the Augustan 
History, says of Alexander Severus, 
whose reign commenced in the year 
222, “ He had a mind to build a temple 
to Christ, and to receive him into the 
number of the deities. Which Adrian 
also is supposed to have thought of 
before ; who ordered temples without 
images to be erected in all cities ; which 
temples, at this very time, because they 
have no deities in them, are called 
Adrian’s. And he is said to have pre- 
pared them for that purpose: but he was 
forbid by those who consulted the oracles, 
they having found, that if that was done, 
all men would become Christians, and 
the other temples would be forsaken.” 

Vopiscus, the last of the Augustan 
writers, mentions a letter from Aurelian; 
who was proclaimed emperor in 270, on 
occasion of the incursion of some people 
of Germany into Italy, upbraiding the 
Roman senate for backwardness to open 
the books whence they might learn what 
sacrifices ought to be offered for the 
public safety. “There is,” says Vopis- 
cus, ‘a letter of Aurelian concerning the 
Sibylline books, which I insert here to 
confirm the account which I have given. 
‘I wonder that you, holy fathers, have 
so long hesitated about opening the 
Sibylline books : just as if your consul- 
tations were held in some church of the 
Christians, and not in the temple of all 


| the gods.’ ” 
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As the first edict of Constantine, 
tolerating the Christian faith, was issued 
by him conjointly with his heathen 
colleague Licinius, it may be fairly con- 
joined to this series of extracts from 
pagan writers. In the spring of 313, the 
two emperors met at Milan, and agreed 
to the following enactment :— 

«* When we, Constantine and Licinius, 
emperors, had an interview at Milan, 
and conferred together with respect to 
the good and security of the common- 
wealth, it seems to us, that amongst those 
things that are profitable to mankind in 
general, the reverence paid to the 
divinity merited our first and chief 
attention, and that it was proper that 
the Christians and all others should 
have liberty to follow that mode of reli- 
gion which to each of them appeared 
best, so that God, who is seated in 
heaven, might be benign and propitious 
to us, and to every one under our 
government ; and, therefore, we judged it 
a salutary measure, and one highly con- 
sonant to right reason, that no man 
should be denied leave of attaching 
himself to the rites of the Christians, or 
to whatever other religion his mind 
directed him, that thus the supreme 
Divinity, to whose worship we freely 
devote ourselves, might continue to 
vouchsafe his fayour and beneficence 
to us. And, accordingly, we give you 
to know that, without regard to any 
provisos in our former orders to you 
concerning the Christians, all who 
choose that religion are to be permitted 
freely and absolutely to remain in it, 
and not to be disturbed any ways, or 
molested. And we thought fit to be 
thus special in the things committed to 
your charge, that you might understand, 
that the indulgence which we have 
granted in matters of religion to the 
Christians is ample and unconditional ; 
and perceive, at the same time, that the 
open and free exercise of their respective 
religions is granted to all others as well 
as to the Christians; for it befits the 
well ordered state and the tranquillity of 
our times, that each individual be al- 
lowed, according to his own choice, to 
worship the divinity ; and we mean not 
to derogate aught from the honour due 
to any religion or its votaries. More- 
over, with respect to the Christians, we 
formerly gaye certain orders concerning 
the places appropriated for their religious 
assemblies ; but now we will, that all 
persons who have purchased such places, 
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either from our exchequer, or from any- 
one else, do restore them to the Chris- 
tians without money demanded or price 
claimed, and that this be performed 
peremptorily and unambiguously ; and 
we will also that they who have ob- 
tained any right to such places by form 
of gift, do forthwith restore them to the 
Christians ; reserving always to such 
persons who have either purchased for a 
price, or gratuitously acquired them, to 
make application to the judge of the 
district if they look on themselves as 
entitled to any equivalent from our 
beneficence. All those places are, by 
your intervention, to be immediately 
restored to the Christians. And because 
it appears that, besides the places appro- 
priated to religious worship, the Chris- 
tians did possess other places which 
belonged not to individuals, but to their 
society in general, that is, to their 
churches; we comprehend all such 
within the regulation aforesaid, and we 
will that you cause them all to be re- 
stored to the society or churches, and 


| that without hesitation or controversy ; 


provided always that the persons mak- 
ing restitution without a price paid shall 
be at liberty to seek indemnification 


| from our bounty. In furthering all which 


things for the behoof of the Christians, 
you are to use your utmost diligence to 
the end that our orders be speedily 
obeyed, and our gracious purpose in 
securing the public tranquillity pro- 
moted. So shall the divine favour, 
which in affairs of the mightiest im- 
portance we have already experienced, 
continue to give success to us, and, in 
our successes, make the commonwealth 
happy. And that the tenor of this, our 
gracious ordinance, may be made known 
unto all, we will that you cause it, by 
your authority, to be published every 
where.” 

Some of these documents are con- 
tained in one or both of the works be- 
fore us; others may be found in the 
writings of Lardner; which on all such 
subjects are an invaluable treasury, and 
of which we perceive that Dr. Welsh 
has availed himself largely. The pre- 
ceding sketch would have been much 
more interesting had we allowed our- 
selves to quote the language of those 
avowed assailants of Christianity, Celsus 
and Porphyry; but, unhappily, their 
books have perished, and all that we 
possess are extracts given in the answers 
of Christian respondents. We do not 
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doubt the authenticity of these extracts, 
but still they are not evidence of the 
same unquestionable character as that 
which we have adduced. There is a 
peculiar pleasure to be derived from a 
series of statements made solely in the 
undoubted words of hostile witnesses. 
We wish to derive hence also an argu- 
ment in favour of the study of ecclesi- 
astical history. If so much information 
is furnished by the heathen, it may be 
fairly presumed that the illustrations 
and additions furnished by Christian 
writers will be found deeply interesting, 
and nourishing to faith. 

Dr. Welsh’s volume is the first of six or 
seven which he contemplates, and which 
will comprise, we hope, a more compre- 
hensive and judicious history of the 
church during the first sixteen centuries 
than is at present to be found in the 
English language. This volume, being 
confined to the external history of the 


period, does not contain much that is | 


new: its chief excellence is its adapta- 
tion to the exigences of the present age, 
due attention being given to the mis- 
representations and false reasonings of 
such men as Strauss, Semler, and Gibbon. 
The author's views of church govern- 
ment do not appear in this portion of his 
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work, and though we desire much a sight 
of the next volame, we cannot help 
thinking that advantages may accrue 
from the delay, as Dr. Welsh’s new 
position in reference to the state and. 
the state-church in his part of the island, 
may enable him now to look at certain 
questions with a greater freedom from 
bias than he could have possessed some 
years ago. 

Dr. Stebbing’s work is intended, not 
for students, but for families. He pro- 
poses to complete it~in twelve parts, 
forming two volumes octavo. Dr. Steb- 
bing is a churchman: he reads with the 
eyes of a churchman, and writes the 
language of a churchman ; but, judgin 
from the pages before us,—and though 
he is not an unpractised writer, we con- 
fess our want of acquaintance with his 
previous productions,—he appears to be 
a moderate and pious churchman. He 
receives, without scruple, traditionary 
anecdotes to which we give no cre- 
dence, and has very different views of 
ecclesiastical authority from our own. 
We shall convey our sentiments, we 
presume, inoffensively as well as ex- 
pressively, if we.say that he writes very 
much in the spirit of his predecessors, 
Joseph and Isaac Milner, 
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Reality of the Gracious Influence of the Holy 
Spirit. By the late Joun Jamieson, D.D., 
F.R.S., and F.S.A.8., Author of “The 
Scottish Etymological Dictionary,” &c., &c. 
With a Memoir, by the Rev. ANDREW 
Somervittr, Dumbarton. Glasgow : 
Robertson. Pp. cy. 351. 


The author of this treatise, who was born at 
Glasgow in 1759, was an eminent minister of 
the secession church at Forfar from 1780 to 
1797, and at Edinburgh from 1797 to 1838, 
when he died, “ universally regretted, esteemed, 
and beloved, not more for his learning, piety, 
and social qualities, than as one of the few 
remaining endeared links which connect Scot- 
tish society with the past.” By general scholars 
he was revered as a profound philologist; and 
assiduous investigator of the antiquities of his 
country ; and he rendered service to theologians 
more than half a century ago, by the publica- 
tion of Sermons on the Heart, in two octavo 
yolumes, which we have long known and valued, 
and a masterly answer to Dr. Priestly’s History 
of Early Opinions. The work before us con- 
sists of Dissertations, in the preparation of 
which he spent many years, and which he 


bequeathed to the United Associate Synod. 
They contain much substantial thought, on 
one of the most important topics that can 
engage attention; and though we can scarcely 
hope that they will become popular in this part 
of the island, we do not hesitate to recommend 
them strongly to our brethren in the ministry, 
who will gain from them an ample recompense 
for the time expended in their perusal. 


The Vaudois. Comprising Observations made 
during a Tour to the Valleys of Piedmont, in 
the Summer of 1844. Together with Remarks, 
introductory and interspersed, respecting the 
Origin, History, and present Condition of 
that interesting, People. By E. HENDERSON, 
D.D, UWondon: 12mo. pp. 262, 


The author tells us that he was induced to 
visit the valleys last summer in order to elicit 
such information respecting the Vaudois as 
might guide him and his brethren in reference 
to further proceedings. During the thirteen 
days that he spent in the district, he appears to 
have enjoyed much pleasure; in a portion of 
which his readers will participate, though many 
of them will probably sympathize with us in 
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the fecling that the visit was too short for the 
formation of opinions of much value, as they 
could be founded only on :first impressions 
respecting the character and condition of the 
residents. Dr. Henderson is mistaken in sup- 
posing that after the times of Dr. Allix the 
Vaudois were almost lost sight of “till about 
twenty years ago, when the first of Dr. Gilly’s 
interesting works brought them again into 
notice.” Some years previously public atten- 
tion had been directed to them by Mr. William 
Jones, whose History of the Waldenses, first 
published in 1812, received from the critics of 
the time deservedly high commendation, and 
soon passed through several editions. Then, 
however, or soon afterwards, Dr. Henderson 
was laudably occupied in other parts of Europe, 
and this may have occasioned him to overlook 
Mr. Jones’s book and its effects; but we wish 
that some of our congregational brethren would 
acquaint themselves more fully than they appear 
to do with the publications af baptists, and thus 
preserve themselves from the erroneous supposi- 
tion that baptism is the only subject on which 
we write. When Dr. Gilly visited the Vaudois, 
he looked at them with the eyes of a church- 
man, and thought he saw episcopacy ; Dr. Hen- 
derson could find no episcopacy, but he really 
did see “a small phial with water and a towel,” 
and an infant on whom the water was poured ; 
but neither of them, alas! could see the genuine 
old ‘Waldenses; for though there are some 
pleasing points of resemblance between the 
present and the ancient occupants of the 
valleys, it is lamentably true that even before 
the exterminating ravages of the sword at the 
close of the eventoauth century, alterations in 
their modes of worship were made, “in con- 
formity with the practice of the protestant 
churches of Geneva and France.” 


The Christian urged to Usefulness, An Address 
to the Churches of Christ. By CHARLES 
Larom. London. 24mo, pp. 68. Price Is. 
cloth. 


In this neat little volume severals incidents 
are mentioned illustrative of the ignorance and 
inattention to divine truth which are to be 
found jn our cities, towns, and villages; the 
consequent duty of a Christian church, the 
requisites to the performance of the duty, and 
inducements to discharge it are clearly stated ; 
and the whole subject is urged in a spirit corre- 
sponding with the affecting language of a dying 
woman to whom reference is made :—* A dying 
woman, ignorant of the way of salvation, when 
found a few hours before she expired, by a 
visitor of a Christian Instruction society at a 
respectable village in the environs of London, 
who explained to her the plan of redemption by 
Christ, said to the visitor, whose words had 
awakened in her mind much concern, and some 
hope, ‘It was not kind of my religious neigh- 
bours, who knew how poor sinners could be 
saved, to let me go on in my sin: we are a 
great deal too shy to one another about such 
things.’” An extensive circulation of the work 
will be a great blessing to the churches. 


The British Quarterly Review, No. I. February, 
1845. London: Jackson and Walford. 8vo. 
pp: 336, 


None but a bookseller can be expected to 
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know even the titles of all the quarterlies that 
now issue from the press; and but few book-~ 
sellers could tell off-hand by what shades of 
opinion they differ from each other, or from 
what coterie each emanates, There are the 
Edinburgh Review, the Westminster Review, 
the English Review, the North British Review, 
the Quarterly Review, the New Quarterly 
Review, the British and Foreign Quarterly 
Review, the British and Colonial Review, and 
now we have before us The British Quarterly 
Review. It may be convenient to some of our 
readers to be certified that this last is the new 
quarterly in which Dr, Vaughan and some of 
his friends propose to exhibit to the world, 
purely and without baptist leaven, the genuine 
sentiments of the congregational dencmination. 
As we expected, there is in the present number 
no attack upon the baptists, or reference of any 
kind to their existence. There is nothing on 
biblical science, and little on theology ; the 
predominant topics are political or historical. 
The first, on the Pilgrim Fathers, which is in 
fact a sketch of the rise of congregationalism in 
England and the sufferings of its first advo- 
cates, occupies thirty-six pages ; to this succeed 
Tractarian Theology, forty-two pages ;— the 
Morality of Party, thirty-eight pages; — the 
Factory System and Legislation, forty pages ;— 
Life and Discoveries of Dalton, forty-two pages ; 
— Lord John Russell, thirty-four pages ; — 
Prescott’s Ferdinand and Isabella, forty-four 
pes 3—Lord Eldon, forty-six pages ;—Critical 

otices of sixteen new Books, six pages ;—and 
Literary and Scientific Intelligence, Home and 
Foreign, eight pages. Throughout, the style of 
writing is respectable. 


The North British Review. No. IV, 
burgh: Kennedy. 8vo. pp. 347. 


This is the quarterly representative of the 
community calling itself the Free Church of 
Scotland. It contains ten articles, the sub- 
jects of which are, Dana’s System of Mineralogy, 
twenty-seven pages ;— Thornton’s History of 
British India, thirty-six pages ;—The Scottish 
Monks, thirty pages ;—Fitchett’s King Alfred, 
thirteen pages;— Life and Writings of Dr. 
Arnold, forty-one pages ;— Baron Hugel’s 
Travels in Kashmir and the Panjab, twenty- 
seven pages;—Poor Laws of Scotland, forty- 
four pages ;—Palestine, fifty pages ;—Christian 
Union, twenty-four pages; — the Jesuits in 
France, fifty-five pages. The prevailing charac- 
ter of these articles is solidity rather than 
attractiveness, 


The Eclectic Review. February, 1845. 
don: Ward and Co, 8yo, pp. 120. 


The present number of this monthly visitor, 
with which during the last forty years so many 
pleasing associations have connected themselves, 
commences with a critique on Dr. Halley’s 
volume on the Sacraments. The writer, him- 
self a congregationalist, expresses his dissent 


Edin- 


Lon- 


b=) 
from some of Dr. Halley’s opinions, though, 
of course, he avoids the topics in controversy 
between the baptists and the pedobaptists. 
He expresses his regret that these topics should 
have been introduced into the Congregational 
Lecture at all, This ‘article occupies twenty- 
three pages, and is followed by others, on 
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Barere’s Memoirs, twenty-two pages :—Father 
Ripa’s Residence at Peking, Ercles aes i 
Justin Martyr, seventeen pages ;—the Modern 
Syrians, seven pages;— Madge’s Lectures on 
Puseyism, ten pages;— Border’s Journey to 
Jerusalem, seven pages ;—the Secularity of the 
Church Establishment, sixteen pages;—and 
five or six pages of Brief Notices. 


The Biblical Repository and Classical Review. 
Edited by Joun Hotmes Acnew. Third 
Series. No. I, Whole No. LVII, January, 
1845, New York: Leavitt, Trow, and Co, 
London: Wiley and Putnam. 8vo, pp. 194. 


The Biblical Repository, published quarterly 
in New York, has long been esteemed highly by 
theological students on this side of the Atlantic. 
This is the first number of a new series, in 
which the words Classical Review are to appear 
on the title-page, as descriptive of the character 
of many of the articles. It contains seven 
essays and reviews, averaging five and twenty 
pages each, and twenty-seven short Critical 
Notices. We are happy to see in it a notice of 
Professor Bush’s work on the Resurrection, in 
very much the same spirit as our own last month. 
“Tt seems to us,” says the writer, “that, on a 
subject so momentous, one that cannot be 
apprehended by intuition, or reasoned out by 
logic ; one that lies beyond human ken, and 
must be developed by divine intelligence, it 
were wise not to commence with theorizing, 
and exalting human reason, but to go and sit, 
like a little child, looking up into the face of 
Infinite Wisdom, imploring a revelation of the 
truth.” 


Missionary Enterprises in Many Lands, With 
a Brief History of Missionary Societies. By 
JaBez Burns, Minister of Anon Chapel, 
St. Mary-le-Bone. Author of “ Death-bed 
Triumphs,” “ Youthful Piety,” &¢c., &c. Lon- 
don: 32mo, pp. 416. Price 2s. 6d. 

This is a good-looking and cheap volume, con- 
taining many interesting facts relating to mis- 
sions, derived from authentic sources. Remem- 
bering whence it proceeds, however, we must 
say, that we are surprised to find so small a 
proportion of its contents to relate to baptist 
missions, and reference to recent events con~- 
nected with them so very scanty. 


The Olive Leaf; or, Peace Magazine for the 
Young. Vol. I. London: Gilpin. 64mo., 
pp. 382. 

To endeavour to inspire the rising generation 
with a deep seated antipathy to war, is in our 
view a dictate of Christianity, philanthropy, and 

atriotism ; and we welcome with pleasure a 
ittle periodical so well adapted to this purpose 
as The Olive Leaf. 

The Pictorial Sunday Book. Part XIV. 
4to. Price 1s. 6d. 

Books published in successive parts some- 
times deteriorate as they proceed, and disappoint 
the hopes of purchasers. This, on the contrary, 
has proved better than we anticipated; and 
though we hesitated about doing so at first, we 
have now no difficulty in recommending it for 
family use. The work being completed, a title- 

age is given, on which appears the name of 

r, Kitto, as editor. 
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The Union Bible Dictionary. Prepared for the 
American Sunday School Union, and Revised by the 
Committee of Publication. Philadelphia: American 
Sunday School Union. London: Houlston and 
Stoneman. 24mo. pp. 648. 


Sixty-eight Letters from the Rey. John Newton, 
late Rector of St. Mary Woolnoth, London, to a 
Clergyman and his Family, between the years 1791 
and 1801. Second Edition, London: 8vo. pp. 254. 
Price 4s. 6d. 


The Romanism of Italy. Preceded by ‘a Corre- 
spondence with the Catholic Institute of England. 
By Sir Cunturine Earpuey Sirs, Bart. London: 
8vo. pp. 67. Price 1s. 


The Encyclical Letter of our Lord Pope Gregory 
XVI. to all Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
and Bishops, issued May 8, 1844, Translated into 
English by Sir Cunning Earpurey Smiru, Bart. 
With the Latin Text and the Authorized Italian 
Translation Appended. London: 8vo. pp. 33. 
Price 6d. 


~Life in Earnest. - Six Lectures‘°on Christian 
Activity and Ardour. By the Rey. James Hamii- 
TON, National Scotch Church, Regent Square. Lon- 
don: Nisbet. 24mo. pp. 137. 

Gems of Sacred Music. Short Anthems, by the 
most eminent Composers, suitable for Divine 
Service, Sunday Schools, Musical Societies, and 
Private Families. Harmonized for the Organ or 
Piano Forte, and may be sung in Four Voices. 
ps Imperial 8vo. Parts IL—VI. Price 6d. 
each. 


— 


A Guide to Acquaintance with God. By the Rey. 
James SHERMAN, Minister of Surrey Chapel, Lon- 
don. ‘Thirty-third Edition. London: (Tract 
Society) 12mo. pp. 138. Price 1s. 


The Religious Tradesman, A Memoir of Normand 
Smith of America. By the Rey. Jozn Hawes, D.D. 
London: (Tract Society) 32mo. pp. 96. Price 8d. 


The Righteousness of God. By the late Roserr 
HaupAne of Edinburgh. Extracted fium hig Ex- 
position of the Epistle to the Romans, London: 
(Tract Society) 32mo. pp. 64. 


The Orphan’s Inheritance. By the Author of 
Tenderness Cherished ; or, Home Sketches. London : 
12mo. pp. 221. Price 2s. 6d. 


Tracts of the British Anti-State-Church Associa- 
tion. No I. An Address to Dissenters on the 
Religious Bearing of the State-Church Question. 
London: Published for the British Anti-State-Church 
Association, Aldine Chambers, Paternoster Row. 


pp. 24. 

The German First Book: or, Conversations and 
Dialogues. For the Use of Schools. By Morris 
Mreunavr, Professor of the German Language, and 
Assistant at the Royal Naval School, New Cross. 
London: Groombridge. 12mo. pp. 53. , 


The Domestic Bible. By the Rey. IncRAm Coppin, 
A.M. London: Arnold. 8vo. pp. 16. 

Cobbin’s Child’s Commentator on the Holy 
Scriptures. London: Ward and Co, Pp. 48. 
Part Hi. 
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EUROPE. 
THE POPS’S ENCYCLICAL LETTER. : 
The following letter, addressed by the pope * You, therefore, my brethren, knowing ths 
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to all patriarchs, primates, archbishops, 
bishops—published in the official gazette of 

languases—purchased by Sir Culling | that even from the first : 
Eardley Smith at the Roman Gazette O@ice name, this art has been peculiar to heretics, 
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or nothing 
“ Amongst the principal machinations by | into what errors the persons whe read the 
which in this our age the anticatholics of | ; 
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England, and since extended far and wide, we 
now behold in one united phalanx, conspiri 
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ture. Respecting the subsequent constitu- 
tion of the theological prebend on the plan of 
the above Tridentine enactment, and respect- 
ing the lectures to be delivered by the theo- 
logical canon to the clergy, and even to the 
people, steps were taken in several provincial 
synods, particularly in the Roman council of 
the year, 1725, to which Benedict XIII, our 
predecessor of happy memory, had convened 
not only the sacred dignitaries of the Roman 
province, but also several of the archbishops, 
bishops, and other local ordinaries, under the 
immediate authority of this holy see. The 
same pontiff made several provisions with the 
same design, in the apostolical letters which 
he issued specifically for Italy, and the ad- 
jacent islands, To you, too, venerable bre- 
thren, who at stated periods have been 
accustomed to report to the apostolic see, 
upon the condition of sacred affairs in your 
respective dioceses, it is manifest, from the 
replies again and again given by our ‘ Con- 
- gregation of Council’ to your predecessors, 


or to yourselves, how this holy see is wont to | 


congratulate bishops, if they have theological 
prebendaries ably discharging their duty in 
the delivery of public lectures on the sacred 
writings, and never ceases to excite and assist 
their pastoral anxieties, if any where the 
matter has not succeeded to their wishes. 

“ With regard, however, to bibles trans- 
lated into the vulgar tongues, it was the case 
even many centuries since, that in various 
places the holy dignitaries were obliged at 
times to exercise increased vigilance, when 
they discovered that versions of this sort were 


either read in secret conventicles, or were | 


actively distributed by heretics. To this 
refer the admonitions and cautions issued by 
Innocent III., our predecessor of glorious 
memory, concerning assemblies of laics and 
women secretly held in ‘the diocese of Metz, 
under a pretence of piety, for reading the 
scriptures; and also'the peculiar prohibitions 
of bibles in the vulgar tongue, which we find 
to have been issued in France soon after, and 
in Spain previous to, the sixteenth century. 
But greater precaution was needed afterwards, 
when the Lutheran and Calvinist anti-catho- 
lics, venturing to assail with an almost in- 
credible variety of errors the unchangeable 
doctrine of the faith, left no means untried to 
deceive the minds of the faithful by perverted 
explanations of thescriptures,and by new trans- 
lations of them into vulgar tongues, edited by 
their adherents. The lately-discovered art of 
printing assisted them in multiplying and 
speedily spreading copies. Accordingly we 
read in the rules drawn up by the fathers 
chosen by the Council of Trent, approved by 
Pius I1V., our predecessor of happy memory, 
and prefixed to the index of Prohibited Books, 
a provision of general application that bibles 
published in the vulgar tongue, should be 


allowed to no persons but those to whom the 
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reading of them was judged likely to be pro- 
ductive of an increase of faith and piety. To 
this rule, afterwards rendered more stringent, 
owing to the pertinacious frauds of the 
heretics, a declaration was at last attached by 
the authority of Benedict XIV., that the 
perusal of such versions may be considered 
permitted, as have been published with the 
approbation of the apostolic see, or with 
annotations taken from the holy fathers of 
the church, or from learned and catholic 
men. 

“ Meanwhile there were not wanting new 
sectaries of the Jansenist school, who, in a 
style -borrowed from the Lutherans and 
Calvinists, scrupled not to reprehend these 
wise provisions of the church and the apos- 
tolic see, as if the reading of the scriptures 
were useful and necessary to every class of 
the faithful, at every time and in every place, 
and therefore could not be forbidden to any 
one by any authority whatever. This audacity 
of the Jansenists, however, we find severely 
reprehended in the solemn judgments which, 
with the applause of the whole catholic 
world, were delivered against their doctrines 
by two popes of happy memory, viz. Clement 
XI, in the bull Unigenitus, of the year 
1713; and Pius VI., in the bull Auctorem 
Fidei, of the year 1794. 

“Thus, therefore, before bible societies 
were formed, by means of the above decrees 
of the church, the faithful had been fortified 
against the stratagem of the heretics, which 
lies concealed under the specious plan of 
spreading the holy scriptures for general use. 
Pius VII., however, our -predecessor of 
glorious memory, in whose time those 
societies arose, and who found that they 
were making great progress, failed not ito 
oppose their endeavours, partly through his 
apostolic nuncios, partly by epistles and 
decrees issued by different congregations of 
eardinals of the holy Roman church, and 
partly by his two papal briefs which he 
addressed to the archbishops of Gnesna and 
Mohilow. Afterwards Leo XII., our pre- 
decessor of happy memory, assailed those 
same designs of the bible societies in his 
Encyclical Letter addressed to all the digni- 
taries of the catholic world, on the 5th of May, 
1824; and the same thing was again done by 
our immediate predecessor of equally happy 
memory, Pius VIIT.,in his Eneyclical Letter 
issued the 24th of May, 1829. We, too, 
who with far inferior merit, have succeeded 
to his place, have not omitted to exercise our 
apostolical solicitude upon the same object, 
and among other things have taken steps to 
recall to the memory of the faithful the rule 
formerly enacted concerning translations .of 
the scripture into the vulgar tongues, 

“We have, however, great cause to con- 
gratulate you, venerable brethren, that, at 
the impulse of your own piety and wisdom, 
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and confirmed by the above letters of our 
predecessors, you have never neglected, when 
necessary, to admonish the catholic flock to 
beware of the snares laid for them by the 
bible societies. From these efforts of the 
bishops, in conjunction with the solicitude of 
this supreme see of Peter, it has resulted, 
under the Lord’s blessing, that certain in- 
cautious catholics who were imprudently 
encouraging bible societies, seeing through 
the fraud, immediately withdrew from them; 
and the remainder of the faithful have con- 
tinued nearly untouched by the contagion 
which threatened them from that quarter. 
‘Meanwhile the biblical sectaries were 
possessed with the confident hope of acquir- 


ing great credit, by inducing in any manner | 


unbelievers to make a profession of the Chris- 
‘tian name by means of rendering the holy 
scriptures published in their own tongue, 
innumerable copies of which they caused to 


be distributed through their countries, and | 


even to be forced on the unwilling, by means 


of missionaries, or agents in their employ. | 


But these men, thus endeavouring to pro- 
pagate the Christian name contrary to the 
rules instituted by Christ himself, found 
themselves almost always disappointed, with 
the exception that they were able sometimes 
to create new impediments to catholic priests, 
who, proceeding to these nations with a com- 


mission from this holy see, spared no exertions | 


to beget new sons to the church, by the 
preaching of the word of God, and the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, prepared even 
to shed their blood amidst the most exquisite 
torments for the salvation of the heathen, and 
as a testimony to the faith, 

“ Amidst these sectaries, thus frustrated in 
their hopes, and reviewing with sorrowful 
hearts the immense amount of money already 
spent in publishing and fruitlessly distributing 
their bibles, some have lately appeared, who, 
proceeding upon a somewhat new plan, have 
directed their machinations towards making 
their principal assault on the minds of the 
Italians, and of the citizens of our very city. 
In fact, from intelligence and documents 
lately received, we have ascertained that 
several persons of different sects met last year 
at New York, in America, and on the 12th of 
June formed a new society, entitled, ‘The 
Christian Alliance,’ to be increased by new 
members fram every nation, or by auxiliary 
societies whose common design shall be to 
introduce religious liberty, or rather an insane 
desire of indifference in religion, among the 
Romans and other Italians. For they ac- 
knowledge, that for several centuries the 
institutions of the Roman and Italian race 
have had such great and general influence, 
that there has been no great movement in the 
world, which has not begun from this holy 
city ; a fact which they trace not to the 
establishment here, by the divine disposal, 
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of the supreme see of Peter, but to certain 
remnants of the ancient dominion of the 
Romans, lingering in that power which, as 
they say, our predecessors have usurped. 
Accordingly, being resolved to confer on all 
the nations liberty of conscience, or rather of 
error, from whence as from its proper source 
political liberty will also flow, with an in- 
crease of public prosperity, in their sense of 
the word, they feel they can do nothing, 
uniess they make some progress among the 
Italians and citizens of Rome; intending 
afterwards to make great use among other 
nations of their authority and assistance, 
This object they feel sure of attaining from 
the circumstance that so many Italians reside 
in various places throughout the world, and 
afterwards return in considerable numbers to 
their own country ; many of whom, being 
influenced already of their own accord with 
the love of change, or being of dissolute 
habits, or being afflicted with poverty, may 
without much trouble be tempted to give 
their name to the society, or at least to sell 
their services to it. Their whole aim, then, 
is directed to procuring the assistance of such 
persons in every direction, transmitting hither 
by their means mutilated Italian bibles, and 
secretly depositing them in the hands of the 
faithful; distributing also at the same time 
other mischievous books and tracts, intended 
to alienate the mind of the readers from their 
allegiance to the church and this holy see, 
composed by the help of those same Italians, 
or translated by them from other authors into 
the language of the country. Among these 
they principally name the History of the 
Reformation, by Merle D’ Aubigné, and the 
Memoirs of the Reformation in Italy, by 
John Crie [John M‘Crie]. The probable 
character of this whole class of books may be 
inferred from this circumstance, that it is a 
law of the society, with regard to select com- 
mittees for the choice of books, that there 
shall never be two individuals of the same 
religious sect upon any one of them. 

“* As soon as this news reached us, we could 
not but be deeply pained at the consideration 
of the danger with which we learned that the 
sectaries menaced the security of our holy 
religion, not merely in places remote from 
this city, but even at the very centre of 
catholic unity. For though there is not the 
slightest cause for fear that the see of Peter 
should ever fail, upon which the Lord Jesus 
Christ has built the impregnable foundation 
of his church, we must not for that reason 
cease from maintaining its authority ; nay, 
our very office of the supreme apostolate 
reminds us of the severe account which the 
divine chief Shepherd will require of us for 
any tares sown by the enemy while we slept, 
which may grow up in the Master’s field; and 
for the blood. of any sheep entrusted to us 
which by our fault may have perished, 


_ the same authority of our supreme apostolate, | energies 


| preaching of the word of God,as well personally 
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venture to interpret or explain the divine 
writings contraty to the tradition of the 
fathers, or differently from the sense of the 
catholic church. Lastly, as it pertains to a 
good herd not only to protect and 
nourish the sheep which adhere to him, but 
| also to seek and bring back to the fold those 
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in which, as respects 


Venerable brethren, 


bated by our predecessors, we again with | which have strayed away, it will therefore be 
amthority condemn them; and by | both your duty and ours, to apply all the 
of our pastoral endeavours, that if 
we reprobate by name and condemn the | any have suffered themselves to be 
aforesaid new society of the ‘Christian Alli-| seduced by such sectaries and_ propagators of 
ance,” constituted last year at New York,and noxious books, they may, by God’s grace, be 
other amociations of the same sort, if any | led to acknowledge the gravity of their sin, 
have jomed &, of shall hereafter join it. | and strive to expiate it by the remedies of a 
be it known, that all such persons | salutary penitence. Neither must we ex- 


, 


guilty of 2 grave erime before God | 
shall presume to give | 


c 


author, we wish to remind all persons that 
the general rules and the decrees of our pre- 
prefixed to the index of prohibited 


directions refez. 
“ Called, as you are, venerable brethren, to 
ict in our solicitude, we urgently bid 
you in the Lord to announce and explain, as 


societies, and from 


out of 
translated into the vulgar 
contrary to the above 
Roman pontifis, but also 


of those who have eare of souls 


means 
other ecclesiastical 


in each diocese, and 


may diligently red 


under any pretext, gether raise our 


Inde from the same sacerdotal solicitude the 
seducers of others, and even the chief teachers 
of impiety; whose iniquity, though it be 
greater, yet must we not abstain from the 
more earnestly seeking their salvation by all 
practicable ways and means. 

“ Moreover, venerable brethren, against the 
plots and designs of the members of the 
| ‘ Christian Alliance,’ we require a peculiar 
and most lively vigilance from those of your 
order who govern churches situated in Italy 
or in other places where Italians frequently 
resort ; but especially on the confines of 
| Italy, or wherever emporiums and ports exist 
from whence there is frequent communica- 
tion with Italy. For as the sectaries them- 
| selves propose to carry their plans into effect 
| in those places, those bishops are especially 
bound to co-operate with us, so as by active 
and constant exertions, with the divine help, 
to defeat their machinations. 

“Such endeavours on your and our own 

we doubt not will be aided by the help 

of the civil powers, and especially by that of 
page princes of Italy; as well on 
their distinguished zeal for preserv- 


| experience of past ages, I 
| readier way to draw nations from their fidelity 
and obedience to their princes, than that 
| indifference in the matter of religion, which 
the sectaries propagate under the name of 
igi Nor is this concealed by 
‘Christian Alliance; 
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brethren, and commend to him with all the 
humility of fervent prayer of which we are 
capable, our own cause and that of the whole 
flock and of his own church; inyoking also 
the most pious ‘ deprecation’ of Peter, the 
chief of the apostles, and of the other saints, 
and especially of the most blessed Virgin 
Mary, to whom it is granted to exterminate 
all heresies throughout the entire world. 

“ Lastly, as a pledge of our most ardent 
love, to all of you, venerable brethren, to the 
clergy entrusted to you, and to the faithful 
laity, with unrestrained and hearty affection 
we lovingly grant the apostolic benediction. 

‘‘Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, the 8th 
of May, 1844, in the fourteenth year of our 
pontificate. 

“Gregory PP. XVI.” 


HOLLAND, PRUSSIA, GERMANY. 


Cheering intelligence has recently been 
received of the progress of divine truth on the 
continent of Europe, though in the face of | 
opposition and danger. In a letter, dated 
January the 31st, Mr. Oncken writes thus to 
Mr. Rothery :— 


“ We are now looking with intense interest 
to Holland, where a wide and effectual door 
will, I trust, soon be open to us, A number 
of converts there have been fully convinced 
of the truth of believers’ immersion, and are 
now on the point of rendering a cheerful | 
obedience to this important command of our | 
Lord. Among these brethren are two minis- 
ters, the one formerly connected with the 
Dutch reformed church, the other a Menno- 
nite. We have at Hamburgh also a number 
of Dutch captains and seamen detained by 
the early frost, who constantly attend our 
preaching. Not a few of them are renewed 
characters, hold sound views of divine truth, 
have nothing to advance against scriptural 
baptism, and are, in fact, nearly convinced; 
and may, by God’s blessing, obey the Lord in 
this before the navigation recommences. One 
of these captains has seven children, none of 
whom were sprinkled in infancy, having al- 
ways entertained some doubt as to its 
validity, 

“Many of our single brethren left us dur- 
ing the past year, and at the commencement 
of the present, for their respective native 
places, with a view to spread the truth, and we 
have already received glad tidings from them, 
Some of them had to encounter the enemy 
on their journey, and were imprisoned for 
having preached the name of Jesus, Others 
reached their homes with much difficulty. 
Among the brethren is one from near the 
Baden Sea, on the borders of Switzerland. 
He was formerly a papist, as were all his 
relations, and the district from which he 
comes. Soon after his return, bis mother, 
brother, and sister were converted, and as | 
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they are willing to obey the Lord in all 
things, I have dispatched a brother who 
labours in Hanover to baptize a number of 
converts at Marburg in Hessia, and from 
thence to proceed to the place of the above 
brother. Our dear brother Straube keeps on 
testifying among the Romanists in Silesia, 
that Jesus is the only mediator between God 
and man. The priests in these parts have 
attempted to put him down, but the pro- 
testant authorities have protected him. I 
send him, from time to time, bibles, testa- 
ments, and tracts. 

“In the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg, this 
spiritual wilderness, the Lord is converting 
many a dry, hard, and unfruitful heart into a 
fragrant and fruitful garden. We had about 
thirty baptisms in that part during 1844. 

‘‘In Hanover we have been equally en- 
couraged, notwithstanding the activity of the 
enemy to prevent the spread of God’s truth. 
Imprisonments, fines, &c., continue as here- 
tofore. Our indefatigable brother Carl Stein- 


| hoff, has been, however, amply rewarded for 


his hard labour, having baptized thirty-one 
converts in 1844. The churches in Pome- 
rania continue to prosper, and if we had two 
or three efficient labourers would, to all hu- 
man appearance, have soon large accessions, 
“ The church at Berlin has been signally 
blessed during the past year, having had an 
accession of, I think, fifty-nine members. We. 
have not been forgotten at Hamburgh by our 
gracious Lord. Fifty-one precious souls were 


| brought from death to life, and added to our 


number. We have enjoyed perfect peace 
from without. 
“We have sent a brother to labour at 


| Memel, from whence we hope he will attempt 


to introduce the gospel into Lithuania. Two 
other brethren made a long tour along the 
Baltic during the summer, on which occasion 
many thousand immortal souls heard the 
everlasting gospel. 

“Our tract operations have greatly in- 
creased, having circulated 438,000 copies 
during the past year. Our funds are, however, 
quite exhausted, and a debt of about £70 
presses upon us. Our excellent tract on 
baptism, by Pengilly, is out of print, but 
much in demand. These wants, and the 
new field in Holland, compel us to apply to 
our English brethren for speedy aid, that the 
good work may not be retarded. Have the 
kindness to state these facts to as many of the 
brethren as are interested in the cause in 
Germany, Holland, and Denmark. 

“Two new Danish tracts have just left the 
press. As you have, doubtless, had direct 
intelligence from brother Ménster, it is not 
necessary to add anything about the churches 
in Denmark.” 


In the same letter, Mr. Oncken refers to 
the long-continued domestic affliction with. 


<n 
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which it has pleased God to visit him , in the 
following terms :— 


“My dear wife’s disorder is, without a 
doubt, cancer of the most malignant kind. 
Her right arm, from the shoulder down to 
the fingers, is completely lifeless, very much 
swollen, and the seat of so much pain, that 
her groanings cease not day nor night. For 
the last sixteen weeks she has not enjoyed a 
single night’s rest, and the little doze into 
which she falls towards the morning, is the 
effect of weakness and the strong’ opiates 
which are eonstantly given her. The cross 
which we are thus called to bear is heavy 
indeed, and yet our adorable and unchange- 
able Lord has thus far not suffered us to 
sink beneath it. He has been our hiding 
place in this storm and tempest; he has 
dried our tears, and assured us, that though 
the mountains be removed and the hills 
depart, his lovingkindness and faithfulness 
shall never, never be withdrawn. We dare 
not look on what may yet be before us, with- 
out lookmg to Jesus, and the bright scene 
beyond the wilderness. The cup will be full 
by and bye, and oh! how precious to know, 
whilst one bitter drop after another is falling 
- into it, the painful procedure is dictated by 
the same love from whence flows our eternal 
salvation! ‘ Be still, and know that I am 
God;’ that is the lesson which I am now to 
learn. May I learn it thoroughly, to the 
praise of God’s grace.” 


FRANCE, 


_ Two numbers of a new monthly periodical 
have appeared, entitled The Continental 
Echo and Protestant Witness, which is in- 
tended to farnish a popular medium by which 
the religious public of this country may ac- 
quire a knowledge of the proceedings and 
literature of foreign protestants, and also to 
promote and manifest Christian union. A 
letter from Dr. Cheevers, an American minis- 
ter now travelling in Europe, is inserted, from 
which we take the following extract :— 


“Tt is hardly possible to describe to you, to 
make you conceive rightly, unless you were 
on the ground, the extraordinary politico-reli- 
gious fermentation through which France is 
passing at the present time. An unobservant 
person, or one who travels hastily through 
the country, might see nothing of it, might 
know nothing of it, and might come back 
to America with the news that all is 
quiet ; but one who looks about him, ob- 
serves, inquires, conyerses, reads the journals 
and the new books, sees that a great move- 
ment is at hand. Rome is rousing herself for 
the conflict; but at the same time great masses 
of resistance are preparing against her, in 
quarters where formerly there was no opposi- 
tion. Rome is gaining power over the court, 
the Jesuits increase, they are bold and hardy 
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in their movements, religious persecution is 
let loose, the Jesuits steal children, and are 
not yet called to account for it, priests are 
imprisoned for becoming protestants ; but 
amidst all this there is preparing a stronger 
defence of religious liberty, a wider progress 
of the truth, a more general and better sus- 
tained conflict against Rome, than ever has 
been witnessed in this country. 

“This year the public mind has been 
strongly agitated by the conflicts between the 
Jesuits and the university, on the subject of 
public instruction. The Jesuits pretend to 
support what they call liberty of teaching, 
but it is only that they may get all the edu- 
cation of France into their own hands. The 
university contends that education is to be 
taken care of by the state, the government 
having a controlling power over all educa- 
tional seminaries. The university contends 
for freedom of teaching apart from the tyranny 
of priests; but while doing this, it gives alto- 
gether too much power to the government. 
over the system of education ; the Jesuits 
profess to espouse the cause of liberty, but in 
reality it is only the liberty of ruling by 
themselves. 

“ Books and pamphlets have been published 
on the one side and on the other. A profound 
and eloquent discourse by M, Thiers, in the 
Chamber of Peers, occupies an important 
place; but I am sorry to say it is mingled 
with doctrines that tend to absolute despotism ; 
while on the other hand, by this barrier of 
state despotism it would defend the university 
from the monopoly of Jesuits and priests. 
But it is not thus that they are to be con- 
quered. 

“ Quite separate from this question between 
the Jesuits and the university, another discus- 
sion has been aroused in regard to the Jesuits 
themselves, and their detestable maxims, cha- 
racter, and policy. MM. Michelet and Quinet 
have published together a work entitled, Des 
Jesuites, of which, besides an edition in octayo, 
four smaller editions were exhausted in two 
months. One who reads this work does not 
wonder at its success, for it is full of fire, and 
animated by the spirit of liberty. It speaks 
out, without the least restraint, in tones that 
thrill the bosom of the nation, awakening an 
impulse which in the end will work with 
irresistible power in France in the cause of 
religious freedom. When such works begin 
to appear, one might almost say, in spite of 
all temporary triumphs of the Romish priest- 
hood, there is an end of religious tyranny.” 


ORDINATIONS. 
GALCAR. 


Mr. John Ash, baving recently completed 
his studies at Horton College, has accepted a 
unanimous invitation from the church at, 
Galcar to become its pastor, and is expected 


. 
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to enter upon his labours on the first Lord’s 
day in March. 


WHITEHAVEN. 


The Rev. Richard Tunley, late of North- 
ampton, having accepted an invitation to the 
pastoral office from the baptist church in | 
Charles Street, Whitehaven, commenced his | 
labours there on the third Lord’s day in 
January. 


TROWBRIDGE, 


f Mr. J. Gwinnell, after preaching for about 
eighteen months with acceptance to the church 
of Christ meeting in Bethesda Chapel, Trow- 
bridge, has accepted their unanimous call to 
the pastoral office, and was set apart to the 
work on the third of February. 


WEYMOUTH. 


Mr. J. Trafford, A.M., has undertaken the 
pastoral charge of the baptist church at 
Weymouth. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
REY. SAMUEL SQUIRRELL. 


On Friday, January the 10th, the Rey. 
Samuel Squirrell of Sutton finished his course, 
and entered into his rest. In early life he was 
called by grace, and united to the baptist 
church at Wattisham, Suffolk. His piety and 
zeal attracted the attention of his brethren 
and his pastor, by whom he was encouraged 
to devote himself to the ministry of the 
gospel. The late Rev. John Thompson of 
Grundisburgh, whose laborious and successful 
exertions introduced the gospel into many | 
dark villages, among other places visited 
Sutton, a village five miles distant from 
Woodbridge, which, with several neighbour- 
ing places, was then entirely destitute of the 
means of evangelical instruction. In 1806, 
Mr. Squirrell was directed by providence to 
this field of labour, He commenced his 
ministry in a cottage; afterwards he preached 
the glad tidings of salvation in a barn ; and 
soon a chapel was erected, The indefatig- 
able labours of this devoted servant of Christ 
were rendered very successful, not only in 
Sutton, but also in the adjacent villages. A 
church was formed, the congregation pro- 
gressively increased, and twice the chapel was 
enlarged. For thirty-eight years our deceased 
brother was privileged to labour with fidelity 
and zeal, encouraged by visible tokens of 
the divine blessing. His constitution, im- 
paired by affliction and infirmities, compelled 
him to resign his pastoral office in October 
last, on which occasion, the teachers of the 
sabbath school, which he had watched over with | 
fostering care, presented him with a bible, ' 
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and an affectionate address. After attending 
a school festival in a neighbouring village, on 
Thursday, January the 2nd, he was attacked 
with a disease of the heart, which terminated 
his existence in eight days. He died in the 
faith and hope of the gospel, and his remains 
were interred in the burying ground adjoining 
the chapel on Thursday, January the 16th, 
amidst the tears and lamentations of a nume- 
rous auditory, many of whom were clad in 
mourning. The Rev. T. Middleditch of 
Ipswich’ delivered the funeral address, and 
his death was subsequently improved by the 
Rev. James Webb of Stoke Green, Ipswich, 
from a portion of scripture selected by the 
deceased for the occasion:—‘“ Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord.” 


MRS. PICKERING. 


On Lord’s day, Nov, 3, 1844, died, Mrs. 
Pickering of Pitsford, for about thirty-five 


| years an endeared and useful member of the 


baptist church at Moulton, near Northamp- 
ton. Her usefulness did not show itself in 
public display, but by the gentle and insinu- 
ating influence of a consistent and benevolent 
example; a spirit imbued with love to Christ 
and his people. She had for many years 
been the subject of much personal affliction, 
and had frequently set her house in order, 
expecting a dismissal from her debilitated 
tabernacle. Each fresh renewal of life only 
gave her a new opportunity of exercising the 
spirit of a Christian waiting for her departure; 


| and at length, the messenger who had given 


so many warnings was commissioned to con- 
vey her into the presence of the Saviour 
whom she loved, and fellowship with whom 
upon earth had imparted so large a portion 
of gentleness and sweetness to her spirit, 


— 
MR. HENRY HEYWORTH. 


_ Died, Dec. 29, 1844, Mr. Henry Heyworth, 
in his seyenty-ninth year, the senior deacon 


| of the baptist church, Goodshaw, and brother 


to the late Rev. Robert Heyworth of Clough- 
fold. This “ old disciple” was baptized by 
the Rev. John Nuttall, first pastor of the 
church in 1789, and has thus been a member 
nearly fifty-six years. Few men have sus- 
tained, for so long a period, a character so 
truly consistent and exemplary. His high 
sense of right and wrong; his regular and 
punctual attendance upon the services of the 
sanctuary ; his ardent and growing attach- 
ment to his pastor; concern for the peace and 
prosperity of the church; affectionate conde- 
scension towards the junior members; the 
simplicity and lovely character of his prayers; 
the deep humility he always manifested, 
which gave occasion for one to say, “ that he 
was the most humble man that entered the 
chapel doors ;” his readiness to ask forgive- 
ness when he thought he had done wrong, eom- 
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bined with a liberality equal to his means, 
secured for him the esteem of a very exten- 
sive circle of acquaintance in and out of the 
church, the general impression being, that he 
was a “ good man.” 


MR. WHALEY. 


Mr. John Whaley of Coles Dale, Northaw, 


Herts, departed this life on the 8th of January, 
in the ninety-first year of his age. He was 
born at Goggeshall, in June, 1754. He spent 
some portion of his youthful days at Colches- 
ter, and some in London. 
ness to hear some of the most popular dissent- 
ing ministers in the metropolis, chiefly among 
the baptists, as Drs. Gill, Stennett, Rippon, 
and Messrs. Wallin, Booth, Dore, and Mar- 
tin. Eventually he became a resident in the 
parish of Enfield, and on Lord’s days he 
assembled for worship in a barn with some 
pious friends at Potter’s Bar. The meeting- 
house was erected in 1789, and on the 29th 
of December, 1801, seven persons, of whom 
Mr. Whaley was one, were formed into a 
baptist church. Qn the same day, Mr. Broady 
was set apart over them, as pastor. Mr. 
Whaley having been unanimously chosen their 
first deacon, for a great number of years he 
regularly discharged the duties of his office to 
the satisfaction of his brethren. Latterly he 
attended public worship with the baptist 
church at Waltham Abbey, and communed 
there, but he did not remove his membership 
from Potter’s Bar. His religion was genuine; 
the fruit of conviction; the homage of the 
heart. He was blessed with the full exercise 
of his mental powers till within a short time 
of his death, and even then he had lucid 
intervals, until, without a struggle or a sigh, 
he breathed out his soul into the arms of 
Jesus. 


MRS, LAMBERT. 


Died, on the 30th of January, 1845, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lambert, for forty-three years a 
most consistent member of the baptist church, 
Meeting House Alley, Portsea. During the 
whole of this period, she most brilliantly 
* adorned the gospel of God her Saviour, and 
in every point of view, in regular attendance 
on the means of grace, in spirituality of con- 
duct and conversation, in gentleness of de- 
portmen:, in a diffuse liberality, the fruit of 
that “ faith that worketh by love,” ber charac- 
ter may be regarded as a model for younger 
Christians, who possess, it may be, greater 
advantages. Always looking on human ex- 
amples as unsatisfactory, she was accustomed 
habitually to press earnestly towards one 
mark, one prize, and, by divine grace, she 
was eminently successful. Her remains were 
committed to the dust in the Portsea Cemetery, 
on Wednesday, February the 5th, in the pre- 


' Christ. 
It was his happi- | 
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_ sence of many who had known and esteemed 


her very highly in love for her work’s sake, 
assembled to pay the last sad tribute to 


her memory. 


REV. W. MACKLEY. 


Died at Kidderminster, on the 16th of 
February, 1845, Mr. William Mackley, up- 
wards of seventy years of age. He was for 
more than forty years, a zealous and faithful 
minister of the glorious gospel of Jesus 
His aged widow still survives. 


MR. JOHN LOW. 


Died at Edmonton, on Wednesday the 
13th of February, Mr. John Low, aged fifty- 
seven. From its commencement, Mr. Low 
was a deacon of the baptist church at Salter’s 
Hall, and served for many years on several of 
our denominational committees. During the 
long and painful illness which terminated in 
his dissolution, he was favoured in an eminent 
degree with a spirit of Christian resignation. 


MRS, TRULE, 


Died, on the 14th of February, Sarah, the 
beloved wife of Mr. Trule, surgeon, Leicester. 
She was the daughter of Mr. Cuthbert Curtis of 
Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire, who for 
many years sustained the office of deacon of 
the baptist church in that village. The 
deceased was, in early life, brought to a say- 
ing knowledge of divine truth. She was 
ardently attached to the doctrines of the cross, 
and fully appreciated their faithful ministra- 
tion from the lips of her pastor, Mr. Mursell. 
During the former part of her protracted and 
severe affliction, she was much distressed with 
doubts and fears respecting her safety, but 
some time before she expired, she experienced 
the presence of her Saviour, and realized the 
fulfilment of the promise that, “at evening- 
time it shall be light.” Nearly her last words 
were, “Come, Lord Jesus! he is my only 
hope,” and then gently breathed her last, and 
entered into the joy of her Lord. 


MRS. PORTER. 


Died, after a few hours illness, January 
the 27th, Mrs. Elizabeth Porter, wife of Mr. 
James Porter of Camden Town, 


SIR THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON. 


This energetic and persevering advocate 
for the abolition of slavery, to whose exer- 
tions our churches in the West Indies were 
a few years ago so deeply indebted, but 
whose health has been for a long time 
declining, expired on Wednesday, February 
the 19th, at his residence in Norfolk, 


148 
MISCELLANEA. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE, 


Weare informed that the South Australian 
Manual Labour College, is about to be com- 
menced under peculiarly favourable circum- 
stances, arising from the simultaneous eml- 
gration of several pious and highly respectable 
families, who will locate themselves in the 
immediate vicinity, and thus greatly tend to 
strengthen the undertaking, and render its 
operations efficient. 

Any pious and respectable individuals or 
families, who may be thinking of emigration 
to this interesting coluny, are invited to com- 
municate with the honorary secretary, the 
Rey. George Stonehouse, Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire, there being an opportunity to 
secure a comfortable passage, worthy of their 
attention. Mr. Stonehouse will also gratefully 
receive for the institution, donations of books, 
gardening tools, agricultural implements, 
hardware, locks, hinges, glass, doors, window- 
frames, iron bedsteads, harrow-teeth, ploughs, 
nails, oil lamps, paper, dairy utensils, philo- 
sophical and chemical apparatus. 


BRISTOL COLLEGE, 


The following sentence occurs in the letter 
from Mr. Shuck, an extract of which was in 
our last :—‘‘ I wrote a note to the students 
at Bristol, but have not heard from any one 
of them.”’ We are requested by the students 
in Bristol College to say, that no communica- 
tion from Mr. Shuck has ever reached them. 


PONTYPOOL, 


Having omitted to notice in its proper 
place, a sermon of more than usual excel- 
lence delivered at the annual meeting of the 
Pontypool Baptist Theological Institution, 
by the Rev. Micah Thomas, we take this 
opportunity to say, that it may be procured 
in London, from Evans, Snow Hill. From 
the text, “ That thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of 
God,” &c., he urges on students for the 
ministry the necessity of justly estimating 
their sphere of operation; of correctly ascer- 
taining how to perform their part; and of 
cherishing the vast importance of rising to 
this lofty attainment. 


EXETER, 


On Tuesday evening, February the 18th, a 
tea-meeting was held in Bartholomew Street 
Chapel, to celebrate the liquidation of the 
debt that has long rested on that place of 
worship. Nearly 300 persons sat down to 
tea in the body of the chapel, which had been 
boarded over for the occasion. Many were 
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present connected with other dissenting con- 
gregations in the city. After tea, the meet- 
ing was addressed by the Revs. Dr. Payne, 
J. Bristowe, W. Welch, N. Hellings, and 
other friends. It was- a most interesting 
evening, and will long be remembered by 
those present. In less than two years, by 
means of tea-meetings and collecting-cards, 
aided by the liberality of a Christian public, 
a debt of £500 has been completely removed. 


SURREPTITIOUS BAPTISMS. 


In Mr. James’s introduction to “The Mis- 
sionaries’ Reward,” we find’ the following 
anecdote: —“ The first teacher of Popery 
landed at Tahiti under the disguise of a 
carpenter, and some of the earliest converts 
in the Pacific were baptized and said to be 
regenerated unconsciously to themselves, and 
unsuspected by their relatives around. M. 
Bataillon, one of the priests, describing his 
own proceedings, under date, May, 1839, 
states that, ‘In order to experience no diffi- 
culty in administering baptism, even in pre- 
sence of the mother, I act in the following 
manner :—I have always with me one bottle 
of scented water, and another of plain water; 
I pour at first some of the former on the 
head of the child, under the pretext of sooth- 
ing it, and whilst the mother pleases herself 
in softly spreading it with her hand, I change 
the bottles, and shed the water which regene- 
rates, without their suspecting what I have 
done.’ ” 


RESIGNATIONS. 


The Rev. W. Hopley has, through ill 
health, been under the necessity of resigning 
his pastoral charge at Hemel Hempstead. 


The Rev. W. F. Poile, in consequence of 
ill health, has resigned the pastoral charge of 
the church in Agard Street, Derby. 


MARRIAGES. 


At the particular baptist chapel, Great Yarmouth, 
by the Rey. H. Betts, January the 19th, the Rey. 
Henry Laxon of Ormesby, to Miss CHARLOTTE 
Sores of Great Yarmouth. 


At the particular baptist chapel, Great Yarmouth, 
by the Rey. Henry Betts, the Rev. SamugL SARGIANT 
of Salehouse, to Miss Saran Gorrin of Yarmouth. 


At the baptist chapel, Parley, January the 29th, 
by the Rev. Paul Alcock, Mr. James TARRANT to 
Miss Lucy Preston. 


At the baptist chapel, Lockwood, Feb. 6, 1845, by the 
Rev, W. Watton, Mr. Samurct CrowTeHer, to SARAH, 
third daughter of Mr Thomas Suoxrrt, all of Lockwood. 
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ASIA. 


CALCUTTA. 


Letters as recent as Dec. 20th, 1844, have been received. Influenza prevailed 
throughout the city, and almost all the missionaries had been indisposed. Mr. 
Pearce was on the river, seeking restoration, and Mr. Leslie and Mr. Wenger 
were about to ascend it, partly for missionary purposes, and partly in order to 
recruit their exhausted strength. 


Two of the Society’s missionaries, who|and remember very well what is written 
have for some time past been in the habit of | there.” Upon this the missionary questioned 
addressing the natives once or twice a week | him a little in detail, when to his surprise the 
in one of the public thoroughfares, were lately | young man, before a multitude listening with 
several times interrupted in their preaching | breathless silence, repeated nearly verbatim 
labours by a certain Musalmn, usually ac-| the whole account of the birth of Christ, as 
companied by two or three friends, who| contained in the first chapter of Matthew, 
brought forward, in a most self-sufficient! The missionary’s curiosity being excited, he 
manner, the blasphemous arguments with/| put several further questions to the young 
which Muhammadans are wont to attack | man on the leading points of Christianity, to 
Christianity. On one occasion this adversary | all of which he gave very good answers. 
came up just when they had done preaching ; | Among other things, he said Christ was to 
and on seeing him join the listening crowd, | sinners what a physician was to a sick man; 
they left the spot, whilst the Muhammadan | and that the object of Christ’s coming into 
spectators raised a deafening shout of triumph. | the world was to make himself a sacrifice for 
Emboldened by this apparent success, the| sinners. On inquiry he stated that he had 
same man returned to the charge on two sub-| been living for three or four months (prob- 
sequent evenings, but was both times silenced ; ably in the capacity of a servant) with a 
by the sharp rebukes that were administered | European gentleman,—not a missionary, but 
to him. Nothing daunted, he made his ap-|a layman—who had repeatedly conversed 
pearance a third time a few days since, and, with him about Christianity, and had given 
finding that the missionaries were not disposed , him the gospel of Matthew to read. 
either to yield, or to enter into an argument This incident shows, Ist, that Christian 
with him, he, with his friends began to preach | laymen may do much for the conversion of 
against Christ, about fifteen yards from the | natives; 2ndly, that the perusal of the Chris- 
place where the missionaries were preaching 
the gospel. Both parties had been thus en-| the minds of the people; and, 3rdly, that 
gaged for nearly an hour, when the audience | opposition is more useful than injurious to 
of the missionaries was joined by a young up-| missionaries. The attention of this young 
country Hindu, who with great earnestness | man was arrested, and his indignation roused 
asked whether Jesus was the son of Joseph?| by the things which that wicked Musalmén 
One of the missionaries who was familiar) preached ; he first confounded him, and by 
with the Hindi, replied, ‘‘ No! certainly | joining the audience of the missionaries, drew 
not.” The young man said, “ Well, Ij after him the whole crowd which had gathered 
thought as much, Look at that Musalmén| around the Muhammadan preacher. And 
there ; he is telling the people that Christ is | there can be no doubt that when the people 
the son of Joseph, but I know it is alla false-/ dispersed, they continued to talk over what 
hood; for I have read the gospel of Matthew, | they had heard. 


DACCA. 
Our aged brother, Mr. Robinson, writes thus :— 


Partly through the wet weather, and partly; with the exception of one sabbath, when I 
through the state of my health, I have been| was obliged to leave my share of labour to 
able to do very little in the way of preaching | the native brethren. The native chapel has 
out of doors, but I have been able to attend | been as well attended as usual. Last sabbath 
to all our regular services, in both languages, | many were present for a considerable time, 


tian scriptures produces some impression upon. 


t 


and apparently heard with much attention. 
One spoke very loudly in opposition ; but I 
gave him no answer. I sought him at the 
_ end of the service, but he had disappeared. 
Pran, the Dacca bairagi, was there during 
the whole time. I conversed with him, but 
he was so full of self-justification that I could 
entertain no hope of him. He still Jeans, in 
appearance, to Hinduism ; but I do not think 
he has always a quiet conscience. It is a 
comforting reflection that when I cannot go 
out, I can always do something at home. My 
window seems to be as well known as any 
shop in Dacca, and not a day passes without 
a few customers for books and tracts. During 
all last month, persons came every day; some 
took tracts, regretting, as I did too, that I had 


nothing better to give them; while others | 


adduced very weighty arguments in favour 
of their obtaining large books, which were all 
answered by my telling them that I had none 
to give them. Many, I could perceive, did 
not believe me, when I assured them that I 
had no large books ; and they left me, I fear, 
under the impression that I was telling them 
a falsehood. In this country, where false- 
hood is more current than truth, who can 
expect that his word will be credited? I am 
happy to say that the arrival of another box 
of books has just been announced, and a good 
large one it is ; so that this month I shall not 
have to send the hungry away empty. It is 
very possible, however, that when I address 
you at the beginning of next month, I shall 
have to inform you that this large supply is 
expended ; and that we must still reiterate 
the ery of ‘give, give.” 

_ Our native brethren visited many markets 
in the course of last month. The list before 
me says thirteen ; all but one situated at the 
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distance of from eight to ten or twelve miles 
from Dacca. The rivers were very rough, 
and they were exposed to much danger. 
Poor Chand was so terrified last Saturday 
evening, that after getting so near home as 
the other side of the Dacca river, he preferred 
remaining there all night to trusting himself 
to the boisterous waves. The account which 
our native brethren give of their reception is 
always pleasing ; in all places they are heard 
with attention, and in some places the people 
say to them, ‘‘ Come again, we want to hear 
more of these things.”’ 

On sabbath evening, June 23rd, we had 
the pleasure of opening our new chapel for 
English worship. The chaplain being absent 
from the station, and there being no service 
in the church, our little chapel was crowded, 
and some who came and could find no seats 
returned. It was a pleasing sight ; the atten- 
tion was fixed and sustained throughout. Last 
sabbath evening the chaplain was here, and 
the church was open at the same hour as the 
chapel, but we had a good congregation for 
Dacea. Our weekly prayer-meeting, which 
was held at different houses alternately, we 
have transferred to the chapel; one of the 
brethren may pray, and I shall have to ex- 
pound. We commenced last Wednesday 
evening, and were encouraged by the attend- 
ance of a few, whom we should be glad always 
to see. I have now a better opportunity than 
formerly for sowing the seed: this is all that 
tan be said at present. Who will reap the 
harvest no one can tell; be that as it may, 
let me have ample opportunity for sowing ; 
this is a pleasant part of our work; and the 
time will come, how distant soever it may be, 
when the sower and the reaper will rejoice 
together. 


—_—_——_—— 


MUTTRA. 


The following extract’of a letter from Mr. Phillips is extracted from the Calcutta 


Missionary Herald. 


You will rejoice to hear that we have had 
another baptism. Shiv-Jitra, after six months 
probation and conversations with Christian 
friends at Agra and Muttra, was received as a 
candidate, and on the 21st of July, was bap- 
tized at the same ghat where B. had been 
baptized. He is a villager, whose family for 
generations have held the office of Kanungo. 
When he came to us, his mind was very dark 
respecting divine things, but the light has 
very gradually spread over the whole horizon 
of his mind, and now I hope he loves and 
walks in the light. His behaviour has been 
worthy of his profession hitherto, and now he 
is very zealous for the Lord against idolatry. 
We have made him a teacher in our school, 
and he is supported by Christian liberality. 
He will fetch his wife from his distant village 
when the roads are passable after the rains. 


His baptism has excited great attention in 
the city, he being the first Hindu baptized 
here, for B. was a Roman Catholic. The 
people however still listen cheerfully tu the 
truth, and the school is increasing in numbers. 

The other inquirer has turned out to be a 
great deceiver. He was expelled from the 
church at Loodiana, after being with them 
for three years. He has in turn visited all 
the mission stations, and has been dismissed 
from all. , 

We look forward with joy to the arrival of 
our fellow-labourers, and hope that division 
of labour will, with God’s blessing, make the 
work of the Lord very prosperous here. We 
have had abundant rains, but also continual 
flights of locusts, which show how easily God 
can punish the ingratitude of the people now 


that he has so richly blessed ey 
U 
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DELHI. 


The following are extracts from the journal of Mr. Thompson, who labours at 


this station :-— 


I have the pleasure to state that on Satur- 
day night last, at a church-meeting, I gave 
the right hand of fellowship to my son D. 
and at a church-meeting yesterday morning 
to Mrs. B. wife of a member, and to Drum- 
mer L., and repairing to the river near our 
house, we had service in Hindi and English, 
when we sung ‘* With joy we in his footsteps 
tread ;” and after addressing the people re- 
garding the Saviour of the world, union with 
him, and the blessedness of his ways, I went 
down into the water, and baptized the three 
candidates. Returning to the house I had an 
English and Hindi service, discoursing sever- 
ally from Acts viii. 26—40, on baptism, 
and from 1 Cor. xi, 23—32, on the Lord’s 
supper ; and at the close of the service, ad- 
dressing a few words to each of the candidates 
separately, admitted them to the Lord’s table, 
and we all held solemn communion. May 


He who looks down on the feeblest Jambs of | 


his flock, look down on the souls now joined 
to us, bless them, render them holy and useful 
members of his church, and give us joy in 
their walk and conduct, 

I am happy to say my fellow-labourers 
have continued in health, and all go out daily 
reading to the people, and occasionally dis- 
tributing gospels and tracts. I too have been 
enabled to go out daily, and call the attention 
of the people to the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and almost daily I have had the 


happiness to address new strangers, asking | 
them to read the word of God, and consider | 


the word and work of Jesus. Many re- 


spectable persons have by this means been led | 


to send for the entire Testament or other por- 
tions of the divine word. The tracts on the 
Muhammadan controversy are beginning to 
excite inquiry and increase an interest in 
scripture discussions. An aged Maulavi from 
the camp of the commander-in-chief, brought 
a letter of recommendation to me from a 
chaplain, desiring to be furnished with a 
Testament with marginal references, and the 
strongest of Mr. Pfander’s publications, fully 
and leisurely to consider both sides of the 
question. 

July 2nd.—Immeuiately after my return from 
Hurdwar I hired a room in the principal street 
and seated my party, then three persons, in it, 
to invite passengers to sit, read, hear, and dis- 
cuss points ; while I drove leisurely a mile 
or two more, stopping occasionally, gathering 
crowds around me, reading and discoursing 
with them. The room is open twice a day, 
an hour and a half in the morning and three 
hours in the afternoon ; and in the course of 
the last two months, upwards of six hun- 


| them in Hindustaénf. 


dred persons, mostly strangers, have been 
addressed on the subject of salvation, and 
|some thousands of scriptures and tracts, 
handed to them; besides the multitudes in 
the crowded parts of the city, and isolated 
individuals met and addressed by me in the 
roads round Delhi, and the scriptures and 
tracts given to them. I believe a fair also 
took place in the mean time, and an influx of 
the followers of Dadu, Charn-das, and Kabir, 
a great many of whom took away our books 
when they departed. The distributions there- 
fore, taking from the 22nd of November, 
1843, and including the above-mentioned 
occasions, down to the 30th of June, are, 562 
volumes, 2387 gospels and other portions, and 
7612 tracts; in Persian, Urdu, Hindi, San- 
scrit, Bengali, Panjabi, and Arabic ; but itis 


|to be observed that a proportion of the recent 


distributions, say for a month past, consist of 
books recovered from the swamped cases. I 
trust from the terms in which a good many of 
the books were taken, that they will not be 
laid aside or destroyed, and when kept and 
read, the divine blessing will attend them. 
One more circumstance, and I have done 
for the present. During my absence at 
Hurdwar a new regiment of infantry arrived 


| here, and the Christian drummers and musi- 


cians sent two of their numbers to invite me 
to go and establish Christian worship among 
On my return home I 
lost no time in sending for two or three of the 
party, and ascertaining their views. They 
came, said they were destitute of Christian 
instruction, and many of them wished to 
acquire a knowledge of the Nagrfand Persian 
letters, to enable them to read the word of 
God for themselves. They desired therefore 
I would both statedly preach to them, and 
engage the necessary teachers for them: and 
that they might have a place as well for wor- 
ship as for instruction in a knowledge of the 
letters, they proposed according to their slen- 
der means to build one. They have built, 
and received from me only five rupees as my 
contribution to their house, and two rupees to 
clear a debt on the chapel. My daughter, 
Mrs. B., has presented the place with three 
benches or forms, and I hope to add three 
more. The walls are of mud, and the roof is 
a choppered one: and perhaps fifty persons 
may sit with convenience in it. I have had 
the pleasure to preach a few times in this 
place, when I have had about thirty, but more 
came the last sabbath, when I could not 
attend from indisposition. I pray I may long 
have this door opened to me, and be enabled 
to declare the whole counsel of God to this 
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people. A Mr. F.,drum-major, is their prin- 
cipal man, and I have taken measures for 
providing him with the salaries of the Nagrf 
and Persian teachers. The persons already 
able to read among them have taken at least 
twenty volumes of the Hindf and Urdu 
scriptures for their own use, and the demand 
is likely to increase with their increased ability 
to read, and now I humbly pray the Lord to 
grant his blessing on this opening for useful- 
ness. 

Oct. 7th.—I have much pleasure in stating 
that we helda church-meeting yesterday, when 
we gave the right hand of fellowship to Mrs, 
L., who had for some months expressed a 
wish to join us. Shortly after receiving her, 
we repaired to the river, and with the usual 
service, I baptized her before a crowd of 
attentive and seriously disposed natives. 
Among these, as voluntary attendants, I was 
glad to perceive two persons who I did not 
think would have been present, viz. a brah- 
man student of the English College, of a 
sceptical turn of mind, and a goldsmith, an 
extremely bigoted idolater. The latter was 
not only purposely present, but before the 
baptism came to my house for such books as 
I might deem useful for him, Itso happened 
that at the moment of his coming, a pandit 
also came for the word in Sanskrit: the latter 
took the Testament and went home, while the 
former repaired to the ghat and awaited the 
administration of the ordinance. The event 
may give rise to feelings favourable to the 
interests of the gospel, and to his leisurely 
perusing the divine word, and may perhars 
serve to soften down the inveteracy of mind 
he has manifested for years towards truth op- 
posed to idolatry. 

I am happy to say that the worship in can- 
tonments serves to bring under the sound of 
the gospel from seventeen to twenty persons, 
who would otherwise be without that privi- 
lege ; and some two or three of these appear 
to hear as for eternity, and at times when I 
have not been expected, I have found them 
reading the word of God in the shade of a 


153 


tree. The Urdfi and Hindf school too has 
produced some readers, who otherwise would’ 
not have had the knowledge of letters, and 
perfected others in their reading of Hindi and 
Urdu, and furnished them with the Christian 
scriptures. One of the heathen readers, a 
native of Almora, and musician in tle regi- 
ment, has expressed his admiration of the 
truths he has thus been made acquainted 
with, and formed a wish to join us as a be- 
lever in and worshipper of Christ, tlae Incar- 
nate God and Saviour of men. I have only 
heard of this wish from others ; he has not 
spoken to me on the subject, I hear he bears 
a good character in the regiment, and there is 
no charge of dissoluteness brought against 
him by those who appear to know him best. 

In the city, I am happy to say, I am 
enabled to go about among its crowds daily, 
once or twice, and to secure for the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ that attention which 
may be considered the basis of future good. 
Of those whose attention has been thus 
arrested, numbers are in the habit of reading 
the gospels, the Testament. the Pentateuch, 
or the entire bible, in Urdd, Persian, Hindi, 
and Sanskrit. Of these, three are stated 
attendants at the Hindi and Urdé worship; a 
fourth individual attended, but sickness has 
confined him to his house for three weeks, 
Of this individual I entertained a hope, five 
years ago, that he would have joined us, and 
a recent conversation before his illness has 
revived this hope. I hope he may persevere 
in his desire; but his family and numerous 
connexions are in his way. Of the right 
impression of divine truth on his own mind I 
have no doubt, but he has obstacles to con- 
tend with which no ordinary mind could 
overcome without an uncommon measure of 
divine grace. The affrighted man proposed 
to me to receive and baptize him privately, 
two months ago ; but I would not encourage 
the measure. If ever we needed the prayers 
of our brethren we need them ten-fold more 
now, and I at this particular juncture intreat 
them in an especial manner. 


AGRA. 
A letter from Mr. Williams, dated Agra. Dec. 20th, contains the following 


passages :— 


J think I told you in a former letter of the 
baptism of a Hindoo residing ina village four- 
teen miles from this. I have recently baptized 
two more of the same place, and some others 
are inquiring the way to Zion. I have there- 
fore been encouraged to build a small chapel 
there, the whole expence of which has been 
defrayed by the church, and I fully intend to 
have preaching in it once a week throughout 
the year, providing my health will be con- 


tinued to me. The Lord has dealt bountifully 
with me this year in this respect ; I have 
never been better since I came to India, I 
also intend establishing a school in the same 
village. I have already mentioned the sub- 
ject to the people there, who appeared well 
pleased with the proposal, and engaged to 
send their children ; indeed schools are very 
much needed in al! the surrounding villages, 
for perhaps not more than one in fifty of the 
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inhabitants can read any thing. Awful ig- 
norance therefore every where prevails. Here 
is the kingdom of darkness, and as a necessary 
consequence, the unfruitful works of darkness 
are most abundant,—the most shameful, dis- 
gusting, and abominable idolatries. 


I have preached the gospel in a goodly 
number of villages this year, assisted by the 
native preachers of the local society, four of 
whom are members of our own church. We 
have systematically arranged all our opera- 
tions, so that we know what we have to do 
every day, and what places we shall visit. 
On the sabbath I attend to English preaching 
only ; one of the brethren preaches in the 
native language. On Monday we preach in 
the market held near my house. On Tuesday 
we have village preaching the whole of the 
day, to a distance of eight, ten, twelve, or 
fourteen miles, and in four or five different | 
places. On Wednesday I have to preach in | 
English, On Thursday we go to the villages, | 
on Friday to the market. On Saturday we 
go to the Tripolia, the entrance of the city, | 
and in the evening I preach to the native | 
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our work every week, and I am thankful to 
say that the great Head of the church has 
graciously been pleased to bless and own our 
poor efforts, so that we have not laboured in 
vain, or spent our strength for nought. Some 
poor perishing sinners have been turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. I have baptized twelve persons 
this year, six of whom are natives, and more 
are coming forward. Indeed, three Hindoos 
(one of them a Brahmin) have already ex- 
pressed their desire to be baptized, and im all 
probability will soon be admitted into the 
church. These are from the village where 
the chapel has just been erected, so that we 
shall have a native church there shortly, I 
hope. Thus we are greatly encouraged to 
proceed in the great and good work of bring- 
ing souls to Christ. In fact, I have never 
witnessed such a spirit of serious inquiry 
among the people as at present. Amidst 
much that is debasing and deplorable, there 
is also something very promising. I hope 
that I shall live to see some native Christians 
in all the villages which we regularly visit. 
Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 


Christians and others who attend. Such is 


AMERICA. 


have free course, and be glorified. 


CANADA. 


The following extract of a letter from Mr. Girdwood is dated Mo 


Dec, 24, 1844. 


Things in Kingston move on so well under 
Mr, Lorimer’s ministry that, with the excep- 
tion of having a promise of aid, no particular 
demand has been as yet made. Mr. Lorimer 
is much esteemed and loved by the people. 
His amiable disposition, in conjunction with 
his talents, has done much for Kingston. 
They have formed into a church again, and it 
is trusted that harmony of feeling and union 
in action will be displayed among them. 
Some are about to join the church. 

Bytown is at present su plied by a Mr, 
Dick, who has just finished is studies in the 
States. He went from Canada to study. The 
baptists in Bytown have made application to 
us to aid them in supporting him among them, 
but before taking any decided step, we have 
requested him to visit Montreal. He may be 
here in a day or two. His brother also studied 
in the States, and is now pastor of a church in 
Lanark, Canada West. 

_ The Lord is evidently doing great things for 
his people in Quebec. Mr. Landon, at the 
request of the Committee, has gone down to 


ntreal, 


supply during the winter, as it was evidently 
necessary for some one to be there. We have 
arranged with Mr. Carryer to supply the 
Tusearoras during Mr. Landon’s absence. A 
church is to be formed on January ], 1845. 
Mr, Landon is much encouraged, and thinks 
that, by judicious management, the friends 
would be able almost to meet their own ex- 
penses by next summer. We may give them 
a year, 
_ The French Mission in Milton and Hoxton 
is successful. God continues to bless the 
labours of the colporteurs. The expense con- 
nected with the commencement of this mission 
falls heavily on our funds, but the fruits are 
valuable—triumphs won against the man of 
sin. We undertook it, not doubting that it 
would deeply engage the sympathies of your 
Committee. You perceive how the Lord is 
setting open doors before us. Enter them, as 
1t.seems, we must. 

From the coe of this letter you will 
perceive our destitution as to agency. M 
the Lord of the harvest put it in ran pec 


4 


4 


3 | FOR MARCH, 1845. 


155 


to send us a band of devoted brethren, say | but how to attain this I know not, unless we 


_ six, next spring. 


withhold our subscriptions from missionary 


In Montreal we much need a larger chapel, | objects ; but this we cannot do. 


In successive numbers of the Montreal Register which have recently arrived, 
we find the following interesting paragraphs :— 


_ It is believed that many Christian friends 
in this province are desirous of contributing to 


the foreign operations of the London Baptist | 


Missionary Society. The editor begs to inform 
them that any sums sent to him for that pur- 
pose will be duly acknowledged in the Regis- 
ter, and transmitted to England to be appro- 
priated according to the wishes of the donor. 


Mr. Titus Merriman, one of the students at 
the Baptist College, Montreal, having com- 
pleted his studies, a meeting was held at the 
Baptist Chapel, St. Helen Street, on Monday 
evening last, for the purpose of commending 
him to the blessing of God, prior to his de- 
parture for South Potten, the scene of his 
future labours. Prayer was offered by Mr. 
Davidson (student), and Messrs. Bosworth 
and Girdwood. ‘The president of the college 
addressed the young minister on the solemn 
responsibilities of his office, and encourage- 
ments derived from the divine promises, and 
concluded the service with prayer. The 
meeting was well attended and highly in- 
teresting. 


The members of the Canada Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, and the denomination at 
large, will be glad to hear that arrangements 
are now in progress for the erection of the 
new college. It will be built on the elevated 
part of the ground purchased by Messrs. Try 
and Thomson, and most liberally placed by 
them at the disposal of the Society. The 
advantageous sales of the lower portion of the 


ground effected in November last have been 
already reported. The house at present occu- 
pied by the students is still unsold, and will 
be held by the Society till the new building is 
ready. The college about to be erected will 
be a handsome building of cut stone, with 
a frontage of 120 feet, and 56 feet in 
depth. There will be a massive portico in 
the centre, supported by six pillars, and 
flanked by pilasters. The situation is ad- 
mirable, commanding an extensive and beau- 
tiful prospect, and the building will be a 
great ornament to the city. 

The contract for the masons’ work has been 
obtained by Messrs. Hutchinson and Morrison, 
who have commenced operations by conveying 
stone to the ground. 


The new place of worship, erected for the 
use of the baptist church at Stanbridge, was 
opened on Thursday last. Sermons were 
preached by Messrs. Cramp, Girdwood, and 
Bosworth, of Montreal, and a collection taken 
up on behalf of the Canada Baptist Missionary 
Society. The attendance was very numerous. 

The building is neat and commodious, and 
reflects great credit on the persons employed 
in its erection. Mr. Jersey, the pastor, 
labours indefatigably, and is much encour- 
aged by the success attending his efforts. 
We shall be glad to hear that the congrega- 
tions under his care show that they duly 
appreciate their privileges by making generous 
provision for his temporal wants. In some 
districts there is a lamentable deficiency in 
this respect. 


EUROPE. 


— 


BRITTANY. 


The following statement respecting the Translati 
the Breton language, drawn up by our friend, Mr. 


found deserving of special attention. 
In 1827 the New Testament was published 


for the first time in the Breton language by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. The 


s 


edition was 1000 copies. 
lated by Mr. Le Gonidee, 
the Bible Society. 


on of the New Testament into 
Jenkins of Morlaix, will be 


It had been trans- 
at the request of 
The Old Testament also 
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is translated by the same person, but not pub- 
lished. The translation was made from the 
Latin Vulgate version, the author of it being 
a catholic. As there were no protestants 
among the Bretons, it was a difficult thing to 
have it distributed among them. However, 
through the kindness of one or two well dis- 
posed persons, this was effected to some ex- 
tent in the neighbourhood of Morlaix and 
Landerneau. To this good work the priests 
soon opposed themselves, and nothing was 
done in a way calculated to produce effect. 
In 1834 I was sent over from Wales to Lower 
Brittany to see what could be done in the 
way of enlightening and evangelizing its in- 
habitants. After having acquired a sufficient 
knowledge of the language, I set to the work 
of distributing the Testament. The success 
attending my excursions for that purpose ex- 
ceeded my expectation. I used to sell among 
the country people from six to nine Testa- 
ments a day. But to my great disappoint- 
ment I soon perceived that the people read 
the book with difficulty, and that the style of 
the translation rendered it very unintelligible 
to them, so much so that I was convinced of 
its utter unsuitableness, and the inutility of 
distributing it. 

I shall attempt showing why this transla- 
tion is unintelligible, while it is the production 
of a distinguished Breton scholar. In the 
first place, Mr. Le Gonidee, like Dr. Owen 
in Wales, is the author of a new system of 
orthography, which presents difficulties to the 
Breton reader, and while it is superior in some 
respects to the common orthography, it in- 
troduces some useless changes, especially as 
the Breton orthography is based upon that 
of the French, such as w instead of ou in 
certain cases, and k instead of c hard. The 
author wrote his translation according to his 
new system of orthography. But the princi- 

al yeason why this translation is unintelligible 
is, that Mr. Le Gonidee made use of a great 
many obsolete words which are neither made 
use of nor known among the people, while he 
distorted others to convey meanings which do 
not properly belong to their signification, a 
remarkable instance of which is found in the 
distaol, used in the Testament for pardon, for 
this word is never used in that sense ; and 
even the translator himself has not given it 
that meaning in his “ Dictionnaire Celto- 
Briton.” It is the word pardon that is uni- 
formly used in Breton, but it was rejected 
because it was taken from the French. Mr, 
Le Gonidee was induced to act thus from an 
ardent desire to rid the Breton of words of 
foreign extraction,in order to cultivate the lan- 
guage, and reduce it to its pristine purity ; in 
which garb it would be hardly cognizable to the 
present race of Bretons, But however praise- 
worthy such a thing may be in itself, to in- 
troduce for the first time a great change of 
the kind in any popular work must prove 
destructive to its utility; how. much more 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


then to the New Testament, a book unknown 
in the country a few years ago, and the dis- 
tribution of which is opposed by the catholic 
clergy? It would be difficult to form a just 
idea of the great obstacle which arises from 
the style of the translation to its being read at 
all, and when read to its being understood. 
A style of writing so unintelligible and so 
different from that of religious books in general 
will never do. Moreover, the possibility of 
cultivating the Breton to the extent Mr. Le 
Gonidee and his few disciples would earry it, 
|is more than doubtful; and this will appear 
evident when it will be considered that the 
whole stock of pure Breton or Celtic words 
does not exceed 10,000, while the literature 
of this language is poor, and that the language 
itself must disappear in the course of time, 
however distant that period may be. 

I do not stand alone in my opinion respect- 
ing Mr. Le Gonidee’s translation; what I 
have stated above is the general opinion 
among those who have read the Testament. 
Mr. Le Fourdrey, pastor of the Reformed 
Church at Brest, entertains the same view of 
|it, which is the result of inquiries made by 
him into the matter. Mr. Williams, mission- 
ary at Quimper, has found that the Breton 
| Testament is not understood by the people. 
In my correspondence with the Bible Society 
respecting the translation, I gave the opinion 
of Mr. Ledau, a famous Breton printer, and 
the bishop’s Breton printer, a man who has 
|translated and printed more Breton books 
than any other in the country. His opinion 
and mine are the same. Mr. Riou, a good 
Breton scholar, and the translator into Breton 
of A®sop’s Fables, entertains precisely the 
same view respecting It. 

That there are some who would express a 
different opinion from that which I have 
stated is very probable, and. that might ocea- 
|Sion difficulties in reference to the question of 
having a new translation ; but the ground of 
all such difficulties can be easily removed b 
remarking that those who would support the 
opposite view are only a few literary gentle- 
men, who are amateurs of the Breton lJan- 
guage, calling themselves the disciples of Mr, 
Le Gonidee, but are far from having at heart 
the religious improvement of their country- 
men, and I have reason to fear that they are 
opponents of the gospel. However, I can 
hardly believe that even this extreme party 
would declare that Mr. Le Gonidee’s style of 
writing is conformed to the general way of 
speaking and writing this language, and that 
his translation is as intelligible to the people as 
those portions of the scriptures which are to 
be found in Breton books printed for the 
service of the church of Rome. 

It is unnecessary to remark what a serious 
obstacle to the propagation of the gospel in 
Brittany was the style of the New Testament 
we had to distribute ; for having a powerful, 
Intolerant, and vigilant clergy to oppose our 
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labours, and a Testament of this kind to put 
into the hands of the people, what could we 
do, and what permanent fruit could we expect 
from the little we were able to do?’ Such a 
state of things, in a country where the success 
of the gospel must depend upon the spread of 
scriptural knowledge, was highly detrimental 
and discouraging. Therefore it became ne- 
cessary to take steps to correct the defects of 
the present translation, or to have a new one, 
otherwise we should have been compelled to 
abandon our field of labour. We entertained 
for some time the hope of being able to cor- 
rect the defects of Mr. Le Gonidee’s transla- 
tion, but that idea was abandoned by the 
friends in Wales upon a due consideration of 
the difficulties attending such a task, espe- 
cially as it was a translation from the Vulgate, 
and its author was a catholic. I am con- 
vinced we did right. It is infinitely better 
to have a good and faithful translation at once, 
than to correct the defects of one which must 
after all pains and labour be more or less 
imperfect in some important points.* There- 
fore, though sensible of my great want of 
qualifications for such a very important work, 
having no one to do it but myself, I was 
necessarily led to undertake the task of pre- 
paring a uew translation, made according to 
the original Greek. The Greek and Latin 
Testament I make use’ of is, ‘H KAINH 
AIAGHKH, Novum Fedus, cum versione 
Latina, secundum curam Leusdenii et Gries- 
bachii, Edituus ab. H. A. Aitton. Glasgue, 
1816. I consult the authorized English ver- 
sion, the Welsh bible, and those of Martin 
and Ostervald in French. My great desire 
and prayer is, that I may be able to make a 
good and faithful translation of the word of 
God. I translate the original literally as far 
as I can, in order to give to the Bretons an 
exact image of it. The work can be written 
in a style superior to the common one, which 
is to be desired, but it is requisite that care 
should be taken not to suffer that improve- 
ment to be carried so far as to render the 
translation obscure to the Breton reader, 
otherwise our labour will be in a great 
measure lost. I have got over the gospel 
according to John and Mark; I have written 
the first copy of the gospel according to 
Matthew, and I am now in the fourteenth 
chapter of the gospel according to Luke. 

I shall now make a remark respecting the 
terms used in Breton in reference to baptism. 
The word in use for this ordinance is budiziant, 
which is marked by Mr. Le Gonidee in his 
Dictionary as of a foreign derivation, intro- 
duced along with the Christian religion. This 
language is so poor that words signifying pro- 
perly to immerse, immersion, and immerser, 
cannot be found in it. The Bretons make 


* Mr. Le Gonidee’s translation would have 
required a careful revision, for it is defective in 
several places. 
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use of the verb plongea, for to plunge or im- 
merse,and plonga dures for plunge or immersion. 
I presume these terms would not be thought 
suitable, especially as they are taken from 
the French verb plonger, and consequently 
rejected by those who hold to pure Breton, 
and for that reason are not to be found in 
Mr. Le Gonidee’s Dictionary, nor in that o. 
Mr. A. E. Troude. These authors give the 
word pluia for to plunge, but there is no term 
formed from this verb to signify immersion. 
Mr. Le Gonidee gives the verb souba, as sig- 
nifying to soak, to plunge into a liquid, to im- 
bibe, to bathe, but gives no substantive derived 
from ,it. Besides, it is a word rarely made 
use of, and signifies properly to soak, being 
derived from soubeu, the word used for soup, 
and was evidently formed from the French 
word soupe. It appears to me that there are 
no good and suitable Breton words to convey 
the meaning of the terms used in the original 
in reference to baptism, and that consequently 
we have nothing to do but to adopt the terms 
now in use. If I shall live to see our trans- 
lation finished and published, I shall think it - 
my duty to write a few notes to explain what 
ideas we should attach to the word badiziant 
and others, according to the original terms in 
Greek, so as to assist the reader to acquire a 
thorough knowledge of revealed truth. 

I am happy to state that I have reason to 
believe our translation will be quite intelligible 
to the people, for we have printed a small 
tract composed of portions of the gospel, and 
I can say from my own observation that it is 
well understood by the people. I send you 
the testimony of Mr. Ricou, a remarkable 
Breton, who has acquired a knowledge of the 
Latin by his own efforts, and has translated 
Esop’s Fables into his native tongue, and 
who from his thorough knowledge of Breton 
is well qualified to give his opinion in this 
case. He is willing to give us all the help he 
ean in preparing the translation. I hope I 
shall be authorized to engage him for that 
purpose, as he could render me great assist- 
ance. 

I am very desirous of finishing the transla- 
tion as soon as possible, and that we should be 
able to have it printed as soon as it will be 
ready. The utility of printing the New Tes- 
tament in the Breton language will appear by 
the fact that the Breton population amount to 
a million, and that about the half of that num- 
ber know no other language. It is indeed a 
painful reflection that this people has been 
left so long without the word of God. But it 
is evident that the Lord has brought about a 
very fit season to give them the holy scrip- 
tures ; for peace reigns every where, there is 
no law to hinder the distribution of the divine 
volume among them, many can read, and 
education makes rapid progress, the people 
manifest a very favourable disposition to re- 
ceive the Testament and religious tracts, and 
there is an encouraging prospect of its being 
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idely distributed, as there are three mission- | colporteur to Brittany for that purpose. May 
ans a ‘he field ready for the work, and the | the Lord enable us to accomplish his will in 
friends in Paris have told us they will send a | this work ! 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


THE DOVE. 


On Monday, January 27th, a meeting was held on board the Dove, composed 
of members of the Committee of the British and Foreign Sailors’ Society and of the 
Baptist Missionary Society, for the purpose of presenting to Captain Milbourn 
a Bethel-flag. Besides members of the two Committees, there was a considerable 
attendance of other friends ; and the meeting was altogether one of deep interest. 
Dr. Cox stated the destination of the vessel, and Mr. Seaborn addressed the crew. 
The Bethel-flag was presented by Mr. Hooper, in the name of the Committee of 
the Sailors’ Society, and Mr. Milbourn in acknowledging the gift, expressed his 
hope that wherever they went “the God of Bethel” would go with them, and 
that his service would be regularly observed. Mr. Russell, Mr. Hyatt, and Mr. 
Angus took part in the services. 

On Friday, the 31st, the Dove dropped down to Gravesend, and on Saturday 
sailed for Cowes, where the missionaries were to embark. On Tuesday morning 
the missionaries, in company with two or three friends, left London for Cowes, and 
got on board the Dove in the afternoon. The evening of that day was spent in 
singing and prayer, and was felt by all to be a hallowed season. The following 
morning the vessel weighed anchor about eight o’clock, and went through the 
Needles with a favourable breeze. All on board were in good spirits, and were 
looking forward to their engagements in Africa with feelings of deep interest and 
holy joy 

The Pilot who conducted the vessel to the Isle of Wight wrote thus after his 
return :—“ I have piloted your vessel, the Dove, from the East India Docks to the 
Isle of Wight ; and I beg to say that a vessel cannot possibly behave better than 
she did. The speed she went was from eleven to twelve miles. From Blackwall 
to Gravesend in two hours and ten minutes; and from Grayesend to the Isle of 
Wight in sixteen hours; and, under proper management, I should say a finer 
vessel cannot be: indeed I cannot say too much for her qualifications. She is 
uncommonly stiff under canvas.” 

Since the Dove sailed from Cowes no communications from her have been 
received, and it is hoped that by the time the Herald is in the hands of our readers 
she may have reached the north part of the African coast, ; 


Several friends have kindly presented various valuable articles for the use of the 


Dove. The Committee thankfully acknowledge these presents: amongst them 
are— 


A set of nautical instruments, value £30, from Mr. Dennis, mathematical instrument 
maker, Bishopsgate Street ; 


no by gei apparatus, &c., value £11, from Messrs. Bowser and Son, Parsons’ Street, 
atelitt ; 

A grant of a library at half price, £3; and a grant of Foreign and English tracts, 
value £3, from the Committee of the Religious Tract Society. 


3 A grant of 500 Tracts and 1000 Handbills, from the Committee of the Baptist Tract 
ociety. _ ; 
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DEATH OF THE REV. J. D. ELLIS. 


The protracted afflictions with which it has pleased our heavenly Father to 
exercise his servant, Mr. Ellis, formerly of Calcutta, terminated, at Lewes, on 
Lord’s day, February the ninth. ‘His happy spirit,” we are informed, ‘* took its 
flight at a quarter past one, after the most pleasing testimony to the faithfulness of 
God in supporting him throughout his aftliction, and to the all-sufficiency of his 
grace in a dying hour.” 


GRAVESEND. 


The first public meeting in behalf of the Bap-| (Wesleyan minister of Gravesend), and the mis- 
tist Missionary Society at Gravesend was held | sionaries severally delivered suitable and highly 
in the new chapel on Thursday, January 23rd, | interesting addresses to a numerous meeting ; 
on the occasion of Messrs. Newbegin and others | after which £7 1s. 6d. was collected in aid of 
going out as missionaries to Western Africa in | the mission, being the first contribution to the 
the Society’s new ship “ Dove,” Thomas Pew-| missionary cause from the new baptist interest 
tress, Esq., occupied the chair, After singing | there; and it is hoped that the lively sympathy 
and prayer, the chairman opened the business | excited on the occasion may tend to kindle a 
of the meeting by an appropriate address, and the | warm feeling in favour of the Society among 
Revs. Dr. Cox, Eustace Carey, George Scott | the friends of that interesting cause. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS IN LONDON. 


The arrangements for the Annual Meetings will be announced fully in our next 
number. It may, however, be convenient to our friends to be apprised now that 
the time fixed for holding the Annual Public Meeting in Exeter Hall is Thursday, 
the Ist of May. Mr. Aldis has kindly engaged to preach on behalf of the Society 
on Thursday evening, April 24th, Dr. Raffles on Wednesday morning, April 30th, 
and Mr. Knill, to the young, in the afternoon of April 28th. 

The Annual Meeting of Subscribers will be on Tuesday morning, April 29th ; 
and it is intended to hold on the evening of May Ist, a Supplementary Public 
Meeting, by adjournment from Exeter Hall. 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


AFRICA ...-c000008 CEARENCE .,,o.c++ ses -ss0 «Clarkes Svs. .sscsess Aug. 9, 28, & 31, Sept. 17, 
18, & 30. Oct. 2 & 8, Nov. 5. 


Do., & others. .Nov. 4. 


Muller, cA eapssee Sept. 18, 
Lynslager, W. B.Sept. 24. 
Merrick, J......... Aug. 6, Oct. 7 and 9, Noy. 4 


( 2 letters), Nov. 5. 
Prince, G. K,.,...Sept. 11 and 24, Oct. 9. 
Saker Ac ercssces Sept, 2, Oct. 10, Nov. 5. 
. Sturgeon, T....... August 27, Oct, 29. 
AMERICA.,....0..- MONTREAL... .secceseeeeeeeeTamp, J. M...... Noy. 21, Dec. 6, 7, and 25, 


Jan, 21, 
Girdwood, J......- Dec. 24. 
New YORK .....0...- suenccae Colgate, W.......- Jan. 29, 
CA SIAM geeesd SAGA a eis ice tehcctens Williams, R.......Dec. 20. 
CALCUTTA ......sse00000+0.evans, W.W.....Dec, 20. 


Leslie, A.ses esas Dee. 18. 


160 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 3 
CALCUTTA .....0- Wdedvesaie Thomas; 'J..cccccos Nov. 15 and 16, Dec. 20. 
Wenger, J.........Nov. 16. 
COLOMBO wevecccesesscsessone Davies, J.......... Noy. 22. 
Elliott,C., & othersNoy. 23. 
DACOAL....cs2cestnsdensessase Leonard, O......... Dec. 16 
Robinson, W.....Dec. 10. 
DINAGEPORE. .ecseseeeeeetere Smylie, H..,..... Nov. —, Nov. 27. 
HONG KONG.......0escereees Shuck, J. L....... Sept. 4. 
Dati OW a ccccaaro July 25 
TI OWHAEL oes cecssoudsvecente Morgan, T........Nov. 18, Dec. 20. 
JESSORE\sseqsasasssmwonsscsee (PALEY 4-0 ccussaeezss© Noy, 15. 
ENTAIL Y Wye ccsectecssenedsere PeavcegiGttateces Nov. 14. 
TE ENDY Mivaxticccceteerescakes Birt, M. O. J.....Dec. 14. 
Dawson, C. C....Dec. 16. 
MONGHIR: icceecseecs desconens Lawrence, J....... Dec.10. 
OMG DA tseaacacewoussnves sass iPiallips, Eis. Noy. —. 
PRON, piece cneseweageePiecuess Beddy, E..cesessae One letter, no date, receive 
Dec. 14. 
SEWRY .....- 0+ scscoseeseeeee Williamson, J,...Nov. 5. 
BAHAMAS....csces INASB AIGA ee. tenstiortauceeasens Capern, Hinccsc.s Dec. 5, Jan, 12. 
Rycroft, W. K...Jan. 10. 
"TURKS ISGAND\\...ccveucees Littlewood, W...Nov. 17. 
BRITTANY......+. IMO RG AES co oscncqnectencauses Jenkins, J......... Jan. 18. 
HONDURAS .....4+ IBERUZE isasevecuatio-ececan .. Henderson, A.....Nov. 19, 
JAMAICA ayeeeeeee BELLE, CASTLE .....<000<00 Kingdon, J........ Dec, 21. 
BROWNS "LOWN wcess-cexess Henderson, J. E.Nov. 19. 
CATABAR A ccsccescnanceoase Tins0ns I acu e Noy. 20, Dec. 19 
HATMO UTE ey ccececsvacnkees Francies, E. J....Dec. 9 and 16. 
Pickton, T. B....Nov, 11. 
Grow?) Horie ceect ane. ounens Armstrong, C.....Nov. 26. 
KETTERING, ....scccecessveee Bloomfield, H..,..Dec. 5, 
Clark, Jicctecxvccus Dec. 5. 
Kaanw, Ween Dec. 6 and 18, 
IRUINGSIPON .ccescecasvaressars Kingdon, J. ......Jan. 8. 
Oughton, H. ra .Dec. 23. 
Oughton, S........ Jan, 7. 
TjW OA dew ents Coancncnbocmagee ATs i suascehseans Noy. 19. 
Monreco Bay....... stones Cornford, P. H...Jan. 4, 
Mount CArEY........ceceee Burchell, Tus .Nov. 20. 
Ooo URIOSisct.c.comnecwes Millard, B......... Nov. 6 
Port MARTA.......cccsccse Day, De vee Dec. 5 
Teall Were Dec. 20. 
SU GANS BAS icc csrees ses Abbott, T. F..... Nov. 18, Dec. 4 & 28, J 
Dexter, B. B......Nov. 20. 
Dutton, H. J. bite 8 20. 
Evans, G. P...... Noy. 21. 
Kingdon, J...,....Nov. 20. ° 
Knibb, W....... ..Nov. 20. 
Phillippo, J. M..Noy, 21. 
Do., & others..Nov, 21. 
Do.,& Abbott, T.F. Dec. —, 
SranisH Town............. Anderson, W. W.Jan. 7. 
Bullock, R, & ors.Jan. 6, 
DO Wao, dksscecrs Jan, 7. 
Francies, E. J..,.Jan. 7. 
Phillippo, J. M...Dec. 8 and 20, Jan. 7, 
WALDENSIA ..........0 -+..» Henderson, J. E.Nov. 15, Jan. 3, 
YADUME SR 0 decseeveeeaee ands, "Ty cree ..Nov. 20, Jan. 4, 
TRINIDAD .,,....PORT OF SPAIN............-Cowen, G. ........Dec, 5 and 28, 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 

R. B. Sherring, Esq., Bristol, for a packaze of books, for Rev. J. Clarke and others, 
Western Africa ; 

R. B. Sherrmg, Esq., for a parcel of books, for Rev. A. Leslie, Calcutta ; 

Friends at Waltham Abbey, for a parcel of books, for Rev. T. Sturgeon, Fernando Po ; 

Mr. J. B. Ulph, St. Ives, for two boxes of nails, cutlery, tools, and needles, for the Mission, 
and a packet of newspapers, for Dr. Prince ; 

{ Mr. N. Hammond, for a volume, for Africa ; 

Ladies at Aberdeen, for a box containing about 200 articles of clothing, for Rev. J, Merrick, 
Western Africa ; 

Mrs. Henson, Nottingham, for a box of clothing, for Western Africa ; 

Ladies of Rev. J. Edwards’ Congregation, Nottingham, for a box of clothing and useful 
articles, for the same ; 

Ladies at Agard Street Chapel, Derby, for a box of clothing, for Dr. Prince, Western 
Africa ; 

Directors of the London Missionary Society, for the first volume of the History of that 
Society ; 

Mr. Richirdean Waltham Abbey, for a bag of tools, for Rev. 7, Sturgeon, Fernandes Po ; 

Mr. Pugh, Waltham Abbey, for a parcel of drapery, for the same ; 

Mr. Yarnold, for a box of drapery, cottons, &c., for Western Africa ; 

Miss Huntley, Bow, for a parcel of magazines and reports ; 

A friend, Harnsworth, for a parcel of magazines and tracts, for Rev. W. K. Rycroft, 
Nassau ; 
Ladies of Baptist and Pedobaptist Congregations, East Dereham, for a box of useful and 
fancy articles, for Rev. J. M. Phillippo, Spanish Town ; ; 
Mr. Whiteman, Riverhead, for three casks of lime (about 55 bushels), for Western Africa ; 
Mr. William Park, Wigan, for seven bags of nails, and a box of books, for Western Africa ; 
Mrs. Risdon, Birlingham, near Pershore, for a parcel of clothing, &c., for Rev. J. Clarke, 
Western Africa ; ; 

Young es Pembroke Chapel, Liverpool, for a box of clothing, for Messrs. Thompson 
and Milbourn, Western Africa ; : 

A friend, Spencer Place, for a parcel of magazines ; 

Mrs. McAll, for a parcel of magazines ; j 

J. K. Clement, Esq., for a box of nails and writing paper, for Rev. J. Clarke, Western 
Africa ; ‘ . 

Min Clement and Miss Sargeant, Laytonstone, for a box of clothing and school materials, 
for Rev. J. Clarke, Western Africa ; { 

Friends at New Park Street, for a parcel of clothing, for Western Africa ; : 

Mr. Ewes, Kennington, for a parcel of magazines and reports, for Western Africa ; 

Mrs. Davies, Tottenham, for a parcel of tracts, for Western Africa ; 

Mrs. W. L. Smith, Denmark Hill, for a box containing various packages, for Rev. J. Clarke, 
Western Africa ; 

Ae ere Hid BM for a parcel of clothing, for T. Sturgeon, F ernando Po ; : 

Ladies, at Melksham, for a box of clothing and drapery, for J. Clarke and J. Merrick, 
Western Africa ; 

Friends, at Battersea, for a parcel of clothing, for J. Clarke, Western Africa ; 

Friend (unknown), for a parcel of magazines ; : ; 

Friend itsael 9 for a tel of shoes and ‘leather, for J. Clarke, Western Africa ; 

Mrs. Elizabeth Forster, Tottenham, for a parcel of calicoes, &e., for the same ; 

Friend (unknown), for a package, for J. eee Western Africa ; 
. Robert Sadler, Norwich, for a parce! of magazines ; ; 

Mr. Edward Wright, Chesterfield, for a crate of earthenware, for Dr. Prince, Western 
Africa ; h 

faths at Melbourn, for a parcel of magazines ; ; he Soeiet 

Mr. Thomas Chapman, Sandhurst, for a quantity of magazines bequeathed to the Society 
by the Rev. James Gates ; : 

Hoby, St. James’ Street, for a basket of blacking ; 
Mn ae ae Canterbury Place, Lambeth, for Fox’s Book of Martyrs (illustrated 
iti d other books, for the Mission Library; | ‘ 
mie I se Baxton, Berwick, for a parcel of the Eclectic sae and other books, for the 
lleze Library, Montreal ; : ~ Ta 
df C. Coteh, re Kettering, for a quantity of shoes, for Western ie \ oa 
Friends, Regent Street, Lambeth, for a quantity,of useful articles, for Western Africa. 


x 


162 THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


Mrs. Pearson presents her grateful acknowledgments to Miss Fuller and friends at Bow, 
for a parcel of clothing, &e., for the benefit of the Baptist daily School at Nassau. 

Also, Mrs. Capern and Mrs. Pearson present their grateful acknowledgments to Mrs, 
Clement and Miss Sargent, Laytonstone, for a box of similar articles, to be devoted to the 


same purpose, ; , 
Mr. Rycroft acknowledges, with thanks, the receipt of a package of tracts from Mr. Winks; 


also a parcel of magazines and books, from J. Jones, Esq., of the Temple. 
Mr. Merrick, in a letter dated Clarence, Nov. 4, says, “The parcel from Ebenezer has 
been received, and its contents have proved highly useful. Few articles are more acceptable 


to us than those forwarded by Ebenezer.” 
If any of our friends can supply our brethren in Africa with a turning-lathe, it would be 


exceedingly welcome. A lathe presented by Mr. Lees, of Ashton, has proved of great 
service, 


NOTICE TO AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


The Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies, and other friends, who may have money 
in hand on account of the Society, are respectfully reminded that the Treasurer’s 
account for the year will close on the 31st of March; which renders it necessary 
that all payments intended to appear in the Appendix to the next Report, should 
be made, at the latest, in the course of this month. It is requested, therefore, 
that the respective accounts may be sent, properly balanced, to the Secretary, 
Baptist Mission House, Moorgate Street, accompanied by the list of subscribers, 
&c., in alphabetical order. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 
of January, 1845. 


_., &8& a. 8. d.} & ad 
Annual Subscriptions. Peto, S. M., Esq., & Mrs. Chelsea, Sunday School, : 
Allen, J. H., Esq 220 Peto, for dfrica.... 50 0 0] for “ Dove” ...cccccccccee 0 
Bartlett. Rave GoM 3 Do., for Jamaica ...... 50 0 0) Walworth, Lion Street— 
aa a0 . 0 Phillips, Miss, Stamford Beale, Mr., for Ja- 
Gurney, How.’ me 0|¢ row eater gee 0 0 TRIE, nsscomnsedersrer 0 0 
Gurney, W. B., Esq......100 0 0} Pam. 7a M. E., for 100 Sunday School, for 
Gurnee, Those, Bea, oe Of mgDGe fiend hy, fordo, 10 0) Do, for African, a aie 
Gurney, Mrs per 1 1 o| Thank-oifering from the Do., for Brown's 
Gurney, Henry, Esquse 5 5 0 | mm COUMETY worsens ene FOG Town, Jamaica... 1 1 0 
Gurney, Miss.......... es Lal RGR page Seo Walworth, Horsley Street— 
Jacobson, Miss.......0000 Lo Oi Waldensia, Jamaica. 5 0 0 Sunday School ......... 410 0 
Peto, S. M., Esq., & Mrs. 
BPGGO ticacgackstavaxes tanks 100 0 0 Legacy. 
Smith, Mra. J.J....0.. 1 1 0| Batley, John, Eaq., late ea 
Thomson, Rey. James... 010 0 of Cheltenham, by Cotton End... 10 0 0 
Samuel Bailey, Esq., ore oe 
Donations. of Sheffield.............06 50 0 0 
ig te ee oi 00 BERKSHIRE. 
realy * Sddaaah . : : LonDON AND MIDDLESEX Ashampstead— 
Gatay Maxtor £ ae: AUXIDIARTES. Wokingtan’ Ee § 00 
Do., for “Dove” ...... 010 0| Alfred Place Kent ions. 
5 Collections............. 
Made ere a svg ae 010 0 . Road, for Africa ... 1 1 0 Contributions svt $ 5 H 
» » Ne 0s) TOR, ** Dower d sexe ile Societ 
Ye car's offering, for do. 010 0/ Bow. Mo den “ ; tga Eck) Do., Juvenile Society 3 14 9 
qo eee Be SOPION  RO A, hacen cs ane: A, 
Higgins, J. W., Esq..... 52.10 0 Brentford, New— , “it Bu 
ee Y Miss, for ore: Collection (moiety)... 116 8 Lae ae 
sangenessseneeeee | Farmer, Thomas, Esq. 
Johu, son of Nimshi.... 0 10 0 HAG resis coresssha ess 010 0 barsres Reales 
Nowbegin, Miss Bliza- Haynes, Mrs., Col- Kni rents a,b oo 
beth, for “ Dove” ...... 010 0| lected by, & box... 5 8 3 sta peed, HY saci he 
1 — 


1 aed 


ca 


: s. d. 
_ ‘CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Cambridge— 
Contributions, by G. 
E. Foster,,Esq.... 50 8 7 
Do., Juvenile Fund, 
by Mrs. Edmund 


IRQSUCY capenencsvasens 1116 3 
DERBYSHIRE. 
Derby— 
Contributions, by Miss 
Emily Hackett ...... 112 0 
DEVONSHIRE. 


NortH DEvon AUXIL- 


tary, by Rey. R. May 45 0 0 
Bampton— 
Monthly Meeting Box 1 3 0 
Dartmouth— 
Collection .....ceccerves 2Ga6 
_ Contributions.......... 3) Bd 
Do., proceeds of Tea 
Meeting, for Afri- 
ao OEE > 1076 
A Friend to Africa, by 
Rey. E. H. Brewer, 
FOT dO....seeeeeeee serene 0 
Devonport, Morice Square— 
Collections...,......++.02 146 4 
Contributions oes ERED 
Dee FE ONLO) 0 
aay Tf ee 
Acknowledged before 
and CXPeDSeS........ 20 15 10 
1 TL 6 
DoRSETSHIRE. 
Corfe Mullen— 
Collected at Tea Meet- 
ing, for Africa...... 9 10 0 
Wimborne— 


Budden, Mr. E., for 
Gime sesstecessere GOLD 0 


EssEx. 
Harlow— 
Contributions, by J. 
T. & A. T. Chaplin, 


for “ Dove” ....---0+- 113 8 
Loughton Association... 5 19 0 
B. School Association 1 5 1 
Dawkins, M. _A., for 
© DOVE” prcevecsveseee 012 3 
Potter Street— 
Contributions, by Mrs. 


Gipps, for Africa... 3 0 0 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Coleford— 
Golloctionuswivecvecce £0" 0 
Contributions ........ 229 05 3 
Wotton under Edge— 
Collections........++++«« .1017 4 
Contributions ......... 10 12 2 
HAMPSHIRE. 
Beaulieu— 
Burt, Rey. J. B., for 
Bally .sesevserevevere 0 0 
Blackwater— 
Collection .......-. Zo. 3 10 0 
Swarraton— . 
; Marvin, Miss, for 
AFTIUCUesryernersscnerers 010 0 
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HEREFORDSHIRE. 
Hereford— 
Contributions, by Miss 
Francis and Miss 
Evans, for “Dove” 1 0 0 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Hemel Hempstead— 
Collections........... Pe WA 
Contributions ......... 13 13 9 
Do., Juvenile <Asso- 
ciation’.....enears 01 3 9 


St. Albans— 
Contributions, by Miss 
Young, for Entally 3 0 0 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
Huntingdon— 
Collections (moiety)... 314 0 
Ladies’ Association 
(02); Unepepnaesroneesen Ay (oe RI} 
Contributions (do)... 4 4 0 
Spaldwick— 
Collection (two thirds) 510 4 
KENT. 
Eythorne— 
Contributiors,by Miss 
C. Webb and A. 
Hawkes, for “Dove? 1 0 0 
Gravyesend— 
Collection saa secs. 7) 6 
Hadlow— 
Collection «....0c..cccevee 5 7 10 
Sheerness— 

Collection’ ...s-...s0-. 117 6 
LANCASHIRE. 
Liverpool, on account... 70 0 0 

Ladies’ Negros’ Friend 
Society, for Brown’s 
Town Schools......... 12 12 0 
Bible Class, by Mr. R. 
Johnson, for “Dove? 1 0 0 


Contributions, by Mrs. 

Lyon, for support of 
- Elizabeth Lyon, Pat- 

NO, REFUGE .2+.eerereeee 400 
Neal, Mr. John, for 

Mission Premises, 
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£ 8. d. 
OXFORDSHIRE. 
OXFORDSHIRE, On ac- 
COUNT ..cscissesepnem i dpine OO ID 
Bicester— 
Contributions, by Mr. 
OUSMIth: es seresrdebe 216 0 
SOMERSETSHIRE, 
Bath— 
Contributions,by Mrs. 
Forster, for “‘ Dove” 


every 


SUFFOLK. 


Bury St. Edmunds (in 
addition to £38 13s. 
acknowledged last 
month)— 
Juvenile Association 10 2 2 
A Friend to encourage 


GO pean setesse casters or 50 0 
W ARWICKSHTRE. 
Birmingham— 
Bi ce capsSeopesnibstion A. 8S 1 0 
WILTSHIRE. 


Damerham and Rockbourne— 
Contributions 410 0 
Do., Sunday School 010 0 
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THE PRESENT. 


Men are so fond of reverting to the past, and of anticipating the future, that a 
great deal of time is wasted in answering, often in a too congratulatory manner, 
the question, What have I done? or in forming plans, which sickness, sudden re- 
verse of circumstances, or death, may strangely mar. 

We love the ideal more than the real, or else we should use every moment in 
doing something. Imagination will add beauty to scenes, which at first were 
thought common-place ; and these when contrasted with what passes beneath our 
eye, appear more beautiful and worthy. But because common sense will not 
permit us to engage the services of imagination in examining facts placed 
before us, we oftentimes shrink from examinations which would do us good. 
Fancy does not kindle when the perishing mass of mankind is looked upon ; but it 
burns brightly when the mighty change predicted in the eternal oracles is 
anticipated. 

Dear Reader! What have we to do with to-morrow, next month, or next year? 
Our business is with the present moment. Use it ; for you may not use another. 
Look around on the scene of spiritual misery which Ireland presents, and now do 
what you can to remove it. 

For God is not leaving his churches there without a blessing. He is doing 
good to his people, and giving them reasons for joy. Public opinion in the great 
matter of religion is aroused. The ties which bound the people to their priests 
are snapping. The bible is more generally read than before. Respectful attention, 
in not a few instances, is given to the statements of the gospel plan of salvation ; 
indeed we might say generally, but that some might class us with enthusiasts. Is 
it not right to regard these things as a summons to all God’s servants to do what 
they can for Ireland ? 

We have stations asking for men. A kind friend has offered two houses, rent 
Sree, for agents. We cannot respond to these appeals, nor accept these offers, for 
want of funds. Nor are we without men who would most cheerfully be employed 
in preaching the gospel in the country ; but for the same reason we cannot secure 
their services. This is our position at the present moment. In one sense it 1s a 
pleasing position ; in another it is most painful. What is our request ? To make 
it altogether pleasing, by enabling the committee to avail themselves of every 
facility which God has graciously put in their way. ‘ 

Reader! Have you helped us? Oh, increase your aid! If you have eee we 


beseech you to do it now! 


Mr. Watson, in a reeent communica- | at our evening service in Marlborough Street. 
tion, states that he had to administer | I expect three more candidates for church 
the ordinance of believers’ baptism, on | fellowship soon. save 
which occasion In the school we have sixty-six on the 

2 books, the average attendance is about forty, 

The chapel was full. Persons of all | which is large, considering the severe weather, 
sections of the Christian church were present, | and destitution of the children. When I 
and nothing could exceed their serious atten- | preach here, the room is generally filled. Our 
tion. Indeed you might have heard a pin | attendance at Blackrock is usually about forty. 
drop. One of our readers counted twenty | I have also a large bible class. Altogether 
romanists present, of those whom he had been | the state of the cause is very encouraging. 
in the habit of visiting. 

On the Thursday following, the aiemaens at a 
the school room was most encouraging. Seve- ; 
ral of the parents of the children a present, Mr. McCarruy, though suffering 


and the next Lord’s day many of these were | greatly from domestic aE eUOn. has been 
i 
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vigorously prosecuting his great wor’. 
He says in his letter of Feb. 3rd :— 


The state of the weather, and the dangerous 
illness of Mrs. McCartny, who has been 
brought near the grave, have made my path 
uneasy and rough. Our cause at Erbane has, 
for some time, been like a ship in a tempest. 
The people are watched, and if it should be 
ascertained that they attend our place, exer- 
tions are made to coerce them. J do not com- 
plain of this; for a thorough-going church- 
man has as much right to defend his system 
as we have to expose its soul-destroying ten- 
dency. I mention it to show you that we 
have to contend for every inch of ground. 
But I wish the contest were carried on in 
the open day. In the midst of this, we enjoy 
tranquillity among ourselves, and we continue 
in love. 

In my return from F to T. by the 
fly boat, I often have amicable discussions 
with passengers. Recently the following oc- 
curred. As we were gliding along, one who 
sat near me, an intelligent romanist, sighed 
heavily, and said, ‘‘ I wish I was in heaven.” 
This was enough to set me going; so I said 
to him, “If you rest your eternal all on the 
blood and righteousness of Christ, you shall 
go there ; for the Lord hath said it. But if 
you do not you cannot besaved.” ‘* Yes I 
shall,” said he, ‘if I merit it, 1 shall be admit- 
ted.” ‘Be not deceived,” I replied, “in this all 
important point; for to merit it, would be to 
give’an equivalent for it. Are you prepared to 
do this? If you are, you set aside the merit of 
Christ, and cling to your own. Can you 
satisfy the demands of infinitejustice? Your 
best works are limited and poor ; and show 
me on this principle, how you can merit eter- 
nal life.” ‘There were many romanists present, 
and they all exclaimed. ‘* That is impossible,” 

My ministry at T is well received. 
The people love to hear. I visit them in their 
houses, read to them, expound for them, and 
pray with them. These services they always 
receive with great thankfulness. The storm 


of high church opposition is fast dying away. | 


The school is again thriving. The bluster of 
the priests, which I communicated to you 
some time ago, has proved unavailing. Seve- 
ral scholars, the last time I inspected the 
school, applied for re-admission ; and when I 
asked them why they wished to return, and 
leave the nuns’ school, they replied, “‘ Because 
we were getting no good there.” “Is jt,” 
said I, “the wish of your parents that you 
should come back?” “Tt is,” they said, 
And when one little fellow, who wished to 
return, in reply to my inquiry, whether he 
had been one of the fugitives, said, “I ama 
nun, sir,” the rest cheered him heartily. 

The attendance at K is steady, and we 
had there same good seasons lately. At 
R— — the congregations are generally good, 
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and we have some pleasing indications of the 
divine blessing. There are a few who are 
determined to cast in their lot amongst us. 

I had another friendly dissertation with a 
romanist a few days ago, on the insufficiency 
of all human merits to save a soul from death. 
I am certain it was the first time he had ever 
heard the gospel fully set before him. He 
expressed his agreement with what I said, and, 
turning to another Romanist, who was listen- 
ing attentively all the time, observed : “* What 
a pity itis we have not more frequent inter- 
course with such men.” “ Yes,” he replied, 
‘indeed it is; for no man can except to the 
doctrine he has advanced.” We have almost 
daily occurrence of this kind of teaching. 


The following extract from Joun Mo- 
NAGHAN’S letter of January 18, will be 
read with much pleasure, as it contrasts 


strikingly with one in the last Chro- 
nicle :— 


It is remarkable, and not a little interest- 
ing, that in the very places where the most 
severe threats and menaces were used, and 
the greatest obstacles set up, the people are 
the most anxious in their inquiries for reli- 
gious instruction. May we not rejoice in per- 
secution, and say, “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” 

I am also happy to add, that your last 
visits to this neighbourhood, and particularly 
to D——, have had a pleasing effect; not 
only on those who heard you preach, but even 
on many who have since heard of the purport 
of your sermons, from those who attended. 
Since then I have had frequent inquiries from 
many at L » “ When will Mr, Bates come, 
for we long to hear him again,” 
_The scripture reading and prayer-meeting 
at B , which I established at the request 
of some of the inhabitants, and with many 
fears of success in consequence of the great 
Opposition which seemed to prevail at that 
time, bas far exceeded my expectations. On 
every occasion, the house where we stop is 
well filled with aged men and women, whose 
earnest inquiries about scripture evidently 
show that they are desirous of becoming 
acquainted with the truths of the gospel. 


—_— 


_ We hope the facts stated in the sub- 
Joined extracts from Apam Jonnson’s 
letter of January 15, will be read as 


affording proof of the good effect of the 
readers’ labours :— 


Were the priests even to persevere in their 
former attempts to dissuade all their followers 
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from reading, hearing, and searching the 
scriptures for themselves, it would be in vain. 
Many of the inhabitants of this country are 
sorry they were so long dupes of their sophis- 
try, and they are th in future to read 
and believe the bible. It is cheering to the 
religious friends of Ireland, to hear that many 
precious souls have been snatched as brands 
_from the everlasting burning, through the in- 
strumentality of their labour of love. I am 
daily endeavouring, by reading the scriptures 
and conversation, and by the distribution of 
religious tracts, to expose the errors of popery, 
w were, some time ago, very prevalent 
in this part of the country, but are now, in 
some measure, falling to the ground, One 
man in D refused to have his child bap- 
tized, in consequence of reading some tracts 
written on baptism. Another man in the 
same village, says he will never have another 
of his children sprinkled. He told me, when 
he brought the last child to be sprinkled, he 
wanted to be the godfather, but the minister 
would not allow it, and compelled the sexton 
to stand sponsor. He then came to me, and 
asked me for some of my tracts. I supplied 
him with pleasure. He is perusing them with 
great diligence, and, like Paul, he is now 
preaching the faith which he once destroyed. 


Some doubt has been felt, in many 
quarters, how far the opinions of our bre- 
thren in Ireland, on the change which 
has taken place in the feeling of the 
people, and their willingness to hear the 
gospel, never before known, are sound 
opinions. The following extracts are 
from an intelligent reader, once a roman- 
ist, stationed in Dublin. He says, Jan. 
16th :-— 


I have to return you sincere thanks for the 
supply of Irish testaments. Without them I 
never could get on. Wherever they can be 
read at all, they not only remove the preju- 
dice which exists against the English bible, 
but they create a thirst for it. 

As I was teaching four men to read on 


absence of a teacher they : 
English any word at which they might stum- 
ble in the Irish ; and then they came to 
understand it at onee. In many places, in- 
stead of my having to introduce reading, they 
themselves call upon me to 


December 9th, each of them implored me to | 
give them an English bible, saying er in oa Fa 
Ce ee ie | scriptures, either in whole or in part, 114. 
| While, alas! of some of these I have no hope, 
| but they are in God’s hande; of others 1 have 
(a2 
do so; and some 


are so satisfied with the sufficiency of the word | 
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than the words of God. In giving a few 
tracts to a family the other day, the man of 
the house declared that he would willingly 
give the half of his week’s wages, if I thought 
I could succeed in teaching him to read 
them, 

There are few of those whom I can regu- 
larly visit, who would for a moment introduce 
or contend for transubstantiation, purgatory, 
praying for the dead, that the blessed virgin is 
“the mother of God,” or any of the grosser 
absurdities of popery. Jiudeed, some seem to 
stand neuter, and endeavour to make it out that 
their view was a refinement of the papacy. 

Twelve of these persons #6: bought 
Coyne’s new edition of the Douay version, in 
parts; others have bought up some portions 
thereof, but seeing the little difference there 
was between it and ours, have bought no 
more, declaring that the difference in words 
was not worth the difference in money, and that 
ours was, on the whole, more easily understood, 

These indications of good are many; and 
while I am totally shut out from some places, 
yet wherever the bible finds an entrance, it 
makes its own way. And the church here 
being stirred up to devote each Tuesday even- 
ing to special prayer that God would deign to 
increase and bless us, makes me hope that 
the present year will be a year of great in- 

| gathering. 


’ 
| To give our friends some idea of a 


| reader's work, we present to their notice 
| a summary of the past year’s labours of 
|the one whose communications they 
| have just been reading :— 

| Total number of visits 1482, Protestant 
| families visited, 85; romanists,73, Persons 
| speaking Irish, under instruction, 47; ditto 
| of such as attend ours or other places of wor- 
| ship, 8; ditto of such as atte other places, 
| shut up from various causes, 26, h 


| bibles and testaments given away, 17; Irish 
| ditto 36; portions in Genesis, 24; ditto of 
|g 


} 
| their children to owr Sunday-school, 2; of 


pels and epistles, 24; tracts and ers 


08 
about 2,000. Number of families who 


those who have been induced to buy the 
Douay version in parts, 12 ; total number of 
ose whom I have prevailed with to get the 


ood hope. 


— 


Our friends will now see some of the 


for instruction, that a quotation from it is enough | reasons why the committee are so anx- 


to settle any disputed 

In first applying 
romanist is only anxious to 
the language; but in many cases they 
brought to believe that 


Pca 


point. 
for an Irish testament, 2 | 
learn how to read | 
are 


these are none other |. men 


to increase the number of these 


| ious ; 
agents. Their usefulness must be appa- 
lrent toall From the foregomg speca- 


they will also be assured that they 
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are at work. But here is another 
specimen, Part. Gunnine writes :— 


Through the influence of a travelling man, 
who is considered by many Romanists very 
talented, and whom they have supported six 
weeks to contend with me, I have met with con- 
siderable opposition. While conversing re- 
cently with some of my neighbours, this person 
came into the house, with four more, and 
demanded my authority for reading the scrip- 
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tures. I referred him to Isa. viii. 20, John v. 
39, quoted the facts mentioned in Acts about 
the Bereans, 2 Tim. iii.15,16. This brought 
up a controversy about the use of the Latin 
language, which, he contended, was the best 
known in Europe. I wanted to know how 
many in these parts understood it ; and dwelt 
on the words of the apostle, about speaking in 
an unknown tongue. They departed, some- 
what at a loss what reply to make. 
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*.* The Rev. S. Davis has removed to 16, Park Street, Upper Islington. 


N.B. We shall be obliged to all our friends, if they will be kind enough to remit all monies on or before 


the 31st Instant. 
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don; and by the pastors of the churches throughout the Kingdom. 
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$d. or 1s. 4d. per 100. An extract from a recently published work, with a note, apply- 
ing the author’s defence of strict communion among Independents in proof of its propriety 
among Baptists. 

Vil. REGENERATION. 8pp., 3d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. Treats of the nature of 
regeneration, its Author, subject, means, and the necessity of it in order to appreciate 
the Gospel, receive it cordially, and enter heaven. 

Vill. TRUE WORSHIP DISTINGUISHED FROM WILL-WORSHIP AND 
THE TRADITIONS OF MEN. 8pp., 3d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. Proof from scripture 
that in religion God accepts that only which he has commanded, and forbids everything 
else as presumptuous and vain. 

IX. A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF THE BAPTISTS IN 
BRITAIN. By G. H. Oxcuarp. Part I. 8pp., $d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. 

X. A BRIEF SKETCH, &c. Part II. 8pp.,3d.or 2s. 8d. per 100. These Tracts 
contain very interesting information respecting the Baptists in Britain, some of which is 
not to be met with in any other Baptist publications. 

XI. THE EVIL CONSEQUENCES OF SUBSTITUTING INFANT SPRINK- 
LING FOR BELIEVERS’ BAPTISM. 4pp., jd. or 1s. 4d. per 100. By sanctiouing 
human traditions; subverting the gospel; combining the church withthe world; and 
deceiving men to their destruction. 

XII. THE DUTY OF BAPTISTS. By Wiitram Knipp. 4pp., 3d. or 1s.4d. per 
100. An impressive appeal to them on the duty of supporting their own, instead of 
uniting with other denominations. 

XIII. A SCRIPTURE MANUAL OF THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM. By 
Samvuet Witson. Revised by ABRAHAM Boorn, 12pp., price 1d. or 4s. per 100. A 
simple and complete analysis of the testimony of Scripture, presenting the evidence 
which convinced Mr. Wilson that the immersion of believers is the only outward baptism 

the New Testament. 

e XIV. PRAY ALWAYS ;—IN STORM AND CALM, IN TROUBLE AND AT 
REST. 4pp., 3d. or ls. 4d. per 100, A striking narrative, showing the difference 
between prayer from alarm, and that of a heart alive to God. 

XV. GRACE REIGNING THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS. By ALexanDER 
Carson, LL. D. 8pp., $d. or 2s. 8d.per 100. An excellent tract for general circulation, 
shewing that salvation is at once all of grace, because the most guilty are saved i aot 
all justice, because the guilt of the believer is transferred to Christ, and Christ's righte- 

sness to him. 
eXVI. THE ATONEMENT. By J. A. Harpane, Edinburgh. 12pp., Id. or 4s. 
per 100. Its nature, shewing that the death of Christ is the meritorious and whegith 
cause of salvation, by his substitution and suretiship for his covenant people j—its exte a 
as limited, by its efficacy, to them ;—and its effects, in regeneration, justification, an 


complete salvation. 
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XVII. THE THREE WITNESSES. By Wittram Barnes, of Trowbridge. 8pp. 
id. or 2s. 8d. per 100. The testimony given by the Holy Spirit in his word and work, 
by baptism, and by the Lord’s supper, as to the divinity and propitiatory work of Christ, 
1 John v. 8. 

XVII. TO CANDIDATES FOR CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 4 pp., 4d. or Is. 4d. 
per 100. A preparative for the right observance of this ordinance. 

XIX. REPENTANCE. By Davip McLaren, London. 8 pp., $d. or 2s. 8d. 
per 100. An exposition of the nature of repentance, its necessity to forgiveness, its 
fruits, &c; with applications of the subject to believer and unbeliever. 

XX. THE LORD’S DAY AND INFANT BAPTISM. By Joun Craps, Lincoln. 
24 pp., 1d. or 8s. per 100. An able refutation of the statement of Dr. Wardlaw and 
others, that infant baptism rests on the same evidence as the Lord’s day. 

XXI. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON COMMUNION. By GegorcGe 
PritcHarp, London. 8 pp., $d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. Scripture evidences concisely 
given, that baptism, as well as faith, is necessary to communion. 

XXII, SANCTIFICATION. By James Smiru, of New Park-street, London. 
8 pp., 3d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. True holiness springing from union to Christ, and wrought 
by his Spirit through the word, displayed, in its influence on heart and life, and urged 
as inseparably connected with the triumphs of faith and meetness for heaven. 

XXIII. WHY ARE YOU A DISSENTER? By Joun Bares, of Ballina, Ireland. 
4 pp., 4d. or 1s. 4d. per 100. The supremacy of Christ, the sufficiency of the scrip- 
tures, and liberty of conscience in religion, pleaded from scripture, against all state 
establishments of religion. 

XXIV. WHAT DO THE BAPTISTS BELIEVE? By Joun Barss. 4 pp., 
$d. or 1s. 4d. per 100. An enumeration of the sentiments of the Particular Baptists, 
holding strict communion, with texts, and a brief detail of their number and progress. 

XXV. AN AFFECTIONATE APPEAL. By Joun Bares. 8 pp., 3d. or 2s. 8d. 
per 100. Addressed to the unconverted, entreating them to search the scriptures, to 
repent, believe on Jesus, be immersed, and join the church. 

XXVI. POINTS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SE- 
COND COVENANTS BEARING ON THE SUBJECT OF BAPTISM. By 
James SmirH, London. 4pp.,$d or ls. 4d. per 100. 

XXVII. HINDRANCES TO BAPTISM. By J. G. Futter. 8pp., 3d. or 
2s. 8d. per 100. Impressive reasoning on the grounds alleged for neglecting this 
ordinance. 

XXVIII. THE ORIGIN OF INFANT BAPTISM. By Bensamin Evans, 
of Scarborough, Yorkshire. Shewing at what time Infant Baptism and the use of 
Sprinkling were introduced, and that both are traditions of men. Spp., $d. or 2s. 8d. 
per 100. 

XXIX. CHRIST THE SUBSTITUTE FOR HIS PEOPLE. By Jamzs 
Smiru, Pastor of the Baptist Church, New Park-street, London. 8 pp., 3d, or 2s. 8d. per 
100. The doctrine of the substitution of Christ, as a voluntary Surety, in the room of 
his people, taking upon himself their sins and guilt, and suffering the punishment due 
n them, in order to secure their salvation, expounded from scripture and applied to the 

eart. 

XXX. THE PRACTICAL TENDENCY OF MIXED COMMUNION. 24pp. 
ld. or 8s. per 100. A tract addressed to the members of baptist churches. 
I.—Evidence that mixed communion does not exert the salutary influence attributed to 
it. I11,—That the influence it exerts is decidedly pernicious. 

XXXI, TO THE INHABITANTS OF THIS HOUSE. 4 pp. 4d., or Is. 4d. 
per 100, A solemn appeal on the worth of the soul, and the nature of true reli- 
gion; with an earnest invitation to attend public worship. Blanks are left, to be filled 
up with the names of the place of worship to which the invitation is given, and of the 
friends who leave this address. 

XXX. ORIGIN OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT STUTTGARD. By 
R. H. Neaxe, of Boston, United States. 4pp., }d., or ls. 4d. per 100. A most 
interesting narrative. 

XXXII, A PLEA FOR LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. By Joun Bartzs. 
4pp., 3d. or Is, 4d. per 100. Defining what liberty of conscience implies ; shewing 


that it is every man’s right ; and that it has been claimed and acted on by the godly in. 


all ages. 

XXXIV. PASTORAL COUNSELS. Being the substance of an address to the 
members of the church at Hagle-street, London, by the late Josep Ivimey. A scrip- 
tural summary of the duties of church-members, written with his characteristic earnest- 
ness, fidelity, and affection. 12 pp., 1d, or 4s. per 100. , 
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XXXV. SIX VIEWS OF BAPTISM. By J. Rruann, Sen., A. M. with addi- 
tions by Dr. RrLtanp. 12 pp., 1d. or 4s. per 100. This tract is quoted by Mr. Booth 
_in his Apology for the Baptists, and was reprinted by Dr. Rippon, as one of peculiar 
excellence. It gives a most exalted view of the nature, spiritual import, and design of 
this ordinance. 

XXXVI. THE YOUNG BAPTISTS. A conversation between three young ladies, 
developing the feelings of the heart, when sincerely attached to the Redeemer, and its 
triumph over every obstacle to the profession of that attachment by being baptized in 
his name. 8 pp., price $d. or 2s 8d. per 100. 

XXXVI. THE RISE AND HISTORY OF INFANT BAPTISM AND RHAN- 
TISM. By G. H. Orcuarn, of Highgate. A very carefully prepared history of the 

_ Origin and Progress of infant baptism and sprinkling from the best authorities. 24 pp., 
1d. or 8s. per 100. Published by request. 

XXXVITI. THE PIOUS SAILOR, An example of usefulness on board ship, pre- 
senting the happy results of decision and energy in seeking the improvement and salva- 
tion of the crew. 4pp., price 4d. or ls. 4d. per 100. 

XXXIX. TO SUNDAY TRADERS. By James Smita. 4 pp., 4d., or 1s. 4d. 

er 100. 
3 XL. THE EXTENT OF THE ATONEMENT, OR THE DOCTRINE OF 
PARTICULAR REDEMPTION STATED AND DEFENDED. By Joun Cox. 
20pp., 1d. or 6s. 8d. per 100. : 

XLI. THE CONVERSION OF AN AGED CHURCHMAN. The subject of this 
tract was a cottager, who had been exemplary in the discharge of most of the common 
duties of life, and the observance of the forms of the establishment ; and whose subse- 
quent history shews instructively and clearly the all-important difference between self- 
righteousness and a lively faith on the Redeemer; and the duty of overcoming at any 
sacrifice the force of custom and prejudice, in order to hear the gospel preached in its 
purity, and so as to come with power to the heart. 8pp:, 3d. or 2s. 8d. perl00. 

XLU, JUSTIFICATION, By James Smirn, New Park-street. 12pp., 1d. or 
8s.per 100. The testimony of scripture on this important subject is adduced, with 
considerable fulness, and so presented as to direct the mind to a practical and experi- 
mental acquaintance with the blessings of free and complete justification from sin and 
condemnation, through faith on the finished work of Jesus, as having perfected for ever 
those who are sanctified thereby. 

XLUI. THE STRANGE. SIGHT: AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE BE- 
TWEEN A FATHER AND HIS SON.  8pp., 4d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. <A well- 
known tract, more particularly suited for distribution among those who attend the Estab- 

ished Church. 
UTIY. THE ANSWER OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE. .A narrative, by J. Ru- 
THERFORD, a friend of the late Robt. Hall, Sen., of Arnsby. 12pp., ld. or 4s. per 100. 
Mr. Rutherford was educated as a Presbyterian, and this tract details the circumstances 
and reasons which led him to become a Baptist. It is equally adapted for Presbyterians 
dents. ee 
a LY MERGIES IMPROVED ; OR SOME THOUGHTS FOR LYING-IN 
WOMEN. By James Cox, of Woolwich. 8pp., $d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. ‘ 

XLVI. MERCIES ACKNOWLEDGED. An address to Females on coming up 
to the house of God after their confinement. By Joun Cox, Woolwich. 8pp., $d. or 
a IL MEMOIR OF MRS. WALE BYRNE, formerly of Monghyr, but lately 
of Calcutta. By Anprew Lusiin, 8pp., 3d. or 2s. 8d. per 100. Mr. Leslie says, 
‘<T will not say that she was faultless, but this i will say, that I have never known a 
human being on earth who so much resembled Christ in living to do good.’ 

XLVIII. THE VARIATIONS OF INFANT BAPTISM. By Joun Barus, Pas- 
tor of the Baptist Church, Ballina. 8pp., $d. or 2s. 8d. per 100, Shewing how vis 
ceedingly various are the opinions of Padobaptists as to the origin, ground, pe e, 
subjects, efficacy, design, and defence of infant baptism, and how different from what 
i in scripture. , 
- XIX. ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S DAY. 4pp., $d. or Is. 4d. per 100. ere 
account of the massacre of the Huguenots of France on the 24th of salir in oe ’ 
and of the expulsion of two thousand ees fom ae pace , ou the 

i : ing the spirit of Popery, and of Popish principles. ‘ 
paid STMOIR OF GEORGE ‘SMITH, OF TROWBRIDGE. Chiefly by himself. 
8pp. Jd. or 2s. 8d. per 100. A narrative of the exercises of his mind, wane. 
state of conviction and conversion; also in reference to his baptism, to his Poaer: a - 
church, his endeavours to do good, his last affliction, and death. Well suited to inqul- 


rers and young christians. 
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LI. TO MY CONGREGATION. 4 pp., 4d., or Is. 4d. per 100. A pastor’s ear- 
d affectionate appeal to his hearers. } i ; 

meIL. ROGER WILLIAMS. Founder of the first baptist church in the United 
States of North America, and also first defender, in modern times, of complete liberty 

f conscience. 4pp., 4d., or 1s. 4d. per 100. 
3 LIT. REMARKABLE CONVERSION AND HAPPY DEATH OF JOHN 
EVANS, a Welshman, who was converted and baptized at the age of ninety-three, and 
lived till he was one-hundred and two. By his pastor, JoHN THomas, of Llanrwst, 
and translated from the Welsh by Suem Evans, of Westbury, Wilts. 8pp-, 3d., or 
2s. 8d. per 100. 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. By Rosert Hatvane, Esa. 20pp., pt 
or 7s. per 100, An exposition from scripture of the nature of this righteousuess. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS. 


I. THE STRANGE SIGHT. 1l6pp., 32mo., in cover, price 4d. or 4s. per 100. 
II. CAROLINE COOK. §8pp., 32mo., 4d. or 2s. 6d. per 100. 
III. THE CHRISTENING. 8pp., 32mo., 4d. or 2s. 6d. per 100. 


HAND-BILLS. 


I, The Lord’s-day ;—II. The New Birth ;—IJII. The way to Heaven;—IV. What 
can I do?—V. The Prayer-meeting ;—VI. Are you a Christian ?—VII. Have you received 
the Message ?—VIII. Have you heard the News ?—IX. Old Aaron and Young George ; 
—X. Do you know the Way ?—XI. Have you been Baptized ?—XII. To Children of 
Godly Parents ;—XIII. Do you belong to the Church?—XIV. Are you Safe ?— 
XV. The Repeal of the Union;—XVI. What Jesus did;—XVII. A Mistake ;— 
XVIII. What does God require ?>—XIX. Can God love a Sinner?—XX. What is 
Faith ?— XXI. Religion in a Few Words ;—XXII. Can you spare Two Minutes ?— 
XXIII. What are you doing ?—XXIV. What is Conversion ?—The above are all by 
Mr. James Smiru, of New Park Street, London, | page, 6d. per 100.—X XV. Baptism. 
A question, an answer, and an argument;—XXVI. Baptism. A true Test and a fair 
Trial ;—XXVII. A Stubborn Fact, and a Cogent Argument, in proof that immersion 
is, and tbat sprinkling is not, Christian Baptism. These three are by Mr. Craps, 
2 pp. price 8d. per 100.—X XVIII. What shall [ do to be Saved? 2 p. 8d. per 100.— 
XXIX. What does our Church need? 1 p.;—XXX. Baptism according to the Scrip- 
tures, 1 p. ;—XXXI. When will you decide? 1 p,;—XXXII. Why should I fear? 
lp. The four preceding are by Mr. James Smiru.—XXXIII. The Great Question 
Settled; by Mr. W. BArnes, Qf Trowbridge, 1 p—XXXIV.-The Union of Church 
and State, 1 p.;—XXXV. The Evils of a State Church, 1 p.;—XXXVI. The Origin 
and Errors of the State Church of England and Ireland, 1 p.; —XXXVII. The Support 
of the State Church of England and Ireland, 1 p.;—XXXVIII. The Popery of the State 
Church, 1 p.;—XXXIX. The Persecutions of the State Church, 1 p.;—XL. The 
Failure of the State Church, 1 p.;—XLI. The Doom of the State Church, 1 p. ;— 


XLII. A Hint on Usefulness, 2 pp.;—XLIII, An Important Question to One who 
hopes for Salvation, 2pp. 


Hand-biils of one page, 6d; of two pages 8d. per 100. One of each doneup inwrapper, 4d. 
Except in this form, the lowest number sold is‘100 each. 


STIFF COVE RS FOR TRACTS, for use in loan tract distribution, containing a list 
of the Society’s publications, price 1s. 6d. per 100, 


Single Tracts, or any number, supplied at the Depository, Messrs, G. and J. Dyer’s, 
24, Paternoster-row. A quarter of 100 at the same rate as 100. Most of the Society’s 
tracts, done up in neat cover, 2s. Discount to subscribers, 25 per cent. 


The Tracts of the Society may also be obtained of Mr. Heaton, Briggate, Leeds ; 


Messrs. Walker and Scarlett, Bradford ; Mr. Dawson, Bacup, Lancashire; and through 
all Booksellers. 


The Committee will be obliged by the presentation of Manuscripts or the Copyright 
of little Works, suitable for Sunday Scholars and Young People in general; to be 
addressed to Messrs. Dyer’s, or to Mr. Norton, Rose Cottage, Dalston, Middlesex ; to 
whom applications for grants of tracts are requested to be made. 


Boe. : 
Sub'criptions will be thankfully received by Mr. Oliver, Treasurer, 3, Newington 
Causeway, Surrey; or by Mr. J.C, Woollacott, 39, Francis-street, Newington, Surrey, 


BRISCOF, Printer, Banner Street, St. Luke. 


